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Editorials by Virgil E. Foster 


The National Council---Your Church---You 


EWSPAPERS and magazines will 

be telling the story later this 
month of the meeting of the General 
Assembly of the National Council of 
Churches in Boston, November 28 to 
December 3. Some persons may won- 
der, “What has it to do with me?” 
Four years ago when the National 
Council was formed in Cleveland, 
Ohio, churches were asked to pray 
for the work of the new organization. 
To many it may have seemed like 
praying for an organization far away 
and for a purpose they knew little 
about. 

The Journal itself can serve as one 
illustration of what the National 
Council of Churches means to per- 
sons and their churches. It is through 
the Division of Christian Education 
of the National Council that forty 
denominations cooperate in produc- 
ing the Journal and in recommending 
it to their people. 

The editors are in frequent touch 
with denominational leaders, securing 
from them suggestions concerning ar- 
ticles and writers and concerning pro- 
motion. Two occasions each year pro- 
vide special opportunity for this: the 
fall committee meetings in October, 
when age-group and functional com- 
mittees of the Division of Christian 
Education meet, and the Annual 
Meeting of the Division in February. 
In addition to these, the editors have 
frequent meetings with denomina- 
tional leaders in the Journal offices 
or in denominational offices. These 
leaders are in close touch with their 
churches and know their needs. Their 
suggestions supplement those which 
come directly to the editors from 
ministers, directors and lay workers. 


In addition to this indispensable 
resource, the Journal has close rela- 
tionships with the various divisions 
and departments of the National 
Council which themselves have rela- 
tionships with denominational leaders 
and other specialists in their fields. 
The leaders of these divisions and 
departments are called upon fre- 
quently to consult with the editors of 
the Journal. 
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For example, the Department of 
Racial and Cultural Relations coop- 
erated in planning the special issue 


of last February on Better Human. 


Relations through Religious Educa- 
tion. The Department of Leadership 
and Administration cooperated in 
planning the special May issue, De- 
sign for Teaching. The Joint Com- 
mission on Missionary Education co- 
operates regularly in planning articles 
on. missionary education. The Depart- 
ment of Research and Survey con- 
tributes valuable material for the 
Journal, such as the article in this 
issue by Helen Spaulding. 

These are a few of the many units 
within the National Council which 
cooperate with the staff of the Jour- 
nal. Each unit, in turn, is in touch 
with its wide constituency so that it 
brings to the Journal the counsel of 
leaders in its field. The Journal is a 
channel through which the experience 
of these many persons is communi- 
cated to local churches and their lay 
workers and ministers. 

In some fashion, similar or different 
in detail, each division and depart- 
ment of the National Council brings 
to its work not only the skill of its 
staff but the resources of the whole 
Council in its many relationships. 

In many ways the National Coun- 
cil is helping each local church and 
family within it to have the benefit 
of the wisdom of its own denomina- 
tional leaders and the best experience 
and insight of all cooperating church- 
es and denominations. 

Let’s pray, again, for the work of 
the National Council of Churches, 
and for its leaders meeting soon in 
the General Assemblv in Boston. 


Tools Make a Difference 
HEN A GROUP of teachers 
was asked by a visitor why 

they were using certain obsolete 

equipment, one of them replied, “We 
were asked to teach and the equip- 
ment was here, so we supposed it was 

up to us to use it.” The trustees did 

not know the equipment was obsolete 


and the teachers “didn’t want to 
complain.” Yet that church wanted 
its teachers to have the right tools for 
their work. 

Religious education equipment is 
not very expensive, yet few churches 
have the right equipment or enough 
of it, for all departments. Some 
churches lack information as to what 
equipment is needed. Some have 
been misled into spending money for 
the wrong equipment. Some think 
they cannot afford it. In other 
churches it is a case of no one taking 
the initiative. 

A special issue of the Journal on 
Equipment for Religious Education 
is being planned for July-August, 
1955. It will give practical guidance 
in the selection or making of the 
right equipment. 

Readers of the Journal can help 


_make this special issue informative by 


sending to the editors their ideas con- 
cerning equipment. What equipment 
is most needed in each department? 
What special adaptations are most 
successful in small churches or in 
crowded large churches? What 
equipment has been “homemade” by 
churches? What original ideas have 
been developed? What general or 
administrative equipment is needed? 

Suggestions should be sent at once, 
as special issues of the Journal are 
planned far in advance so that ade- 
quate pictures, descriptions, and ar- 
ticles can be secured. The help of 
readers will be greatly appreciated. 
Each can assist in making this issue 
helpful to all. 


2,699,327 Volunteers 


F TREMENDOUS significance 
are the millions of hours of time 
volunteered each week for church 
school work. A rough guess would 
suggest that somewhere between five 
and eight million hours per week are 
given by the 2,699,327 teachers and 
officers in Protestant church schools. 
One of the great meetings for the 
recognition, encouragement and guid- 
ance of this volunteer contribution 
will be the Twenty Third Interna- 
tional Sunday School Convention 
which is announced on the cover of 
this issue, and described in one of 
the articles. 
Now is the time to lay plans in 
each local church for a delegation of 
lay workers. 
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Meditations on Our Protestant Faith 


3. [~rotestantism f Royal, ridaaed 


by Stanley I. Stuber 


For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel: it is the power of God 
for salvation to every one who 
has faith, to the Jew first and 
also to the Greek. For in it 
the righteousness of God is 
revealed through faith for 
faith; as it is written, “He 
who through faith is righteous 
shall live.” 

Romans 1:16, 17 RSV 


WO basic principles of Protestant- 
# ism are “justification by faith” 
and “the priesthood of all believers,” 
yet they are little understood by most 
Protestants. This is due largely to the 
fact that we do not look at them 
together and see them as a whole. 

Martin Luther discovered that 
there was no joy, peace, satisfaction 

or salvation in formal adherence to 
' the rites and laws of the Roman 
Catholic Church. While reading the 
New Testament, as we see vividly 
portrayed in the motion picture Mar- 
tin Luther, the words “The just shall 
live by faith,’ kept ringing in his 
mind. He became convinced that a 
man is saved not by his own good 
deeds, on the basis of merit, but by 
the grace of a loving and forgiving 
God. This shaped itself into a deep 
conviction. Because the Roman 
Catholic Church would not accept 
his interpretation and permit him to 
place faith in Christ before obedience 
to ecclesiastical law, Luther initiated 
the spiritual forces which culminated 
in the Protestant Reformation. 


-In rejecting the Roman Catholic’ 


hierarchy many persons also reject 
the natural fulfillment of the law 
of faith in good works. Luther ac- 
cepted good works, not as ways and 
means to win God’s favor, but as the 
natural development of a life mo- 
tivated by the creative faith of Christ. 
It is proclaimed in the book of 
James, “For as the body apart from 

Dr. Stuber is an author and editor. At 
present he is serving as General Secretary of 


the Japan International Christian University 
Foundation. 
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the spirit is dead, so faith apart from 
works is dead.” (James 2:26) Faith 
must, according to the New Testa- 
ment, culminate in deeds of love. 


A strong faith 

One of the lasting impressions I 
received from the Second Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches 
at Evanston last August centered 
around this dual role of Christianity. 
In the formal reports of the Assembly 
we find the statement of a strong 
faith and also of a willingness to ful- 
fill faith in Christian social action. 
Two examples of this came in ser- 
mons by Pastor Martin Niemoeller 
of Germany and Metropolitan Ju- 
hanon Mar Thoma of India. 


Pastor Niemoeller told us that on a 
recent visit to Hawaii he had been 
presented with a New Testament in 
the native language. When he re- 
turned to his room he opened it, hop- 
ing to find some words which he 
could understand. He turned to the 
Sermon on the Mount. He found 
only one word which he could recog- 
nize. That word was “enemy.” He 
was disappointed, but as he pon- 
dered upon this word, he realized 
that here was represented the very 
essence of the Christian faith—what 
the love of Christ can do for us and 
for our enemies. The making of 
friends out of enemies: here was the 
basis of the world’s hope. Here was 
faith having its proper realization in 
works of creative and redemptive for- 
giveness and active friendship. 


The leader of one of the morning 
worship services was Metropolitan 
Juhanon Mar Thoma of India. His 
colorful and elaborate vestments and 
his full flowing beard led one to ex- 
pect from him some exposition of the 
spiritual life entirely removed from 
daily life. But not so. We heard 
him say, “Our theological discussion 
of the various aspects of our theme 
is not going to benefit the churches 
and the society around us if it will 
not descend to the levels of the ord- 


inary man, facing the problems of 
the present day. The state and so- 
ciety make their demands which run 
counter to the loyalty of Christ. There 
are other ideologies than the Chris- 
tian hope which promise an easier 
establishment of the Kingdom of God 
on earth. How to make the choice? 
At its peril can the Church ignore 
the rising tide of that craving for a 
better social and economic order 
among the youths of the world.” Here 
is a modern version of the Christian 
doctrine of faith plus works. 


A layman's religion 

This leads to the second great 
Protestant Reformation principle— 
“the priesthood of all believers.” It 
declares that Christianity, in its to- 
tality, is not for the few, or for a spe- 
cial priesthood, but for all believers. 
Because of faith—an active, personal 
experience—each Christian serves as 
his own priest, and as the priest of 
his neighbor. No hierarchy, no spe- 
cially ordained priesthood, no institu- 
tion can take the place of direct con- 
tact with God through Jesus Christ. 

Thus Protestantism returned Chris- 
tianity to the layman, and became a 
layman’s religion. Christianity is a 
way of life as well as a great faith. 
Christian laymen are to serve Christ 
at the factory and at the office as 
well as at the altar. Every Christian, 
without exception, has an obligation 
to approach Christ directly that he 
may receive forgiveness, hope, and 
his daily directives. Young and old, 
male ana female, enter into the pres- 
ence of the Lord as a part of the 
royal priesthood—those who have 
dedicated themselves, and all they 
have, to Christ. 


PRAYER 

Our heavenly Father, give us a 
true understanding of our Protestant 
faith. May we have a real experience 
in Christ and move back and forth 
from a saving faith to deeds of love. 
While ever loyal to the church of 
our choice, help us to commune with 
thee directly that we may find for- 
giveness, inspiration, and divine guid- 
ance. Thus may we become, even as 
lay people, “priests of the faith.” In 
the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 


How Do They Understand the Bible? 


A Lutheran pastor compares the King James 
with the Revised Standard version of the Bible 


by Arthur F. Katt 


ERSONS who have grown up 

with the King James Version of 
the Bible and have had its words and 
phrases and constructions explained 
over and over again often fail to un- 
derstand the real language difficul- 
ties it presents to both children and 
their elders. Pastors and_ teachers 
have taken too much for granted 
when they thought that meanings 
drilled into them for decades were 
equally understandable to children 
and laymen, who are naturally re- 
luctant to confess their ignorance. 

My eyes were first opened when I 
found to my amazement that of near- 
ly a dozen junior high school stu- 
dents, with high IQs and good grades 
at school, who were being prepared 
for confirmation, not one understood 
the real meaning of the word “suffer” 
in Jesus’ famous invitation to the 
little children. 

Working for a year and a half 
with the King James Version and 
the Revised Standard Version side 
by side in Sunday school teachers’ 
meetings, I have become thoroughly 
convinced that not even Sunday 
school teachers understand the full 
meaning of the King James language. 
In our meetings the teachers felt 
free to confess their confusions, and 
time and time again found enlighten- 
ment by comparing the King James 
Version with the Revised Standard 
Version. 

“From childhood you have been 
acquainted with the sacred writings 
which are able to instruct you for 
salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus,” St. Paul wrote to Timothy. If 
our children today are to know the 
“holy scriptures” or “sacred writings,” 
they must have the Bible presented 
to them in such a way that they are 
able to understand the words, even 
though they may not always grasp 
their full spiritual significance. For 
knowledge is based on understanding. 


Mr. Katt is pastor of St. Peter's Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod, Shaker Heights, 
Ohio. 
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Of all the portions of Scripture, the 
most dramatic is the Passion story 
read in our churches during Lenten- 
tide. This should furnish an excep- 
tionally fair contrast between the King 
James and the Revised Standard Ver- 
sions, because the story of Jesus’ suf- 
fering and death is straightforward 
narrative and is rather better known 
to children and elders than many 
other portions of Scripture. It is given 
special study in church school classes 
of older children and young-people: 
If boys and girls cannot readily un- 
derstand the phraseology of the Pas- 
sion story, what hope is there that 
they can readily understand other 
portions? 

On the basis of my own experience 
I am suggesting some natural childish 
misunderstandings, some of which 
might seem a little far-fetched, yet 
are actually within the range of pos- 
sibility. I am selecting contrasting 
words from the two versions of the 
Passion so that the reader may 
judge which of the two translations 


children are more likely to under- 
stand. 


Matthew 26:31; Mark 14:27 

KJV: “all ye shall be offended” 

(Child: “have your feelings hurt?” The 
use of the word “offended” is obsolete in 
this case, no longer understood as it wa3 
300 years ago in the Scriptural meaning 
of “you will be thrust upon” or “you will 
stumble and fall.” Even commentators to- 
day often go no farther than to let the 
disciples experience a severe jolt to their 
faith. But the RSV does not go too far 
when it translates it, “you shall all fall 
away.” In his Greek New Testament Dic- 
tionary Bauer renders this passage, ‘‘you 
will be misled to sin by relinquishing your 
faith in Me or turning away from Me.’’) 

RSV: “you will all fall away” 


Luke 22:39 


KJV: “as he was wont” 


(Child: ‘“won’t”? “unwilling”? ~ or 
“wanted”? ) 

RSV: “as was his custom” 
John 18:2 

KJV: “Jesus ofttimes resorted thither 


with his disciples.” 
(Child: “resorted thither”? The words 
“resort” and “resorted,” as here used, are 


not only no Jonger in common usage, but 
also fail to bring out the original meaning 
of “coming together.” ) 

RSV: “Jesus often met there with his 
disciples.” 


Mark 14:33 

KJV: Jesus “began to be sore amazed, 
and to be very heavy” 

(Child: “sore”? hurt? angry?; 
“amazed”? surprised? astonished?; ‘‘be- 
gan to be very heavy”? began to gain 
weight?) 

RSV:~Jesus “began to be greatly dis- 


-tréssed and troubled” 


Matthew 26:38; Mark 14:34 

KJV: “tarry ye here” 

(What mother or teacher would ask 
a child to “tarry here”? What child would 
understand what she meant?) 

RSV: “remain here” 


Mark 14:40 
KJV: “neither wist they” 
(Child: ‘‘wist’’?) 
RSV: “they did not know” 


Mark 14:41 

KJV: “Sleep on now, and take your 
rest: it is enough, the hour is come;.. . 
Rise up, let us go.” 

(Child: What does Jesus want them to 
do, sleep or get up? Or is he perhaps 
petulant and sarcastic at first? RSV ren- 
dering follows Moffat, Goodspeed, and 
most modern commentators. ) 

RSV: “Are you still sleeping and tak- 
ing your rest? It is enough; the hour has 
come... Rise, let us be going.” 


John 18:12 

KJV: “band” 

(Webster’s ninth meaning for “band” 
includes: (a) a body of armed men, as of 
troops, robbers, etc.; (b) a company of 
musicians, as a military band, etc. Shake- 
speare is quoted for 9:a, and in his day 


“band” without further qualification 
might well have been understood as 
meaning “band of soldiers.” Today 
“band,” without further qualification, 


means to young Americans “a group of 
musicians.” ) 
RSV: “band of soldiers” 


Mark 14:44 

KJV: “he that betrayed him had given 
them a token” 

(Child: bus token?) 

RSV: “the betrayer had given them a 
sign” 
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Luke 22:51 

When one of them cuts off the ear of 
the high priest’s slave, Jesus says, 

KJV: “Suffer ye thus far.” 

(Child: Just what does Jesus mean? 
Maybe, “you have to ‘take it’ up to a 
certain point’’?) 

RSV: “No more of this!” 


The King James Version presents a 
number of vexing difficulties in passages 
reporting Peter as being “in” the high 
priest's “palace.” The RSV remedies all 
this by a single change. The palace was 
presumably a rectangular structure or 
quadrangle, with rooms on all four sides 
grouped around an open courtyard in the 
center. The courtyard could be entered 
through a gateway at one side. Further- 
more, the Greek word aule which KJV 
translates “palace” really means “an open 
space” or courtyard; only by extension 
can it mean “the house to which a yard 
belongs.” The King James Version is re- 
sponsible for several confusing transla- 
tions: 


Mark 14:54 


KJV: “Peter followed him afar off, 
even into the palace of the high priest: 
and he . . . warmed himself at the fire.” 

(Child: Was there a fire in the pal- 
ace?) 

RSV: “Peter had followed him at a 


distance, right into the courtyard. of the 
high priest; and he was .. . warming him- 
self at the fire.” 


Matthew 26:69 

KJV: “Peter sat without in the palace” 

(Child: How could Peter be both out- 
side and inside? Or what was he with- 
out?) 

RSV: “Peter was sitting outside in 


the courtyard.” 
(See also Mark 14:66 and Luke 22:55) 


Matthew 26:73 

KJV: “thy speech bewrayeth thee.” 

(“Bewray,” for “betray” is obsolete in 
every meaning. This word is perhaps the 
most unintelligible in the entire Passion 
story. Also “accent” is more specific than 
“speech.” ) 

RSV: “your accent betrays you.” 


Matthew 26:67 

KJV: “they buffeted him; and_ others 
smote him” 

(Child: What does that mean?) 

RSV: “they struck him and some slap- 
ped him” 


Matthew 27:9 

Jeremiah’s prophecy: 

KJV: “that which was spoken by Je- 
remy the prophet, saying, And they took 
the thirty pieces of silver, the price of 
him that was valued, whom the children 
of Israel did value.” 

(Child: I never heard of a prophet 
named Jeremy. And if the children of 
Israel valued him, why did they kill 


him?) 
RSV: “what had been spoken by the 
prophet Jeremiah, saying, . . . the price 
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Clark and Clark 


A first essential in learning the Bible is understanding the words. 


of him on whom a price had been set by 
some of the sons of Israel.” 


John 19:30: Matthew 27:40; 
Luke 23:46; Mark 15:37,39 

KJV: “gave up the ghost” (In Mat- 
thew, “yielded up the ghost” 

(All four KJV accounts report the 
greatest deed in sacred or secular history, 
the supreme act of Jesus’ life and mission, 
by using the phrase, “He gave up the 
ghost,” which to modern children and 
young people must sound eerie, scary, 
spooky, frightening, instead of comforting 
and consoling. Four hundred years ago 
“ghost” was a perfectly good word for 
“soul” or “spirit,” even as Geist still is in 
German. Webster now terms archaic this 
use of “ghost” for the spirit of man as 
distinguished from his body. Note the 
RSV’s fine distinction between the first 
two and the last two passages, all render- 
ed the same in KJV.) 

RSV: (John) “gave up his spirit’; 
(Matthew) ‘yielded up his spirit’; (Luke 
and Mark) ‘breathed his last” 


Luke 23:34 

KJV: ‘And they parted his raiment, 
and cast lots.” 

(Child: What do you mean by parting 
raiment?) 

RSV: “And they cast lots to divide his 
garments.” 


Matthew 27:66 

KJV: “So they went, and made the 
sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and set- 
ting a watch.” 

(Child: “sure”? know for a fact?; “‘set- 
ting a watch’? a wrist watch?) 

RSV: “So they went and made the 
tomb secure by sealing the stone and set- 
ting a guard.” 


Matthew 27:44; Mark 15:38; 
Luke 23:45 

KJV: “the veil (of the temple) was 
rent in twain” 

(Here are three difficulties in five short 
words, a. “veil”: Who nowadays would 
think of calling a heavy tapestry curtain, 
nearly a foot thick, a ‘“‘veil”? “Veil” to 
a modern person suggests a fine, thin ma- 
terial; originally it meant .a curtain. b. 
“rent” in this sense is no longer used. 
When Billy comes home with ‘“‘torn 
pants,” his mother does not scold him for 
having “rent” his trousers. c. “twain,” 


-either in this sense, “in two,’ or in the 


sense of “two persons” is now quite out 
of use. 

RSV: “the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two” 

Are we playing a silly game with 
the children, a cruel game of decep- 
tion? In all of these references from 
the King James Version we fail to 
say what we mean. How needlessly 


) 


puzzling all this is for both pupil and 
teacher! If the teacher understands, 
she must waste precious time demon- 
strating her superior knowledge of 
these biblical conundrums! 

To the above references, many oth- 
ers could be added. This brief sam- 
pling from the Passion story indicates 
what may be found throughout the 
Gospels as well as in the Acts, the 
Epistles, and the entire Old Testa- 
ment. By our use of the King James 
Version we have tried to keep alive 
an outmoded, archaic, often obsolete 


English no longer spoken or readily 
understood. 

Dr. John P. Milton, professor of 
Old Testament at Luther Theological 
Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota, con- 
cludes his excellent evaluation of the 
Revised Standard Version of the Old 
Testament with the statement:+ 

“T have little patience with those 
who would substitute for ecclesiastical 


Latin an ecclesiastical English from 


™ God's Word to Men," Augsburg Pub- 
lishing House, Minneapolis, Minn. 30 p., 20c. 
Used by permission. 


the 17th century as the permanent re- 
ligious language of Protestantism. Nor 


do I have much patience with those | 


who slander everyone with whom they 
do not agree. If such a spirit enters 
the criticism of the RSV it does not 
reflect the Spirit of Christ. Whatever 
imperfections the Revised Standard 
Version may have it is on the whole 
an excellent translation which glori- 
fies God and our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Why hinder it by carp- 
ing criticism? Why not learn to ap- 
preciate it and thank God for it?” 


ie) e of title Isclls of Wo strnster ‘ 


by John E. Ransom 


HEN the adolescent voice be- 

gins to change, a singing choir 

is no place for a boy. Junior high girls 

like to sing and they get much satis- 

faction from choir work, but the boys 

need another outlet for their interests 
and abilities. 

Our church had little in its pro- 
gram to challenge these junior high 
boys. To be sure, we had a junior 
high fellowship, church school classes 
and projects, a basketball team, and 
a Boy Scout troop. But with all this 
we were not serving all of our early 
teen-aged boys. Some participated 


The Rev. Mr. Ransom is Associate Pastor 
of the Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
Portland, Oregon. 
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There are educational values in a bell ringing choir 


faithfully in the program offered, but 
their imagination, creative urge, and 
desire to serve the church were not 
being captured. 


We insist on high standards 

So it was that two years ago we 
began to think of a bell ringing choir 
as an activity that would serve their 
interest. We began with ten skep- 
tical boys and a beginning set of 
twelve hand bells. 

The boys agreed, after talking it 
over, that our purpose would be to 
serve God and the church through 
whatever we might be able to ac- 
complish with these bells. The de- 
velopment of good fellowship, plus 
service to the church, would be above 


artistry in hand bell ringing. 

The boys decided to expect a great 
deal from themselves and to operate 
under both democratic and dis- 
ciplinarian, principles. There would 
be a brief business session at each 
rehearsal, when policy and practice 
could be discussed and disciplinary 
measures established and explained. 
On the other hand, matters relating 
to the technique of bell ringing, se- 
lection of music and its arrangement 
and interpretation would be in the 
hands of the director. The group has 
become intensely loyal and the esprit 
de corps is excellent. 


We have discovered that junior and 
junior high boys are not afraid of 
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hard work and rigid discipline if it is 
purposeful and the results are satis- 
fying. Attendance at rehearsals is re- 
quired. Only illness or the family be- 
ing out of town is a valid excuse, and 
then the director must be notified 
before rehearsal time. , 

When they come to practice from 
other activities the boys are often 
loud and boisterous, but our custom- 
ary moments of complete silence, 
brief prayer, and a simple restate- 
ment of our purpose bring order out 
of chaos. 


Some knowledge of music 
is needed 

The first members of the bell choir 
had had some basic music training. 
Some had taken lessons on the piano 
or another instrument, and a few 
had received a foundation in note 


reading through the public schools. 


But this year a younger group has 
been started, and these fourth and 
fifth grade boys have had little or 
no music training. So we started 
with fundamentals. 

At first we stress memorization of 
the music, which frees the players 
from reading it so they can give 
complete attention to the director. 
Counting the time of the music is of 
extreme importance to the develop- 
ment of good rhythm and teamwork. 
After several rehearsals most _begin- 
ners can master the physical tech- 
nique of bell ringing. Their greatest 
difficulty is in learning how to strike 
their notes simultaneously. This is 
true of the two-note as well as the 
seven-note chord. 

This new group has its own re- 
hearsals. As the boys progress, and 
as new bells are added to the set, 
they will move on into the advanced 
group. 

Hand bell ringing is not terribly 
difficult. Unlike the traditional din- 
ner bell, the clappers in these bells 
are constructed so that they move 
in a straight line as they strike. A 
spring mechanism is built into the 
bell which arrests the action of the 
clapper after the strike is made, hold- 
ing the clapper away from the rim 
of the bell and allowing for full and 
continuous resonance. They are cast 
in the Whitechapel Bell Foundry, in 
London. They are made with great 
precision so that the tonal quality is 
absolutely true. When played in har- 
mony, the bells create a pleasing ef- 
fect which is difficult to describe, but 
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which appeals to widely varied tastes 
in music. 


We play for other people 

The fulfillment of the long and 
tedious hours of practice comes when 
the boys offer their music to others. 
Playing mostly our own arrange- 
ments of familiar hymns, we appear 
frequently in the various departments 
of the church school. On all festal 
days we play in the church sanctuary 
as a part of the worship service. 
Sometimes we accompany the chan- 
cel choir in its processional. 

The boys’ contribution goes beyond 
their own church. We have accepted 
invitations from many other church- 
es, lodges, choir festivals, and public 
school programs. Once we were fea- 
tured in a fifteen minute television 
show. But always, wherever we play, 
we pause before we begin, to remind 
ourselves that our music may be the 
means of bringing some person’s life 
closer to God. This knowledge gives 
the boys a real sense of mission, in 
their work. 

One very distinct value of this 
kind of activity for boys is the team- 
work it exacts. Each boy is respon- 
sible for the one or two notes he 
plays, whether it is carrying the mel- 
ody or one note of a harmonic chord. 
His failure to respond on the precise 
beat of the music results not only in 
a break in the melody or harmony, 
but may cause a “miss” by a nearby 
player. Every member of the team 
is of equal value. There are no 
prima donnas. In addition to team 
work, we have been working on gen- 
eral poise before an audience, and 
the necessity for resourcefulness when 
something goes wrong as we play. 

The educational values in such a 
bell choir were sensed by the Chris- 
tian education committee, which ap- 
propriated funds for the initial pur- 
chase of the set of twelve bells. This 
minimal set, upon which only the 
simpler hymn tunes may be played, 
had a low note corresponding to mid- 
dle C. The other eleven bells ranged 
upward to E, and included F sharp 
and B flat. 
music for such simple tunes as “Fair- 
est Lord Jesus” and “Silent Night.” 
Three-part music was arranged for 
such tunes as Pentecost and Sandon. 

After hearing the choir on several 
occasions, various members of the 
church offered to pay for additional 
bells, at an average cost of $15 per 


We arranged two-part © 


bell. With the continued help of 
the Christian Education Committee, 
our choir now possesses a set of bells 
ranging in full chromatic scale from 
tenor G below middle C, to the note 
A above the second octave. This en- 
ables us to arrange almost any hymn 
tune for four-part playing. We are 
also working on such religious classics 
as Handel’s “Largo,” and “He Shall 
Feed His Flock” and the “Pastoral 
Symphony” from The Messiah, as 
well as Gluck’s “Andante,” and 
Beethoven’s “The Glory of God in 
Nature.” 

To our knowledge there is no pub- 
lished music for bell choirs, so we 
do all our own arranging, mimeo- 
gaphing the music. Because bell 
choir music is written only with the 
treble clef, three to seven notes may 
be used to form a single chord. 


The parents help with the choir 
and its outings 

Strong bonds of fellowship among 
junior high boys are enhanced by oc- 
casional surprise treats and outings. 
A day of skiing and tobogganing in 
the mountains or an overnight camp- 
ing trip are planned from time to 
time by the boys themselves with the 
help of several fathers. These inform- 
al occasions also give opportunities 
for observing the growing character 
of the boy and for exerting a helpful 
influence on his development. 

When boys apply for admission to 
the Westminster Bell Choir their par- 
ents agree to participate, too. Moth- 
ers may volunteer to make new robes, 
provide food for refreshments or an 
occasional supper, or furnish a car 
for transportation to a program en- 
gagement. One father, a teacher of 
music in the public schools, is assist- 
ant director. Other fathers provide 
transportation, assist with robing, car- 
ing for equipment such as music 
stands, robes, and bells, as well as go 
on fishing, hiking, and camping ex- 
peditions. The parents thus keep in 
close touch with the choir’s objec- 
tives and witness the progress that is 
being made. 

“Our church is such a happy place, 
for it seems that every time I go into 
it I hear bells ringing gaily and 
sweetly,” one church member recent- 
ly observed. She knew that behind 
the pleasant sound of chiming bells 
is the story of an adventure in the 
use of a good educational method 
and program. 


YOURS FOR THE ASKING 


This page is designed to give answers 
to real questions asked by people ac- 
tive in Christian education. Send any 
questions you may have and the Edi- 
tors will try to find an answer. Send 
also your "Idea of the Month," an ac- 
count of some successful enterprise in 
your organization. These Ideas are 
paid for with subscriptions to the 
JOURNAL for the author or someone 
he may designate. 


Question: What Are the 
Functions of a Committee 
on Christian Education? 

In preparing material for the in- 
struction of new members of our local 
church committee on religious edu- 
cation, I asked my husband to clarify 
the functions and purposes of such a 
committee. The members were quite 
uncertain of what they would or 
should be called upon to do in such 
a committee. His reply seemed to me 
to be so helpful and clear that I took 
it down word for word and gave a 
copy to each member of the commit- 
tee. Others may find it helpful, too. 


—Mkrs. Puitie H. PHENIx 
Hamden, Connecticut 


Answer: 

Any religious education committee 
or board of Christian education has 
three functions: 

1. To envision and enunciate the 
ideals of the church in the area of 
Christian nurture. (This is a policy 
making function. It calls for spiritual 
depth and a vital Christian faith.) 


2. To observe existing programs 
and policies and to evaluate the ex- 
tent to which they fulfill or fall short 
of these ideals. (This is a critical, 
evaluative function. It calls for in- 
telligence. ) 

3. To understand and carry out 
whatever actions are necessary to ful- 
fill these ideals more adequately. (This 
is an executive function. It calls for 
the will to work.) 

Therefore the three requirements of 
such a committee are: spiritual in- 
sight, intellectual discrimination, and 
practical competence. The work of 
the committee cannot prosper if any 
one of these requirements is neglected. 

The Board of Education is to a 
church what a Board of Directors is 
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to a corporation, or what faculty com- 
mittees are to a university. 

—Dr. Puivie PHENIX, 

Project Associate, Hazen Foundation. 


Question: What Kind of 
Tables for Primaries? 

In our new building we plan to 
have our primary department divided 
into grades one, two and three, with 
a room for each grade. Thus each 
grade will conduct its own study, ac- 
tivities and worship. Here is my 
question: what suggestions would you 
give for the size of tables to use to 
the best advantage with primary, boys 
and girls for both work activities and 
study periods? 

—Mrs. O. E. Grow, 


Trinity E. @ R. Church, 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Answer: 

Congratulations to you on the 
prospect of a new building in which 
you will be able to have each pri- 
mary grade by itself. I think this is 
much better than having a large pri- 
mary department. 

Your question concerning tables is 
a good one. A lot of tables are being 
manufactured and promoted these 
days which I do not feel are suitable 
for use in church schools. My own 
experience indicates that the most 
satisfactory tables for nursery, kinder- 
garten and primary groups are rec- 
tangular, either 24x48 inches or 30x 
60 inches. The legs should be at the 
corners and should be straight. Tables 
of the size 24x48 inches are easily 
combined if you need a larger table, 
and are easily moved to the walls if 
you want to clear the room for play, 
informal dramatization, or for sitting 
on the floor in a circle. 

The book, The Church School and 
Parish House Building, published by 
the National Council of churches, 
recommends the following heights for 
tables: for first and second grades, 22 
inch tables; for third grade, 24 inch 
tables. 

Another method which I have used 
with considerable success is that of 
using higher tables and having the 
children stand at the tables for their 
creative activities. This gives a change 
of position from sitting for worship 
and conversation and it does away 
with the necessity of moving chairs 


from one location to another. Third 
graders could use the regular 30 inch 
height table and the first and second 
graders would want them about 28 
inches high. 


—VirciL E. Foster, 
Editor, International Journal 


The Idea of the Month 
The Suitcase That Travels 


|" IS AGAIN Sunday morning and 
only the “leader” of the third grade 
has arrived. It isn’t long, however, be- 
fore she hears footsteps. It is Mary 
who has arrived early. She seems 
proud of what she is carrying and says 


_excitedly; “Here is the Traveling Suit- 


case. Oh, I had such fun with it! I 
kept it under my bed all week so that 
I could use it first thing in the morn- 
ing.” Then together, Mary and the 
teacher opened the suitcase and got 
it ready for someone else to take 
home. Into it they placed a new sur- 
prise in the form of handwork, a new 
book to read, and they added some- 
thing to the envelope marked “This 
is for mother and dad to read.” Now 
it was ready for someone else to take 
home. 

The idea of the Traveling Suitcase 
came to the leader of this third grade 
one day as she sorted materials and 
came across many pamphlets and 
booklets for parents. She felt they 
should be in circulation. The fitted 
top of an old suitcase which she had 
been saving, was the answer! She 
tore out the fittings and the lining, 
and with the help of iron glue, made 
it very attractive with red oilcloth. 
Then on the outside she pasted a tag 
saying: 

THIS IS THE THIRD GRADE TRAVEL- 

ING SUITCASE. 
YOU MAY HAVE IT FOR ONE WEEK. 
THEN BRING IT BACK SO THAT 
SOMEONE ELSE MAY SHARE IT. 

The teachers and children decided 
in September that a fair way to take 
turns would be to do it alphabetically 
according to attendance record. Then 
when, there might be a question about 
turns, they could count the number 
of Sundays each child had been pres- 
ent and the highest number would 
get the suitcase! One boy who had 
bargained with his father to attend 


International Journal of Religious Education 


every other Sunday was becoming dis- 
couraged by spring because, even 
when he seemed eligible otherwise, 
he knew he had to come two Sundays 


in a row just to return it. When he 
could no longer stand the strain, he 
announced that he would do just that! 

The “Traveling Suitcase” has not 


only been fun for the children but 
has afforded a way to supplement 
lesson materials. One Monday morn- 
ing a mother of a third grader called 


the teacher to say that she wanted us 
to know how much the suitcase meant 
to them! For the first time in months, 
the television was forgotten and the 


Slaffing the Ch aveh ‘S- oat 


Through a personnel committee 


by Dorothy Stacey 


Three Bears? 
Middle-sized 


EMEMBER the 
Big Papa Bear, 


Mama Bear and Little Baby Bear all 


ate the same porridge. Papa Bear 


_ just ate more. So it is with churches: 
some are big, 


some middle-sized, 
some little, and their personnel re- 
quirements vary. But the basic need 
for a church school staff is identical. 
To meet this need is the task of the 
Personnel Committee. 


The committee members are 
appointed 

Our church is in a rapidly grow- 
ing Midwestern city and has a con- 
stant turnover of membership. We 
explain the task of the personnel com- 
mittee in this way: It must make a 
continuing study of the leadership 
needs, fill vacancies, handle any deli- 
cate situations that may. arise in the 
teaching staff, supervise the training 
of new teachers, and plan and exe- 
cute a long range program of im- 
provement in the educational leader- 
ship. 

For our church membership of 947 
we find that a four-member commit- 
tee is ideal. Three members and a 
chairman, with the director of Chris- 
tian education or the church school 
superintendent and the head of the 
Board of Christian Education as ad- 
visory members, make up the com- 
mittee. The minister is also a mem- 


Mrs. Stacey is wife of the pastor of the 
Lincoln Terrace Christian Church of Oklaho- 
ma City, Oklahoma, and chairman of the Per- 
sonnel Committee within the Department of 
Christian Education. 
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ber, ex officio. 


The chairman of our committee is 
a member of the Board of Christian 
Education and the committee is ap- 
pointed every year. In a larger 
church there might be as many as 
seven to nine members; in a smaller 
church it might be as few as three 
persons. In a very small church one 
person might carry the responsibility. 
Regardless of its size, the work of 
the personnel committee is the same. 


The task of the committee defines 
its membership. Every member must 
be well acquainted with and have a 
discerning, sympathetic attitude to- 
ward the educational program of the 
church. Each must recognize that the 
church school is only one of the 
teaching arms of the church and not 
an end in itself. He must under- 
stand both children and adults in 
their need for religious instruction. 
He must also have a rich prayer life 
and a deep humility as he approaches 
this task of selecting God’s inter- 
preters to men, women, and _ chil- 
dren. 


They get acquainted with the 
church membership 

We have found that the commit- 
tee needs to move slowly. Before it 
can begin specific work it must know 
the church membership. Each com- 
mittee member is provided with a 
list of the “active” members of the 
church—those who are regular in at- 
tendance and in other ways show a 
deep appreciation for the teachings 
of Jesus Christ. 


whole family had a wonderfully 
peaceful and happy Sunday with the 
suitcase. The teachers and parents 
of this third grade group heartily 
recommend this simple device to 
teachers of younger children particu- 
larly. 


—Mrs. Freperick W. Munson, 
River Forest, Illinois 


This list also indicates the approxi- 
mate age of the adults, the number 
of children in the family, and the 
children’s ages. This permits the 
members of the committee as they 
move in other areas of the church 
life and in social contacts to study 
the potentialities of people. This re- 
sponsibility of committee members 
calls for an ability to enter into the 
whole life of the church and all its 
activities. 


Before the committee begins its 
task of choosing personnel, it takes 
a “Christian Service Inventory” of 
the entire adult membership of the 
church, on special cards designed to 
list the abilities, experiences, and in- 
terests of individuals. 


The week before the cards are 
presented to the congregation they 
are interpreted in the church paper 
and by the minister from the pulpit. 
They are also passed around in the 
adult classes. When the inventory 
cards are turned in they are checked 
against the “active” list and any who 
have not signed are mailed a letter 
of explanation and a card to fill in 
and return. The information gained 
from this inventory is then used by 


~ the Personnel Committee. 


They locate the jobs 

While the committee has been col- 
lecting this information, it has also 
been conferring with the director and 
church school superintendent, and 
with the head of the Board of Chris- 


tian Education and the departmental 


superintendents. Committee members 
also visit in the church school de- 
partments in an effort to learn first 
hand the personnel needs of their 
school. 


Our goal is to have a _ reserve 
teacher for every teaching position in 
the school. This requires a continu- 
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ous training program. Therefore as 
soon as the committee has prepared 
a list of potential teachers it encour- 
ages them to attend the interdenomi- 
national leadership training school 
and the denominational laboratory 
school. The church pays all expenses 
for these leadership training oppor- 
tunities. 


They allocate the right person 
to the right job 

When the specific needs of the 
church school are known, the com- 
mittee carefully screens all potential 
teachers, seeking to use individuals in 
places where they can make the 
greatest personal contribution. These 
evaluation sessions are highly confi- 
dential and only positive recom- 
mendations get beyond the closed 
doors. 

After the evaluation but before in- 
dividuals are approached, the com- 
mittee reports its findings to the 
Board of Christian Education, and 
seeks its approval. Thus all teach- 
ers receive their appointments from 
an official agency of the church. 


They approach the prospective 
worker 

The first contact with the new ap- 
pointee is made by a personal call 
in the appointee’s home by the chair- 
man of the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation accompanied by the minister 
or the director. There are two values 
to this kind of contact. It adds to 
the importance and significance of 
the assignment and gives the pros- 


s 


Every three 
months the 
teacher is sent 
to observe 

a class 

in session. 
The first visit 
is to a church 
similar to 

our own. 


Clark and Clark 
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pective teacher an opportunity to get 
a clearer picture of the interlocking 
areas of the church life. It also re- 
moves the possibility of reflecting the 
intimate discussions of the committee 
room. 

Individuals selected for particular 
classes are then invited to a briefing 
session with the director and the min- 
ister. We believe that even in the 
largest church the minister should 
never be too busy to confer with po- 
tential teachers. It is important that 
his ideals and ambitions for the total 
church life may be in the new teach- 
er’s thinking. 

After these conferences the ap- 
pointee is sent into the class with a 
trained teacher for two sessions. Not 
until then do we consider the new 
teacher as being ready. 


They direct in-service training 
To give further in-service training, 
a system of “teacher-release” is used. 
Every three months the teacher is 
sent to observe a class in session. The 
committee suggests that the first visit 
be to a church similar in size and 
equipment to our own. The second 
visit is to a similar situation in an- 
other denomination and the third is 
to a larger church of our own fel- 
lowship. A fourth visit is to a larger 
church of another denomination. 
Thus, through the year, new ideas 
and a challenge for growth are pro- 
vided. Teachers are able to see their 
own strengths and weaknesses through 
comparison. Reserve teachers are en- 


couraged to follow the visiting plan 
of the regular teachers. Together 
they can discuss and assimilate their 
findings. 

The personnel committee has 
standards and ambitions for the 
teachers it selects. These are em- 
bodied in the pledge used in the 
consecration service at the annual 
banquet for officers and teachers 
every June, just prior to the begin- 
ning of the new church year and 
promotion Sunday. The pledge was 
adapted from “A Worker’s Cove- 
nant” included in Bulletin 507, “And 
Gladly Serve.” 


They stay behind the scenes 

The success of the personnel com- 
mittee depends in part on how well 
it stays hidden. Because it has to. 
deal with personalities, it is a com-— 


mittee that in a sense must be con- — 
_stantly on the “pry” to see how 


things are going. Committee mem- 
bers need to have humility as they 
analyze individuals for their strengths 
and weaknesses, and their capabilities 
for given tasks. The committee mem- 
bers must be able to make their anal- 
ysis without changing their own atti- 
tude toward a person. Through love 
and appreciation for hidden abilities, 
these key persons in the education 
program must ever be pulling and 
lifting people out and beyond their 
known abilities. 


tAvailable from the National Council of 
Churches, 79 E. Adams, Chicago 3, Illinois, 
at 25 cents a copy. 
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175 hervention Fisted Uour Cie. 


. by Loren Walters 


| NE YEAR in advance of the 
opening date of the 23rd Inter- 
national Sunday School Convention, 
the first two registrations were re- 
ceived. 

They came from Mr. and Mrs. L. 
S. Shively, a retired educator and his 

wife, who are now volunteer workers 

in leadership education for the Chris- 
tian Education Commission of the 
Church of the Brethren. 

Mr. and Mrs. Shively visit church- 
es on invitation and spend about a 
week in a church. They offer two 
courses, one for children’s workers 

and parents of young children, and 
the other for adult workers. 

The intense concern of Mr. and 
Mrs. Shively for Christian education 
will bring them to the convention in 
Cleveland July 27-31, 1955. The in- 
spiration, information, and fellowship 
they will gain at the Convention 
should help them to be even more ef- 
fective in their leadership education 
work. 

This great interdenominational 
Convention is being planned chiefly 
for the lay workers in the Protestant 
churches of Canada and the United 
States. It is in line with the long 
procession of Sunday school conven- 
tions which have been held every few 

years since 1832. The last popular In- 

ternational Sunday School Conven- 
tion was held in Des Moines, Iowa, 
in 1947 and was attended by about 
7,000 people. 

Unlike the Annual Meetings of the 
Division of Christian Education, Na- 
tional Council of Churches, and un- 
like many other important confer- 
ences, this convention is not a re- 
stricted body. All interested are wel- 
comed. It is hoped that ten thou- 
sand or more wili take advantage of 
this unusual opportunity. 

What will the coming convention 
do for your church and its program 


Mr. Walters is serving as director of the 
23rd International Sunday School Conven- 
tion, on loan from the Board of Christian 
Education and Publication of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Shively, first registrants for the Convention, travel 
from church to church offering leadership education courses. 


of Christian education? Here are 
some of the “outcomes which have a 
better chance of reaching your church 
school if a team of leaders (two, three 
or more persons) are sent to the con- 
vention. 

The convention will bring to your 
representatives, and through them to 
your church, a new inspiration and 
dedication to the Christian education 
task which faces us today. 

This inspiration will come through 
participation in the large assemblies 
of the convention. As thousands of 
teachers and leaders from church 
schools of many denominations in the 
United States and Canada come to- 
gether they may feel the oneness and 
extent of the Sunday school move- 
ment of which they are a part. 

As the convention program un- 
folds they will appreciate the begin- 
nings of the movement, learn of its 
growth, be challenged by the needs 
of the present and the potentials of 
the future, and dedicate .themselves 
to the great task ahead. 

The homes and neighborhoods of 
our country now have more children 
than at any time in history. Most par- 
ents desire the best for their children, 


-and look to the church and the school 


for help in rearing their families. This 
is reflected in the reports in the 1955 
issue of the Yearbook of American 


Churches which show an 8.1 per cent 
gain in Sunday school enrollment in 
1953 for an all-time high of 35,389,- 
466. The Census Bureau, looking 
ahead to 1975, estimates a population 
of 200 million in the United States. 
For that population it will be neces- 
sary to build 105,000 more churches 
and to develop Sunday school facili- 
ties for 32 million more children. The 
Cleveland Convention faces this de- 
mand upon the Sunday church 
schools. Its program endeavors to 
answer present-day questions. 

The convention program will offer 
practical and specific guidance for 
Christian education workers. The 
morning Bible study period will help 
all to gain a better and deeper un- 
derstanding of the basic truths of the 
Christian faith. Seventy-five minute 
periods on Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday mornings are devoted to 
worship, guided Bible reading, and 
presentations on the Bible by out- 
standing scholars. Those attending 
should bring their Bibles with them. 

Interest groups will be held. for 
teachers and leaders of all age groups, 
church school adminictrators, and 
other specialized leaders. A teacher 
of junior boys and girls, for example, 
will attend one of the interest groups 
particularly for junior teachers. On 
Thursday the interest group will con- 
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In this old house in Gloucester, England, recently demolished, Robert Raikes 
started his first Sunday school for girls, following the success of the one for 
boys begun earlier in 1780. 


sider ways of using the Bible with 
junior children. On Friday the group 
will discuss ways of working with the 
homes of junior age boys and girls. 
On Saturday, the teachers of juniors 
will give their attention to ways of 
reaching junior children outside the 
church school. Teachers of the va- 
rious age groups and other specialized 
leaders will consider the same daily 
convention emphases. . 

During the convention three after- 
noon periods and one evening session 
will be reserved for denominational 
meetings. These meetings will afford 
time for denominational fellowship 
and the discussion and consideration 
of denominational Christian educa- 
tion programs and emphases. Valu- 
able information and specific guid- 
ance may be obtained for use in local 
church school activities. 

Another source of practical help 
will be the exhibits. Here will be 
found church school curricular ma- 
terials, recently published books, sup- 
plies, classroom furniture, audio-visual 
equipment, films and filmstrips, Bible 
displays, Christian education period- 
icals, plus many educational and con- 
sultative exhibits. Frequent visits to 
the exhibit area will acquaint church 
school leaders with new and helpful 
resources for their Christian educa- 
tion programs. 

Added to these many values which 
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the representatives from your church 
may receive are still other experiences 
provided by a trip to a city like Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

In the Convention program time 
is allowed for delegates to attend 
Cleveland Sunday schools and 
churches. A list of church schools to 
visit will be provided. 

The city itself offers a variety of 
attractions. These include a beautiful 
lakeside location with drives, parks, 


and beaches; fine stores which appeal | 
to visitors; the outstanding Cleveland 
Museum of Art and several other in- } 
teresting museums; a number of in- 
stitutions of higher learning such as | 
Baldwin Wallace College, Fenn Col- | 
lege, and Western Reserve University, | 
Cleveland is also a convenient start- | 
ing point for trips to Niagara Falls, | 
vacation areas of northwestern Penn- 
sylvania and western New York, the 
lake region of Ontario, and the Mich- 
igan water wonderland. Attendance | 
at the convention with an added week 
of vacation in a well-chosen location |) 
may truly be a once-in-a-lifetime ex- | 
perience for those who come. i 
Now is the time to make plans and |) 
arrange budgets to send your team of 
representatives. Registration cards 
are available from your denominazs | 
tional headquarters, state or city coun- | 
cil office, and the 23rd International } 
Sunday School Convention headquar- |) 
ters, 79 E. Adams Street, Chicago 3, |) 
Illinois. 
Now is the time to answer the |) 
Call to the 23rd International Sunday | 
School Convention which urges, in |} 
the words of the Call to the 1832 | 
Convention “. . . all people working |) 
in their churches, in their interde- | 
nominational councils, in youth or- } 
ganizations, and with children in their | 
homes, to ‘COME UP, FELLOW } 
TEACHERS, TO THE CLEVE-} 
LAND CONVENTION WITH } 
STRONG FAITH; AND LET US| 
QUIT OURSELVES LIKE MEN. 
AND CHRISTIANS’.” 


How to Use This Issue of the Journal 


Children's workers will be delighted to learn that the new "Children 
and the Church" audio-visuals will soon be ready for distribution. 
These are described on page 40. Preliminary showings are being held 
this fall. See also the list of children's books on page 15, and the two 


short items on page 8. 


Workers with young people will be intrigued by the bell choir com- 
posed of junior highs, page 6. They will be sobered by youth's evalua- 
tion of youth work, page 17, and get insights into Bible teaching in 
the interesting comparison of versions, page 4. 


Board members will need copies of the "Functions of a Committee 
on Christian Education," page 8. The personnel committee described 
in ''Staffing the Church School," page 9, may be just what they are 
looking for. And they should give careful thought to the research 


findings on youth work, page 17. 


Convention posters (see cover) in color, size 14x17, may be obtained 
free from denominations and councils of churches. 


Had you thought of giving the "Journal" for Christmas? See the 


order blank, page 37. 
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: rayers Out of Daily Life 


Did you notice what you said as grace at table? 


| 


Maybe you should sing it; not say it. 


by Alethea and Oscar J. Rumpf 


| 

J ABLE GRACE has always been a 
tradition in our own family. In 
fact, so far as we know, parents and 
grandparents on, both sides of the 
house used table grace. But table 
prayers can become so traditional 
that they are meaningless. 

We can remember our too frequent 
use of the prayer— 

“Come Lord Jesus, be thou 
our guest, 
And let these gifts to us 
be blest. Amen.” 
ending in meaninglessness for several 
members of the family. It is\ not 
only our own children who, a mo- 
ment or two after “saying” the pray- 
er, declare, “We didn’t say our pray- 
‘er’; but my own father would on 
occasion be thinking more of farm 
goods than of God, only to awake 
and ask, “Did we pray?” 

On one occasion he insisted we 
pray it again so, since he was the 
father of our particular family, we 
prayed it again. My mother com- 
mented afterward, “We can ‘stand 
it’ to pray twice—and I guess the 
good Lord can, too.” 


Sing it, don't say it 

In order to keep table grace from 
becoming a meaningless ritual we 
have used a number of ways to say 
the thanks. A few years.ago we had 
been to a family camp where we 
learned a number of new things. We 
learned them as a family while do- 
ing them with other families. We re- 
turned to our home and to what 
had been our custom of each of us 
taking our turn composing a free 
prayer. 

When mother asked, “What shall 
we do for our table grace, tonight? 
Who will say grace?” the two young- 


The Rev. Mr. Rumpf is Director of the 
Bureau of Audio-Visual Aids for the Evan- 
gelical and Reformed Church, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 
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er children chorused, “Sing it, don’t 
say it!” And we did! We sang to- 
gether: “Allelou, Allelou, Allelou, 
Allelou, Praise ye the Lord.” Then 
we sang it antiphonally, one half 
singing the allelous and the other 
half singing the praise ye the Lord, 
with all joining in the last phrase 
praise ye the Lord. 

Since that time we have often 
sung our table grace. Among the 
prayers we have used are the follow- 
ing: 

“For health and 
food, 
We give Thee thanks, O Lord.” 

This may be sung as a three-part 

round. 


strength, and daily 


TuE DoxoLocy 


“Morning (noontime, or 

come, the board is spread, 
Thanks to him who giveth bread. 
Praise God for bread.’” 


evening) is 


“Lord, gratitude we offer all who labor 
that we may be fed; 

O, dignify our toil for them, bring kinship 
through our daily bread. Amen.” 

If a family is learning for the first 
time how to pray together there is 
no better way than singing the table 
grace. Even if only one or two mem- 
bers can carry a tune well, there is 
a harmony about singing the grace 
that can not be duplicated by unison 
recitation. 

On occasion we have had our fam- 
ily Bible reading before meals end- 
ing with a free prayer. We have 
read such Psalms as 24; 92: 1-4; 95; 


‘The music for this grace, as well as the 
words for others were printed in the March 
1954 "International Journal," page 7. These 
have been reprinted in attractive leaflet form 
and may be obtained for I0c each from the 
Department of Publications, National Council 
of Churches, 79 E. Adams St., Chicago 3, 
Illinois. See also "Songs Children Like," from 
the same address, $1.00. This contains sev- 
eral songs which may be used as graces. 


100; 103; and 107. From these 
Psalms we have memorized and used 
the following for table grace: 92: 
ee Cie SAS NOS NOE ae IIO/ Ss. ie 


Make up your family prayers 

We have composed our own pray- 
ers on almost every kind of an oc- 
casion. It is not difficult once you 
begin the practice. For a morning 
prayer we once wrote and used: 


“Lord, we have rested in the darkness, 
And we have risen with the light, 

We come refreshed and strengthened, 
Thankful for a quiet night. 


Lord, as now we eat together, 

May our fellowship be dear, 

Bless this food and keep us humble, 
Help us know we need thee near. 
Amen.” 

When a_ non-English speaking 
child came to live with us three years 
ago, our table grace was the same 
for weeks, a simple one he could eas- 
ily learn: “Father, we thank you for 
this food.” As a child the father in 
our family knew no English. He 
prayed in German. The prayer was 


simple: Abba Lieber Vater. Amen. 
It meant: “Dear Loving Father. 
Amen,” 


One of the best ways to learn to 
write one’s own prayers and to pray 
is to begin with the words, “Thank 
you, God, for...” The small child 
will name persons and things near- 
est and dearest to him. On occa- 
sion he will name all he knows. He 
may even interrupt the prayer to ask 
the name of something. As he grows 
in prayer life he will be introduced 
to such words as, “Help me to be 
kind . . . ” And later he will learn 
that very difficult word and way 
of life, “Forgive.” 


Begin with simple words 

If you and the members of your 
family have not been in the habit 
of saying grace before meals or pray- 
ing in each other’s presence it would 


13 


< 


Three Lions 


Why not give special thanks this Thanksgiving for the day, the meal, the 
meaning of the occasion? 


be advisable to start in a way most 
suitable to your own family. Obvi- 
ously, it is easier to begin with teach- 
ing the small child to say simple 
words like, “Thank you, God, for 
food. Amen,” 

A next step is to have the child 
name that for which he is thankful, 
like, “Thank you, God, for milk, and 
bread, and carrots.” Through prayer 
he might even become favorably dis- 
posed to eat the carrots and drink 
the milk—though this is not the ob- 
ject of the prayer. 

In the process of teaching our chil- 
dren to pray we ourselves learn. The 
simple words of children often leaven 
the wordy prayer-expressions of 
adults. Our children have taught us 
as much about prayer as we have 
taught them. : 

Actually, the best prayer experi- 
ences we have had are those fresh, 
new, interesting experiences of giv- 
ing thanks that grew out of daily 
life. Prayer must be real and mean- 
ingful. When little brother was born 
and brought home, thanking God 
was easy and we did it in a number 
of ways. When the dog killed the 
robin we had raised, we walked in 
the woods and talked at length about 
how God cares for birds. Prayer was 
a bit more difficult that night, but 
possible, nevertheless. 

As a child of nine, with a brother 
in Europe in World War I, the 
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father of this family was taught a 
special prayer. That prayer was real, 
for it was a life and death matter. 
When we bought a new car, gave a 
larger than usual gift for refugees, 
rode a swift and sure-footed pinto 
pony, or saw some wild deer with 
young fawns, they were sure to be 
included in our family altar experi- 
ence or in our evening bed-time 
prayers. 

One can begin by teaching young 
children to pray simple prayers. We 
should begin by becoming prayers 
ourselves, and by introducing our 
children from infancy to a life of 
prayer in a family that prays. We 
have supported the practice of pray- 
er by folding the childrens’ hands 
between our own, by bowing our 
heads, kneeling with them by the 
chair or the bedside. 


Let prayer fill the house 

We have always kept certain reli- 
gious pictures displayed in our home. 
Among them we felt it was neces- 
sary to have Jesus teaching, Jesus in 
prayer in Gethsemane, and the Lord’s 
Supper. Many times when our three 
children were babes in arms forming 
their first words, we would carry 
them about the house, looking at 
these pictures. We asked the children 
to repeat a few words after us. Thus 
they became acquainted with a Jesus 
who prayed, as well as a Jesus who 


taught and healed. Our occasional 
use of the Lord’s Prayer in our fam- | 
ily altar experience has deepened j 
their respect for this Jesus who | 
prayed as no other man. ii 

Bibles belong in bedrooms as well — 
as living rooms. We do not use ours | 


as much as we should, but we don’t | 


hesitate using it anywhere the fam- 
ily congregates. It may be on the 
floor in front of the television set— 
after a program, in the room where 
Daddy studies, around the dining 


room table, outdoors, or in the chil- | 


dren’s or parents’ bedrooms. In these | 
familiar surroundings where much of | 
life is lived and enjoyed we have read | 
our Bible, told stories, related ex- | 
periences, played games out of which © 
our prayers grew and flowered. 

It is well for children to know that 7 
Hannah, the woman, prayed, but it |) 
means more to know that Samuel, the — 
boy, prayed. David and Jonathan | 
prayed. Isaiah prayed—“in the year | 
King Uzziah died,” and he prayed | 
in a song of thanksgiving (Isaiah 12): 


“T will give thanks to Thee, O Lord.” |_ 


Other prophets prayed, like Jeremiah | 
(ch. 17:7 ff), Daniel (ch. 9:15 ff), |) 
and Jonah (ch. 4:1-3). To these per- | 
sons and their prayers parents should | 
introduce their children. Families © 
should have an opportunity to know |) 
that Jesus blessed the bread and the | 
fish (Matthew 14:19). One leper re- | 
turned to give thanks. Peter lifted up | 
his voice in prayer. 


Give special praise at 
Thanksgiving 

The Thanksgiving season is upon 
us. The season originally meant a | 
renewal of faith and the birth of free- 
dom. We still need to give thanks | 
for faith and freedom. Both of these 
are instrumental in producing plenty 
for all. Our giving thanks for plenty 
should lead us to share our bounty 
with our brothers. 

Why not give special thanks this 
Thanksgiving for the day, the meal, 
the meaning of the occasion? You 
may do one or all of the following: 
sing a hymn, “Now Thank We All 
Our God”; use a prayer composed by 
the children; close with the Doxology. 
Or else have everyone in the family 
Say a sentence prayer, or ask one 
member of the family to read Psalm 
100. 

And if these do not suit your taste, 
turn to one of the singing graces sug- 
gested earlier. Sing it, don’t say it! 
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| Bel entures or the Family 


wy) hrough Wooks 


by Imo Ruyle Foster 


GOOD BOOK is always suit- 

able as a Christmas or birthday 
present. The following list may help 
those who are interested in purchas- 
ing for themselves or in giving books 
which have religious value. Many 
churches make books of this kind 
available to families through their 
libraries, but it is also important that 
families own good books. 

Many of the books listed have to 
do with relationships among people 
across racial, occupational and na- 
tional boundaries; others are of a 
biblical or devotional nature. Since 
attitudes are formed primarily within 
the family circle, there can be real 


_ adventure in using these books in the 


home. This kind of reading is a val- 
uable supplement to religious educa- 
tion in the church. 


Along with the books in this list 
the Friendship Press books (world 
friendship) should be considered. For 
a listing of the current books write 
your denominational house or the 
Friendship Press, 257 Fourth Ave., 
New York 10, N.Y. 


Books can be ordered through de- 
nominational book stores. Prices are 
subject to change. 


For children to ten years 

Big Brother Danny, by~Jean Fiedler, 
illustrated by Harold Fiedler. When 
Danny’s baby sister was brought home 
from the hospital he thought she took 
too much of Mother’s time until he found 
he had a part in her care, too. Holiday 
House, 1953. $1.75. (4-8 yrs.) 

Johnny Jack and His Beginnings, by 
Pearl S. Buck, illustrated by Kurt Werth. 
A little boy learns about many beginnings, 
including his and his baby sister’s through 
simple conversation with his mother. The 
John Day Co., 1954. 47 p. $2.50 (5-8 
yrs. ) 

A Book About God, by Florence Mary 


Fitch, illustrated by Leonard Weisgard. 


Mrs. Foster is the wife of the Editor of 
the International Journal. 
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For children of all faiths with a simple 
message for adults, too. Brief text with 
colored illustrations. Lothrop, Lee and 
Shepard, 1953. $2.00 (4-8 yrs.) 

The Boy Jesus, written and illustrated 
by Pelagie Doane. Story of Jesus, begin- 
ning with his birth and ending with his 
return from Jerusalem at the age of 
twelve. Oxford University Press, 1953. 
45 p. $3.00 (4-10 yrs.) 

My First Book About Jesus, by Mary 
Alice Jones, illustrated by Robert Hatch. 
A simple text with large colored illustra- 
tions. Rand McNally, 1953. $1.00. 
(4-8 yrs.) 

Jesus Goes to School, by Carrie Lou 
Goddard, pictures by Doris Stolberg. Story 
of Jesus and his school friends which 
children will like to read or hear. Abing- 
don Press, 1954. $1.00 (5-8 yrs.) 


If I’'d Been Born in Bethlehem, written 
and illustrated by Joan Gale Thomas. 
Told by a little girl who imagined she 
lived in Bethlehem when Jesus was born. 
Lothrop, Lee and Shepard. (Protestant 
edition) 1954. $1.00 (3-6 yrs.) 

Stories of Jesus, by Ethel L. Smither, 
illustrated by Kurt Wiese. Eleven stories, 
beginning with Jesus’ birth and ending 
with the Easter story. Abingdon Press, 
1954. 80 p. $1.50. (6-10 yrs.) 


Star of Wonder, by Robert R. Coles, 
chairman of the Hayden Planetarium, and 
Frances Frost. Pictures by Paul Galdone. 
A little boy and his sister visit the plane- 
tarium and agree that the important thing 
about the Star of Bethlehem is that its 
message can still shine in the hearts of 
people today. McGraw-Hill, 1953. 48 p. 
$2.25. (6-10 yrs.) 

Noel for Jeanne-Marie, written and 
illustrated by Francoise. A Christmas story 
from the south of France, showing some 
of the customs there. Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, 1953. $2.25. (4-8 yrs.) 

The Christmas Donkey, by Alta Hal- 
verson Seymour, illustrated by W. T. 
Mars. Michel worked to give his “grand’ 
Maman” a donkey for Christmas. Infor- 
mation about the creche and customs of 
southern France add much to the story. 
Wilcox and Follett, 1953. 128 p., $2.50 
(8-11 yrs.) 

The Birthday Story, by Ruth Jaeger 
Buntain, pictures by Eloise Wilkin. Lucy 
finds friends and playmates while trying 
to find the owner of a lost birthday 
present. Holiday House, 1953. $2.00 


(5-8 yrs.) 


The Oldest, the Youngest and the One 
in the Middle, by Lillian Gardner, pic- 
tures by Doris Stolberg. Missie, an only 
child, and her friend Peter organize a club 
which is lots of fun because it is for all 
—the oldest, youngest and middle ones. 
Franklin Watts, 1954. 64 p. $2.50 (5-8 
yrs. ) 

Rain in the Winds, story and pictures 
by Claire and George Louden. A little 
Indian boy and his big elephant friend 
have a part in bringing a better future to 
the people of India. Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, 1953. $2.50 (5-8 yrs.) 


Cotton Top, written and illustrated by 
Jean O’Neill. Cotton Top likes her home 
in North Carolina. While still young she 
learns that “things don’t bring real happi- 
ness.” Lothrop, Lee and Shepard, 1953. 
$2.50. (4-7 yrs.) 


For children to 12 years 


The Beatinest Boy, by Jesse Stuart, illu- 
strated by Robert Henneberger. An orph- 
an boy finds a way to express his love in 
a Christmas gift to his grandmother. Some 
true incidents from the Kentucky hills. 
Whittlesey House, 1953. 110 p. $2.25. 
(8-12 yrs.) 

Bright Summer, by Ernie Rydberg, illu- 
strated by Vera Neville. Teresita and her 
Mexican family are migrants. While Tere- 
sita worked in the California orchards her 
teacher helped her have a bright summer 
—and a bright future. Longmans, Green 
and Co., 1953. 131 p. $2.50. (8-11 yrs.) 

The Caves of the Great Hunters, by 
Hans Baumann. From pictures found in 
some of the old caves it is evident that 
the early hunters sought aid from the 


Great Spirit. Pantheon, 1954. 160 p. 
$3.00. (8-14 yrs.) 
Communication: From Cave Writing 


to Television, by Julie Forsyth Batchelor, 
illustrated by C. D. Batchelor. Good back- 
ground material for understanding early 
attempts in Communications as well as in- 
formation about modern ways of becom- 
ing acquainted with peoples around the 
world. Harcourt, Brace and Co., 1953. 
116 p. $2.50. (8-12 yrs.) 

The Courage of Sarah Noble, by Alice 
Dalgliesh, illustrated by Leonard Weis- 
gard. A true story of Sarah as she 
learned that an Indian home has love 
and courage too. Charles Scribner’s Sons, 
1954. 55 p. $2.00. (8-12 yrs.) 

Curious Missie, by Virginia Sorensen, 
illustrated by Marilyn Miller. One little 
girl’s curiosity brought books, knowledge 
and cooperation to a rural community. 
Harcourt, Brace and Co., 1953. 208 p. 
$2.75. (8-12 yrs.) 

It Happened to Hannah, by Ruth 
Rounds, illustrated by Dorothy Bayley 
Morse. Finding a Star of David and be- 
ing given a saint’s medal had a part in 
helping Hannah to be a better Methodist 
while keeping a place in her heart for 
friends of other faiths. E. P. Dutton, 
1954. 123 p. $2.50. (8-12 yrs.) 

The Juggler of Notre Dame, retold and 
illustrated by Mary Fidelis Todd. This old 
French legend brings to children a lesson 
about sharing even minor talents. Whitt- 
lesey House, 1954. 38 p. $2.00. (7-12 yrs.) 
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Let’s Believe, by Agnes Sanford, illu- 
strated by Ted Sanford. Interpretation of 
some basic principles of life. The author 
tries to bring children into conscious re- 
lationship with God. Harper and Brothers, 
1954. 121 p. $2.00. (7-12 yrs.) 


Magic Maize, by Mary Buff, illustrated 
by Conrad Buff. A story from Guatemala 
of Fabian and his family and their con- 
tacts with white people. Houghton Miff- 
lin, 1953. 76 p. $3.00. (8-12 yrs.) 


Mama Hattie’s Girl, written and illus- 
trated by Lois Lenski. Lula Bell was hap- 
py to leave ‘““Mama Hattie” and move up 
North, but she found difficulties there 
too. J. B. Lippincott, 1953. 182 p. $3.00. 
(8-12 yrs.) 


Rachel, by Mina Lewiton, illustrated 
by Howard Simon. The author shares 
some true incidents in the life of a young 
girl and her friends in New York. Frank- 
lin Watts, 1954. 185 p. $2.50. (9-12 yrs.) 


The River Horse, by Nina Frey, Guate- 
malan life is pictured in the story of 
young Arana seeking and finding a 
“danta,’ a river horse. Wm. R. Scott, 
1953. 150 p. $2.50. (8-12 yrs.) 


The Shooting Star, by Margot Benary- 
Isbert, translated from the German by 
Richard and Clara Winston, illustrated 
by Oscar Liebman. An eight-year-old girl 
found adventure in the majestic Alps 
where she made friends with a donkey 
which seemed to have come right out of 
the Christmas story. Harcourt, Brace and 
Co., 1954. 118 p. $2.25. (8-12 yrs.) 


The Wishing Apple Tree, by Jean Both- 
well, illustrated by Marshall Davis. Nora’s 
unkind, but true, remarks about the un- 
attractive little church caused some local 
children and adults to make it into an 
attractive place of worship before Nora 
returned. Harcourt, Brace and Co., 1953. 
214 p. $2.95. (9-12 yrs.) 


....and now Miguel, by Joseph Krum- 
gold, illustrated by Jean Charlot. Miguel 
is a real boy and lives in the Southwest. 
He finds he must include others in his 
wishes and prayers. Author received the 
John Newberry award for this book. 


Thomas Y. Crowell, 1953. 245 p. $2.75. - 


(10-14 yrs.) 


For young peopie 

Bennett High, by Marguerite Dickson. 
A high school girl and her mother learn 
what her father and brother knew—that 
position and occupation do not need to 
divide people. Longmans, Green and Co., 
N. Y. 1953. 218 p. $2.75. (13-17 yrs.) 


A Cap for Mary Ellis, by Hope Newell. 
Mary and a friend were invited to be the 
first Negroes to enter a nurses’ training 
school in the east. Their good work help- 
ed to open the school to other girls. Har- 
per and Brothers, 1953. 208 p. $2.50. 
(12-18 yrs.) 

Freedom River, by Marjory Stoneman, 
illustrated by Edward Shenton. The story 
of Florida in 1845 when three boys learn- 
ed about freedom. One exercised his free- 
dom when he realized no one has a right 
to own another. Charles Scribner’s Sons, 
1953. 264 p. $3.00. (12 yrs. and up) 
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Freedom Train, by Dorothy Sterling, 
illustrated by Ernest Crichlow. The story 
of Harriet Tubman, American Negro, who 
took hundreds of her people to freedom on 
the underground railroad. Doubleday and 


Co., Garden City, 1954. 191 p. $2.50. 
(10-14 yrs.) 
George Washington Carver, by Anne 


Terry White, illustrated by Douglas Gors- 
line. An excellent story of Dr. Carver and 
his great contributions to the South—and 
to all the world. Random House, 1953. 
182 p. $1.50. (10-14 yrs.) 


Go, Team, Go! by John R. Tunis. Vic- 
tory comes to an Indiana basketball team 
only after its members win a battle over 
their own self interests. William Morrow 


and Co., 1954. 215 p. $2.75 (12-17 yrs.) 


Home Is Where the Heart Is, by Mil- 
dred Mastin Pace. A little girl finds a 
home is more than a house as she helps 
to bring the outside world into a Ken- 
tucky mountain community. Whittlesey 
House, 1954. 191 p. $2.50. (12-16 yrs.) 


The House of the Fifers, by Rebecca 
Caudill, decorations by Genia. In sharing 
the hardships caused by a Kentucky 
drought, Monica becomes a real Fifer by 
learning to think of others. Longmans, 
Green and Co., 1954. 184 p. $2.75. 
(12-17 yrs.) 


Hue and Cry, by Elizabeth Yates. In 
N. H., in 1836 the Austins welcomed an 
embittered Irish boy into their family life 
and were enriched by him. Coward-Mc- 
Cann, 1953. 248 p. $3.00 (12-17 yrs.) 


A Long Time Coming, by Phyllis A. 
Whitney. The author sets up a true-to- 
fact, but fictitious, midwest migrant com- 
munity in which local residents and Mexi- 
can-Americans find common ground of 
understanding. McKay Co., 1954. 261 p. 
$3.00. (14-yrs. and up) 


Meeting in the Mountains, by John B. 
Prescott, illustrated by Larry Toschik. 
Story of some of America’s earliest inhabi- 
tants, among whom a young boy does 
some independent thinking and becomes a 
leader. Longmans, Green and Co., 1953. 
181 p. $2.75. (11-15 yrs.) 


Michelangelo, by Elizabeth Ripley, with 
illustrations from the artist’s works. This 
companion volume to Leonardo da Vinci 
gives interesting facts about the artist’s 
life, his struggles and religious devotion. 
Oxford University Press, 1953. 69 p. 
$3.00 (12 yrs. and up) 


My Friend Yakub, by Nicholas Kalash- 
nikoff, illustrated by Feodor Rojankovsky. 
The true story of the author’s old friend 
who brought good influences into his life 
as they shared many experiences in a 
Siberian village. Charles Scribner’s Sons, 
1953. 249 p. $2.75. (10-15 yrs.) 


The Pool of Knowledge, by Katherine 
B. Shippen. A U.N. story of the sharing 
of knowledge and skills around the world. 
Harper and Brothers, 1954. 148 p. $2.50. 
(12 yrs. and up) 


Top of the Mountain, by Ruth Adams 
Knight. A young American has a dramatic 
adventure in the mountains of Europe. He 


finds friendship and learns his part in 
making a better world. Doubleday and 
Co., Garden City, 1953. 222 p. $2.75. 
(12-17 yrs.) 


Twelve Citizens of the World, by 
Leonard S. Kenworthy, illustrated by Wm. 


Sharp. Biographical sketches of twelve 
“world citizens’ who have worked for 
understanding and cooperation across 


boundaries. Doubleday and Co., Garden 
City, 1953. 286 p. $3.50. (12 yrs. and up) 


A World Full of Homes, by William A. 
Burns, pictures by Paula Hutchinson. For 
centuries man has sought shelter. The 
shelters became homes only when family 
love entered. Whittlesey House, 1953. 
120 p. $2.50. (10-14 yrs.) 


Young Heroes of the Living Religions, 
by Joseph Gaer, illustrated by Anne Marie 
Jauss. These twelve young men are re- 
membered for their seeking a better way 
of life for mankind rather than because 
they were warriors or kings. Little, Brown 
and Co., 1953. 201 p. $2.75. (12 yrs. ¥4 
and up) | 


The Young Traveler in Switzerland, by 


-Mariann Meier, photographs by Henry C. 


Pitz. As a young American travels through 
Switzerland he learns of the important 
things this small, neutral country has 
given to the world. E. P. Dutton and Co., 
1954. 223 p. $3.00 (12 yrs. and up) 


Your Prayers and Mine, compiled by 
Elizabeth Yates, decorations by Nora S. 
Unwin. Collection of prayers from many 
lands and centuries. Houghton Mifflin 
Co., 1954. 64 p. $2.00. (12 yrs. and up) 


For young people and adults 

Cradle of Our Faith, by John C. Tre- 
ver. A journey through the Holy Land 
with colored photographs taken by the 
author. Brief text. For Jews, Catholics, 
Muslims and Protestants who share an 
interest in the Holy Land. Newsfoto Pub- 
lishing Co., San Angelo, Texas. 1954. 
$3.00. 


Each One Teach One, by Marjorie 
Medary. Facts about Frank Laubach and 
his literacy campaign in many lands. 
Longmans, Green and Co., 1954. 227 p. 
$3.00 until Jan. 1, 1955; then $3.75. 


Everyday Life in New Testament Times, 
by A. C. Bouquet, drawings by Marjorie 
Quennell. Information about life of ordi- 
nary people during the first century in 
Palestine and surroundings. First printed 
in England. Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1953. 
235 p. $3.50. 


The Journal of an Ordinary Pilgrim, 
anonymous. A wife and mother shares 
some of her thoughts as she searches for 
the real purpose of life. She experiences a 
growing knowledge of God, his world, his 
place in her life, her place in his uni- 
verse. Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 
1954. 133 p. $2.00. 


Meditations of the Heart, by Howard 
Thurman. The meditations speak to the 
deep needs of the human spirit. For indi- 
viduals or small groups. Harper and 
Brothers, N. Y. 1953. 216 p. $2.75. 


A Treasury of the Kingdom, compiled 


International Journal of Religious Education 


by E. A. Blackburn and others. An an- 
thology of religious writings from the 
Bible and other sources. Oxford University 
Press, N. Y. 1954. 280 p. $3.50. 


All ages 


American Folk Songs for Christmas, 
compiled by Ruth Crawford Seeger, illus- 
trated by Barbara Cooney. Collection of 
songs and carols used in early America. 
Doubleday and Co., Garden City, 1953. 


80 p. $3.00. 


Carols for the Twelve Days of Christ- 
mas, compiled and arranged by Percy M. 
Young. Fifty carols and hymns arranged 
in sequence for the twelve days of the 
Christmas season. Roy Publishers, N. Y. 
1954. 140 p. $3.50. 

Look Up and Live, by Margaret Palmer 
Fisk, art work by Sally Sargent Turner. 
A family adventure in relaxing fellowship 
with bodily movement, accompanied with 


hymns, Scripture and poetry. Macalester 
Park Publishing Co., 1953. 97 p. $3.00. 

Who Gave Us, written and illustrated 
by Madeleine Gekiere. The contributions 
of many peoples are shown in simple illus- 
trations and brief text. Pantheon Books, 
1953; .$3.00: 


For a listing of books published earlier but 
still good, see Mrs. Foster's articles in the 
Journal for November 1952 and 1953. 


The Church Helps Young People—Some 


A report on one phase of an important survey on 
the role of the church in the lives of young people 


by Helen Spaulding 


OUNG PEOPLE and _ young 

adults who have participated at 
one time or another in church ac- 
tivities are convinced that the church 
has a vital influence in their lives. 


At least the great majority of those 
interviewed in a study conducted by 
the National Council of Churches 
think so. 

More than 1300 young people and 
young adults in 188 local churches 
from coast to coast were asked to 
give frank answers to the question of 
the importance of the church in their 
personal lives. 

Half of the persons interviewed 
were no longer considered as active 
in the church’s program, but even 
these thought that the church had 
exerted a vital influence. Seventy- 
two out of every hundred of these 
“inactive” young people and young 
adults replied affirmatively to the 
question. ; ; 

Ninety-three in every 100 young 
people and young adults still active 
in the life of the church said the 
church was important to them. 

The young people said that the 
church had influenced them in many 
ways, especially by fostering the de- 
velopment of religious faith, a phil- 
osophy or way of life, attitudes and 
beliefs, and had provided a place to 
worship God. 


Miss Spaulding is Director of Research in 
Christian Education, National -Council of 
Churches, Chicago, Illinois. 


November, 1954 


But the adults who worked with 
the young people weren’t so sure. 
Only 69 per cent of the adults inter- 
viewed believed that the church’s in- 
fluence in the lives of young people 
had been vital. 


How the survey was conducted 

The survey was conducted by grad- 
uate students in 20 colleges, uni- 
versities, and seminaries during the 
past several years. They went into 
churches of 17 denominations in 
large cities and small towns, in indus- 
trial and suburban areas and in farm- 
ing communities. Some of the church- 
es had strong, well-developed educa- 
tional programs, while others were 
average or weak. 

Ten persons in each church were 
interviewed as a random sample. Two 
were senior high youth active in the 
church; two others were senior highs 
who had dropped out of church ac- 
tivities. Four young adults, 23 years 
of age or older, were interviewed. 
Two of these were still participating 
in church groups, two others had 
been participants in the past five 
years but were no longer active. Two 
adults who work with young people 
were also interviewed. 


The young people were asked to 
rate the effectiveness of the church’s 
total program, so far as they were 
concerned. In general they thought 
the church was doing a better job in 
traditional program areas like teach- 
ing Bible content and application and 


church history, than in newer areas 
such as the development of Christian 
attitudes on social issues, counseling 
on problems of marriage and dating, 
and helping in vocational decisions. 

But even so, the young people said 
the church was more effective when 
it helped them develop Christian at- 
titudes on subjects like race relations 
than in providing opportunities for 
personal experiences with other racial 
or social groups. 

Because the young people usually 
rated the church rather high, the 
low scores given to areas related to 
Christian social relationships and per- 
sonality development are particularly 
significant. 

Each person was asked to recall 
the activities in which he was cur- 
rently involved or had once partici- 
pated. Eighty-four per cent, for ex- 
ample, said that they had been a part 
of a youth group, fellowship, or Chris- 
tian Endeavor. Seventy-one per cent 
had attended Sunday church school 
and 38 per cent had gone to the 
church’s regular Sunday worship 
services. 


Program activities rank low 

They were also asked to name the 
activities in which they had “rich 
and lasting experiences.” These sta- 
tistics will cause church officials and 
leaders much concern because they 
seem to indicate a very ineffective 
program. Only one-third of the total 
group reported that they had had 
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fellowship group, and the church 
school was mentioned by only 21 in a 
hundred. Only one out of five said 
that the Sunday church worship had 
been a rich and lasting experience. 

Even more depressing, just two out 
of every hundred interviewed said 
they had found lasting value in the 
communicant’s class, the special class 
giving preparation for church mem- 
bership, usually conducted by the 
minister. 

Although only 18 young people out 
of every hundred interviewed recalled 
participating in a church camp, con- 
ference, caravan, or rally, 15 out of 
the 18 said this was where they had 
gained valuable Christian experiences. 

The 18 per cent who remembered 
having served the church as ushers, 
on committees, or in the church of- 
fice, did not see any lasting value in 
those activities. 

Dramatics had claimed the par- 
ticipation of only four young people 
out of a hundred and only one re- 
membered any great experiences. 

On the other hand, of the amazing- 
ly small two per cent who had par- 
ticipated in interdenominational pro- 
grams and events, all reported they 
had found rich rewards for their time 
and effort. 


Personal leadership ranked high 

A high percentage of young people 
indicated that it had been their adult 
leaders and teachers who had inter- 
ested them in the church and the 
Christian way of life. The import- 
ance of this influence was mentioned 
by 81 per cent of active young peo- 
ple and young adults, and by 70 per 
cent of inactive youth. Sixty-five per 
cent of the inactive young adults 
recalled effective teachers. 

However, 10 out of every hundred 
persons interviewed considered the 
adult leadership ineffective, but still 
reported that the church had favor- 
ably influenced their lives. 

The reasons for effective adult 
leadership mentioned most often by 
the young people (in the order of 
frequency) were sincerity, an at- 
tractive Christian personality, a per- 
sonal example in Christian living, 
concern for and interest in young 
people, and ability as a teacher. 
They suggested improvements 

The young people and young adults 
also made concrete suggestions for 
churches interested in strengthening 
their youth programs. Some of the 
most common suggestions, in the or- 
der of frequency, follow: 

They urged the churches to con- 
sider more age levels and interests 


when planning programs and cited 
as frequently inadequate the activi- 
ties for older young people, married 
youth, college students, and em- 
ployed young people. They charged 
the church with failing to use and 
develop particular talents and spe- 
cial interests. 

They said better planning and a 
greater effort to relate program con- 
tent with everyday relationships 
would improve the quality of the 
church’s program. They asked for 
a deeper challenge to religious living. 

They also asked for better and 
more atractive adult leadership, for 
more adults competently trained in 
youth work, and for ministers inter- 
ested in young people and able to 
preach to them. 

Better recreational activities, strong- 
er efforts in youth evangelism, and 
more opportunity for youth initiative 


‘and participation in general policy 


making and program planning were 
also suggested. 

The National Council’s Youth De- 
partment, which asked the Central 
Department of Research and Survey 
to make the study, is planning to 
share the findings in detail with de- 
nominational and state council youth 
leaders as an aid to program plan- 
ning. 


Sea 


Rodney M. Britten 


Conferences were remembered by the young people as giving valuable Christian experiences. 
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~-@ B Worship Resources 


THEME FOR DecEMBER: Christmas 
For the Leader: 

Plans for December were made the last 
Sunday in November, which is tradition- 
ally the first Sunday of the Advent sea- 
son. (See the October International Jour- 
nal, page 22.) At that time, suggestions 
were made for the various types of Christ- 
mas observances for the primary depart- 
ment. Since many people ask for help 
with creative dramatization, we shall give 
here suggestions for two carol dramatiza- 
tions. Note that the music for the second 
Sunday may have to be ordered in ad- 
vance by mail. 

The numbered hymns are found in 


Hymns for Primary Worship, Westmin- 
ster or Judson Press. 


1. Christmas Peace 

PRELUDE: “It Came Upon the Midnight 
Clear” 

LEADER: 

I am sure many of you recognized our 
quiet music to be the carol, “It Came 
Upon the Midnight Clear.” This carol 
tells of the angels’ message to the shep- 
herds, about how the Baby Jesus came 
to bring peace on earth. This morning we 
will add another candle to our Advent 
lights—one for Peace. I shall read for our 
call to worship the part from the Bible 
giving the angels’ song of peace. (Read 
Luke 2:8-14) 

Let us now light our Advent candles, 
one for Love, and one for Peace. (Light 
candles, These should be lighted by an 
adult unless you have a long candle light- 
er which is entirely safe for children 
to use.) 

PRAYER: 

Our Father, we are thinking today 
about love and peace. We thank thee that 
the Baby Jesus came to bring love and 
peace to the world. We are sorry all peo- 
ple do not have peace. Help us to make 
our own lives and homes ‘more loving and 
peaceful as we remember Jesus. Amen. 
Orrerinc: “Father Bless the Gifts We 

Bring Thee” 169 
DraMaATIzATION: “The Friendly Beasts” 

“This morning we are going to act out 
a song about Jesus. (‘The Friendly 
Beasts,’ No. 71.) I know you have ‘play- 
ed’ stories before. We will play this song 
in much the same way. Let us read the 
words first from our song chart.” (This 
may be printed on a blackboard, on news- 
print or on the back of wallpaper.) Read 
and discuss unfamiliar words. Ask how 
many “beasts” it talks about, such as 
donkey, cow, sheep, and dove. Ask what 
else they will need, At the suggestion of 
“The Holy Family,” choose a “Mary” 
and “Joseph.” Place “Mary” on a chair 


*Plymouth Congregational Church, Des Moines, 
Towa. 
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Primary ED epdctment 


by Edna B. Trickey* 


with her arms cradled as if holding a 
child. “Joseph”? stands behind her at her 
side. Ask who is the first animal to come. 
Call for a “donkey” volunteer. As the 
volunteer comes forward, have the rest 
read the verse about the “donkey.” The 
“donkey” could nod his head and kneel 
before “The Holy Family.” Proceed in the 
same way for the “cow,” and the “‘sheep.” 
The “dove” may wish to stand on a 
chair to appear higher up. Try to use as 
many children’s suggestions as possible. 
Let it be their creative dramatization even 
though it is not perfect. 


Read and explain last verse. Have 
“beasts” return to their seats now and 
sing two stanzas of song to become fam- 
iliar with the tune. 


Now repeat dramatization with those 
remaining in their seats singing the words 
while others act out the song. Each 
“beast”? may pretend to hand the mother 
something, as the song suggests. 


Dismiss with simple short prayer. 


(Continue “The Friendly Beasts’? music 
as children leave.) 

(This dramatization may be shared with 
another group, or be used as the chil- 
dren’s part of the Christmas program.) 


2. Christmas Joy 
For THE LEADER: 


Among the suggestions given for this 
month were the dramatizations of two 
hymns suitable for use with primary chil- 
dren. In last Sunday’s service ‘The 
Friendly Beasts’ was suggested. If time 
was insufficient to do that satisfactorily, 
or you need more practice with it in order 
to share the dramatization with another 
group, you may wish to repeat the same 
service this morning after lighting the 
Advent candle for the day. 


In case you wish another service, the 
dramatization of “Bring (or Here) a 
Torch, Jeanette, Isabella’ is given. The 
whole department may be worked into 
this, for in the “townspeople,” you may 
use as many people as desired. One group 
of children should have the words to 
“Here a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella,’ and 
sing them while others pantomime the 
song. The singers will need to practice be- 
fore time for the service. (This carol is 
printed in a number of different versions 
in various hymnals and books of carols. 
Not all of them include specific reference 
to the Baker. The dramatization suggested 
here is based on the version given in 
Christmas Carols Made Easy to Play or 
Sing, by Mary Bacon Mason, published 
by the Oliver Ditson Company. It may be 
obtained through any music store or from 
Carl Fischer, Inc., 306 S. Wabash Ave., 
Chicago, Illinois for 85c, cash with order, 
postage included. It may also be obtain- 
ed in choral form for mixed voices with 
piano accompaniment carrying the melody. 
Ask for “Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isa- 
bella,’ arranged by Clarence Dickinson 


DECEMBER 


and published by the H. W. Gray Co. This 
is 20c cash with order, from Lyon and 
Healy, 243 S. Wabash, Chicago, III.) 


PRELUDE: “Joy to the World” (This song 
is in most hymnals) 
LEADER: 

As Christmas time draws nearer our 
hearts are filled with joy, as the opening 
music told us this morning. We have 
lighted Advent candles for Love and 
Peace. Today we light the one for Joy. 
As (name of child or adult) lights the 
candles let us repeat these words: ‘‘We 
light this candle for Love. We light this 
candle for Peace. We light this candle for 
Joy.” After (name of child) reads our 
scripture about Joy, (Luke 2:10-11) let 
us stand and sing “Joy to the World.” 
(The child reading the scripture should 
have practiced beforehand.) 


OFFERING: “Father, Bless These Gifts We 

Bring Thee” 169 
DramatTizaTion, “Bring a Torch, Jea- 

nette, Isabella” 

Last Sunday we “played” the song ‘“The 
Friendly Beasts.” Today we will talk about 
the song, “Here (or Bring) a Torch 
Jeanette, Isabella” and perhaps you will 
want to play that too. 

“Here a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella” is a 
French carol loved by the country peo- 
ple of France. This is the story told in 
the song: 


Two girls, Jeanette and Isabella, go 
with candles or lighted sticks called 
torches to the stable. There they find the . 
Mother Mary and her beautiful Baby 
Jesus. 


Listen while our choir sings the words 
which tell you this part of the story. (Sing 
first stanza.) You heard in the song that 
Jeanette and Isabella announced to the 
friends of the village that they had found 
the Mother and Child. In the second 
stanza the village folk come toward the 
stable and the singers tell them to be 
very quiet, not to waken the baby. Let 
us listen now as our choir sings. (Sing 
second stanza.) 


The people enter softly and walk by 
the cradle to see the beautiful sleeping 
child. All is very quiet until at the door 
is heard a baker-man who sells cakes to 
the people. He sees this crowd and thinks 
it is a good chance to sell cakes. He 
knocks loudly on the door and someone 
lets him in. Listen as our choir sings 
about the baker-man. (Sing third stanza.) 

The people speak to the baker and tell 
him he may come in softly and see the 
lovely Baby Jesus. He discovers that the 
people have found something far more 
wonderful than cakes. The people kneel 
around the manger bed and the baker lays 
his cakes aside and falls on his knees too, 
to see the Baby smiling in its dreams. 


Listen again as our choir sings. (Sing 
fourth stanza.) (Candles on the worship 
center might best be extinguished now for 
safety during dramatization). How many 
people would like to play this song as the 
choir sings it? Let’s remember again 
what we will do. First, we will need a 
“Mother” to hold her arms as though she 
has a chiJd, and a “Joseph” to stand be- 
hind the “Mother Mary.” Then we will 
need “Jeanette” and “Isabella.” (Choose 
characters.) “Jeanette” and “Isabella,” 


19 


holding their right hands high as if carry- 
ing torches, will come to the stable. Let 
us play this first part of the story with 
the choir. (Choir sings.) 

Now all the other people come to the 
stable. “Jeanette” and “Isabella” tell them 
to come quietly. Let us play that part 
now as the choir sings. 

Next we will need a “baker-man” to 
knock at the door and call, “Come, open 


the door.” (Choose someone and play 
third stanza.) 
“Jeanette” may open the door for the 


“baker” as the villagers kneel quietly 
around the “Mother” who is holding the 
baby. The “baker” sets his cakes down 
and kneels too, for here is something more 
wonderful than any cakes could ever be. 


After we have “played” this part, let us 
remain kneeling and bow our heads for 
a closing prayer. After the prayer we 
will go quietly out to the music of “Joy 
to the World.” Let us play the last stanza 
now as the choir sings. (Play over as time 
allows.) 

CLosinGc PRAYER: 

Our Heavenly Father, we thank thee 
again for sending the Baby Jesus to this 
world. Our hearts are full of joy as we 
kneel again before him and look forward 
to his birthday. Help us to be the kind 
of boys and girls he would want us to be. 
Amen. 

CLosinc Hymn: “Joy to the World” 

(play music while groups pass quietly 

to their rooms.) 


Cathedral “Films 
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HOLY NIGHT 


Isaiah’s prophecy. 
.. journey to Bethlehem den 

and manger scene. 

W — $15.00 per day. 


ESCAPE TO EGYPT 


. fulfillment... 


May be used with HOLY NIGHT to make an hour program. 
continues with Herod’s attempt to outwit the Wise Men. 
escape of the Holy Family. 
min.) COLOR, $15.00 per day; B & W — $9.00 per day, 


adoration of the Magi... 


CHILD OF BETHLEHEM 


A truly Christmas Story of the birth and boyhood of Jesus 
(22 min.) B & W only. 


as recorded by Matthew and Luke. 
$10.00 per day. 


manger scene... 
POSE RECORD... 


S HOLY CHILD OF 
BETHLEHEM 


Ideal for family night Christ- 
mas service, As recorded by 
Matthew and Luke covering 
birth and childhood of Jesus. 
COLOR with Manual, $10. 
2-12” records 78 rpm — $5. 


BLACK & WHITE 


@ CHILD OF BETHLEHEM. ...... $3 
@ THREE WISE MEN. ........ $3 
@ BOYHOOD OF JESUS). 25 22S. $3 


@ CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
6 carols, all verses on one filmstrip $1.50 


Cathedral “Silms 


er? yor Ooypaplele 
CHRISTMAS} 


@ FILMS and FILMSTRIPS 
© TO FIT YOUR NEEDS 


16mm SOUND FILMS 


announcement to Mary 
adorations of shepherds... 
(30 min.) COLOR, $22.50 per day; B & 


Cathedral FILMSTRIPS sicce tram. 
New HOLY NIGHT plus DUAL PURPOSE RECORD 


A beautiful story beginning with the prophecy and ending with the 
now a double value when used with the DUAL PUR- 
for children and general use. COLOR with Manual, 
$6.50. Dual Purpose Record, 33/3 rpm — $2.50. 


ORDER FROM YOUR FILM LIBRARY, BOOK STORE OR FROM... 


oy 


, 


PROGRAMS 


@ TO FIT YOUR PAE ahe 


30 
: 16mm SOUND HYMNS 
© Silent Night 
© 0 Little Town of Bethlehem 
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3. Christmas Hope 
For THE LEADER: 
You may be sharing in a group Christ- 


mas observation on this day. Often leaders 


search for a suitable story with the mes- 
sage of giving to use in a combined group 
giving service. The following story is 
suitable either in your small group or 
for use in a larger giving service. It is an 
enlargement of a shorter story, “Christmas 
Bells,” from The Family Celebrates Christ- 
mas. You might wish to use the shorter 
one if your service is filled with other 
Christmas plans. 

It has been/the purpose of these Christ- 
mas worship materials to give a variety 
of resources from which you may build the 
program best suited to your own group. 
The Advent Candle idea might well be 
carried into your group worship. Four 
children might light the candles for Love, 
Peace, Joy, and Hope with simple words 
such as the following: 


I. I light this candle for the Love which 
came to us on Christmas. 

II. I light this candle for the Peace in 
eur hearts at Christmas. 

III. I light this candle for the Joy in 
the songs we sing at Christmas. 

IV. t-light this candle for the Hope 
that the world may be better because of 
this Christmas. 

ScripturE Reapinc: (Given by four 
candlelighters in unison, or by an older 
child) 

“Let your light so shine before men 
that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven.” (Matthew 5:16) 

(In a union service a youth choir might 
well sing, “Light of the World, We Hail 
Thee” to conclude this part of the wor- 
ship. During the singing of this hymn or 
“Silent Night,” the Holy Family might 
take their places before the altar and sit 
quietly there during the story. The offer- 
ing gifts may then be laid at the feet of 
the Holy Family.) 
Srory: “How the 

Christmas” 

Once upon a time in a far away land 
there was an old toymaker’s shop. In 
this shop he had many kinds of wooden 
toys: dolls that turned their heads and 
walked, odd little animals, and ships that 
would sail. 

And in the back of this shop on a shelf 
the toymaker had a row of bells. These 
he had received from many countries, and 
they were for sale, too, like the toys. 
There were elephant bells and camel bells, 
bells from Sweden, and bells from India. 
And the last one in the row was a golden 
bell with a cross on top of it. Then just 
two days before Christmas, the old man 
brought in the littlest bell of all, and it 
had a tiny angel on top of it. 

That night after the old toymaker had 
gone to bed, the bells began to talk. They 
introduced themselves to the new little beil 
and said to her, “I suppose you know that 
we all ring the Christmas music on the 
stroke of midnight on Christmas Eve. 
Every good bell knows that.” 

“I have heard of it,” said the littlest 
bell, “but please tell me the tune. This 
is my first Christmas and I don’t know 
the Christmas music.” 

“Ah, but we can’t tell you the tune,” 
remarked the biggest bell. “That is a 
secret every bell must discover for him- 


Littlest Bell Found 
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self. You wait, and you watch, and you 
listen, and when the time comes you play 
what is in your own heart. That should 
be the music of Christmas.” 


So the littlest bell waited, and watched, 
and listened to see if she could discover 
the secret of Christmas. 


The next morning a mother came into 
the shop. Her face was thin and her 
gray coat was patched on the elbows, but 
she had a kind look in her eyes as she 
explained to the old man that she did not 
have much money to spend; however, she 
wanted a sailing ship for her little lame 
son who couldn’t play like other children. 
The old man found just the ship for her, 
and as the mother left the shop the littlest 
bell heard her singing part of a tune. 


A few hours later a little boy and girl 
came into the toy shop. Their hands were 
red with cold because they had no mittens, 
but in their fists they held, tightly, a few 
coins. They looked over all the toys try- 
ing to find just the right thing for a new 
baby brother’s stocking. Finally the boy 
and girl found a little wooden doll they 
could afford to buy. The little doll was 


red and blue and could turn its head. 3 


The children were very happy with the 
new doll. ‘As they went skipping out of 
the shop, the littlest bell thought they 
were also humming a part of a tune. 


That night was Christmas Eve, and, 
as darkness came, the littlest bell began 
to talk to the golden bell beside her. The 
golden bell was the one with the cross on 
it. 

“T’m beginning to understand about 
Christmas,” said the littlest bell, “but I 
know only part of a tune. It doesn’t seem 
like all of the song.” 


“That’s right,” said the bell with the 
cross on its top, “you can’t do all of the 
song alone, it always takes two to make 
Christmas. Ill help you when the mid- 
night comes. I'll sing the first part of the 
song, and you answer me back. You'll 
know what to sing, I’m sure. And I 
ought to know because I stand for the 
one whose birthday is Christmas.” 

And so the magic hour approached. 
Just on the stroke of midnight the biggest 
bell began to ring, and its mate answered 
back. Then all the bells, two by two, 
began to ring. Suddenly the littlest bell 
could understand what they were saying! 

“Loving-Giving! Loving-Giving!” 
Finally it was her turn to ring, and as 
the bell with the cross began to ring the 
tune, she knew now just how to answer 
him back. 

Loving-Giving! Loving-Giving! At last, 
the littlest bell had discovered the secret 
of Christmas! 

PRAYER: 

Our Father, we thank thee again for 
the love that came down on Christmas. 
As the littlest bell found that the joy of 
Christmas is loving and giving, we come 
now with our love and our gifts to be used 
in thy service. 

Hymn: “As With Gladness Men of Old” 
(Sung by older children or congrega- 
tion as gifts are brought forward and 
laid before the Holy Family.) 


BeNEDICTION: (Minister or Leader) 


4. Keeping Christmas 
For THE LEADER: 


This day, coming just after Christmas, 
will no doubt have irregular attendance 
and need to be a sort of “fill in” program 
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| before the new unit of study begins in 


| January. It is no less important, however, 


| “afterglow” 


| and offers an excellent opportunity to help 
| children evaluate experiences 


and pro- 
grams which they need to be taught to 


‘do in this over-stimulating world in which 


we live. 


For you, the leader, may there be an 
of satisfaction as you re- 


| member the Christmas activities, so that 


you may come before the children still 
eager to help them plan to keep the best 


‘of their Christmas experiences. 


The suggested program for the day will 
be informal and vary somewhat from regu- 
lar procedure. 

PRELUDE: Medley of first stanzas from 
carols used during the season. 
LEADER: 

Today is the day after Christmas. By 
now, all of you have tried your new toys 
and perhaps even broken a few of them. 
You may have decided which ones to 
play with now and which ones to put 


_ away until some later time. 


Soon it will be time to take down our 
manger scenes, both here and at home, 


and put them away until another Christ- 
mas. 


We will wrap each little lamb and 
donkey carefully and lay them in a box. 
We will put white tissue paper or cotton 


around the Mother and the Baby Jesus so 
they will rest safely until the next Christ- 


mas. 

In a few days I expect you will also 
help to take off the pretty balls. and 
bright tinsel from your Christmas tree and 
put them carefully away for another 
Christmas. 

I know that many of us wish we could 


‘have Christmas for a longer time or per- 


haps keep it all year. I am wondering this 
morning just what part of Christmas we 
can keep. Some of our toys we can 
keep, but that is not the most im- 
portant part of Christmas. We will keep 
the manger figures and the tree decora- 


tions, but they will be high up in a closet 


{ 


somewhere and we will not see them every 
day. 

The most important part of Christmas 
is the part we keep in our hearts. If we 
are a little kinder to others every day 
because of Christmas, if we are more will- 
ing to help and to share, if we are happier 
about the things we have to do, then we 
are keeping the most important part of 
Christmas. 

Let’s listen to a little poem which says 
for us what we have been thinking about 
the most important part of Christmas to 
keep. 

AFTER-CHRISTMAS PoEM 

Put away the Christ Child, 

Lay His Mother by. 
Wrap in tissue paper 
The Star which shone on high. 


Take down the wooden stable, 
The manger, too, but leave 

Something of His love to last 
Until next Christmas Eve!’ 


I wonder if some of you would like to 
tell us something you have especially en- 
joyed during the Christmas season which 
you would like to keep in your hearts and 
always remember about this Christmas. 
Not just some gift you received, but 
something nice you saw happen in your 

2In the Jack and Ne magazine, by Elizabeth- 
Ellen Long, Curtis blishing Company, Phila- 


delphia, January, 1950. Used by permission of 
the author. 
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home, in your church, at school or on 
television. (Allow short volunteer com- 
ments ) 

(Continue after a reasonable time) I 
think we would all like to thank God for 
these lovely and happy things we will 
keep in our hearts from this Christmas. 
Shall we bow our heads as we do so. 


PRAYER: (Gather up thoughts expressed 


by children and lift them into a hope 
that all may be better followers of Jesus 
because we have found again the Love, 
the Peace, the Joy, and the Hope of 
Christmas. ) 

OFFERING AND CLosinc Hymn: “Father, 
Bless the Gifts We Bring Thee,’ No. 
169. 


Junior Department 


By Gertrude Sheldon* 


THEME FOR DECEMBER: Gifts of Love 


For the Leader: 


“Christmas isn’t a day but a feeling 
you have inside you.” It is a feeling that 
grows as you give of yourself for others, 
as you anticipate other’s needs and desires 
and help those needs and desires become 
realities, as you quietly wait for a re- 
birth, in your own soul, of the Christ 
child. 

These services emphasize the giving of 
things of the spirit, peace, good will, love, 
joy. They do not emphasize tangible gifts 
except as these are an outward expression 
of the spirit within. 

If special gifts are planned for shut-ins, 
for the needy, for world missions, rec- 
ognition should be given them at the most 
appropriate time to reach their destination 
before Christmas arrives. A place is made 
in the service for the third Sunday in 
these services, but this can be put earlier. 


The Christmas story is old and yet ever 
new. Juniors are so familiar with it that 
new approaches are needed to make it 
become challenging again. Often juniors 
question the pageantry and mystery sur- 
rounding this beloved story and should 
be given opportunities to express their 
thoughts during the quiet of the worship 
service. Emphasis should be placed on 
the things we know. 

Could we so conduct our worship serv- 
ices that, for at least during that short 
time, there will come a quietness, wonder- 
ment, and appreciation of God’s gift of his 
Son, to offset the hurry and excitement 
of the modern Christmas season? 

The Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible will be used. 

Hymns for Junior Worship, Westminster 
or Judson Press, will be the source book 
for the music, although the carols sug- 
gested will be found in most hymnals. 


1. The Gift of Peace and 
Good Will 


Worsuip CENTER oR ALTAR: One tall 
taper to represent Jesus and one smaller 
to represent peace, placed among 
Christmas greens. 


*First Congregational Church, Spring Valley, 


Minnesota, 


Music: Medley of Christmas carols 
Hymn: “Oh Little Town of Bethlehem” 
Scriprure: Luke 2:1-21 

Response: “Gloria in Excelsis” 


LEADER: 

There is a beautiful legend which tells 
us that after the shepherds had heard the 
angels sing they went, as the Bible story 
tells us, to see Jesus. On the way they 
picked an olive branch from a nearby 
tree and laid it at the baby’s feet. It was 
one of the gifts that Jesus’ mother saved 
to give him when he grew old enough to 
understand its meaning. 


The olive branch ever since has been a 
symbol or reminder that Jesus came _ to 
bring peace and good will among men. All 
through the centuries since Jesus lived, 
followers of his way of life have been 
helping build a world of peace and good 
will. I am going to tell you how a boy 
near your age helped. 

Story: 


Goop Wirt in Action’ 


Franz shivered as he huddled up against 
the wall of the church, seeking refuge 
from the sleet and wind. He was cold, he 
was frightened, and he was lost in a great 
American city. Gone was the warm, 
friendly America of his dreams and in its 
place were the frightening roar of traffic, 
the hurrying crowds that pushed you aside 
as they rushed on. Overhead were the 
skyscrapers that seemed like great giants 
waiting to pounce upon strange, lonely 
boys. Dive bombers and anti-aircraft fire 
in Franz’ own country had been no more 
terrifying that this mad rush of people 
and traffic. 


Oh, why didn’t his uncle come back! It 
had been hours since he had left him 
standing there, saying: “I have an errand 
to do a block or two down the street. It’s 
a surprise for you so you wait right here 
until I come back.” At first Franz had had 
fun wondering what the surprise would 
be. He hoped more than anything else 
that it would be a dog just like the one 
he had had back in his own land. And he 
had good reason to believe that was what 
it might be because of little things his 
aunt and uncle had said. 


But now, nothing mattered only that his 
uncle would come back and take him out 
of all this. He huddled closer to the 
building and was startled when he heard 
the strains of a familiar Christmas hymn 


1By Bettina I. Gilbert, From International Jour- 
nal, Nov. 1943. Used by permission. 
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coming from within. It was almost like 
meeting an old friend. What were the 
words? Something about peace on earth, 
good will toward men. ‘Peace and good 
will, yes, that was what I had thought 
I would find in America. But I guess it’s 
the same here, too, no time for friendli- 
ness, no time for kindness. I wish I had 
never come.” 

The strains of the song continued as 
Franz crept up the steps of the large door, 
only to find that it was locked. There 
was no help for him there, either. 

“Peace and good will,’ those words 
kept running through his mind, mocking 
him, laughing at him. “The lights are 
out over here too,” thought Franz; “there 


is no peace or good will anywhere, any- 
more.” 
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Then suddenly out of that terrifying 
crowd a voice said, “Hi ya, fella?” Franz 
found himself looking up into the freckled, 
grinning face of a newsboy. 

“Say, can I help you, buddy? You sure 
look as if you’d lost your last friend.” 

For a moment all Franz could do was 
blink his eyes to keep back the tears and 
repeat the word “lost” over and over 
again. Finally he managed to pour forth 
in broken English the whole story about 
his being a refugee and stranger in Amer- 
ica, and about his uncle not coming back 
as he had promised and the fact that he 
didn’t know the way home or even where 
he lived. 

“Boy, you sure are in a tough spot but 
you just let ‘Mr. Fixit’ here take care of 
you. First I’m going to take you home to 
my Mom and let you tuck a good meal 
under your belt and by that time Mr. 
Brown will be back at church and he will 
know how to find your folks. My name is 
Frankie, what’s yours?” 

“Franz Schmidt, and I’ve been in Amer- 
ica two days only.” 

“No wonder you felt scared. Say, your 
name’s the same as mine, Frank. and 
Franz. We’re twins and pals too, I hope. 
I guess you don’t understand my brand of 
English, do you?” 

Franz nodded vigorously and said: 32, 
Ja! Friends, you—me.’ 

“Say, you catch on quick. I am sure 
glad I came along before you froze to 
death or died of loneliness here on the 
steps of my church.” 

To Franz the tiny apartment, the hot 
food and the motherliness of Frankie’s 
Mom seemed like a wonderful dream from 
which he did not want to waken. This 
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was the real America, a home, friends, 
someone who cared. 

“Good will in action.” Franz learned 
the meaning of those words that evening 
and in the weeks that followed. For Mr. 
Brown at the church helped him to find 
his uncle, who had become ill while he 
waited in the pet shop and, when he had 
recovered sufficiently to go back for 
Franz, could find no trace of him. Mr. 
Brown also helped Franz to find his place 
in a nearby school and at church. 

One evening on the way home from 
club with Frankie, Franz couldn’t help 
but say: “Peace and good will, I have 
found it. Somuch of it you have here.” 

“You bet we have,” said Frankie, “but 
it isn’t worth much to us unless we share 
it with others all over this old world. 
That’s our job, Franz. Yours and mine and 
everybody’s.” 

INFORMAL SHARING PERIOD: 

Leader: How may we help share peace 
and good will right here where we are, in 
our homes, in our church, in our school 
and in our neighborhood? (Give anyone 
who desires an opportunity to share his 
experiences. Suggest ways boys and girls 
may help.) 

As the quiet music is being played we 
will light. first the tall taper representing 
Jesus, which we used last Sunday. Then 
we will light this new taper to remind us 
of peace and good will. In the stillness let 
us pray. 

PRAYER: (directed) 

Let us thank God, the Father, 
Jesus, his greatest gift to the world. 

Pause, with soft music. 

Let us thank God for opportunities to 
learn Jesus’ way of life. 

Pause, with soft music. 

Let us thank God, the Father, for op- 
portunities we have to bring peace and 
good will among men. 


Response: “Gloria in Excelsis” 


for 


2. Gifts of Gold, Frankincense, 
and Myrrh 


Autar: The tall taper representing Jesus, 
the peace candle used last Sunday, and 
three others to represent the gifts for to- 
day, with Christmas greens. 

Sincinc Time: Familiar carols chosen by 
group ending with the “First Noel” 

ScrrpTturE: Matthew 2: 1-11 

GuIweED CONVERSATION: 

Many might-have-been stories have 
been written about Jesus. One of the ones 
I like best tells about the little cedar 
chest which Joseph made for Jesus, in 
which Jesus kept his most treasured 
possessions, just as you keep things that 
you love. Just as you do, too, I imagine, 
Jesus brought it out once in a while and 
looked at them and remembered where 
they came from and why he was saving 
them. 

I imagine, too, that some of the baby 
things that his mother loved were in it 
and the gifts which were brought to him 
when he was born—strange gifts for a 
baby—gold, frankincense and myrrh. I 
wonder if on Jesus’ birthday each year he 
might have asked Mary what they meant 
and, as he grew, understood better. Per- 
haps not till he was grown did he grasp 
their full meaning. 

There was the gift of the olive branch 
which we talked about last week, the 
gift the shepherds may have brought as 
a reminder of the peace and good will 
about which they heard the angels sing 
that night on the hillside. 
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The Wise Men we read about today 
brought gold to the baby. In those days 
gold represented great wealth. Today in 
many places it means “things,” such as 
houses, land, money. Do you think those 
were Jesus’ greatest possessions? (Give the 
group time to talk about friends, love for 
others, joy, etc. as possessions. ) 


They brought frankincense, which was 
a sort of gum or pitch from trees that 
grew in Arabia and was very expensive 
and hard to find. It was used in the 
Temple or church of those days and when 
it was burned it had a sweet smell. And 
as it burned it was gone. It might have 
represented Jesus thinking only always of 
others and not himself. (Talk about what 
it might mean to us.) 

And they brought him myrrh. Myrrh, 
too, was a sort of extract used as a medi- 
cine or as a preservative and was very 
rare and expensive. Because it had such 
a use some people have felt that it might 
have been given to Jesus because his way 
of life was never again to be forgotten but 
would live on and on and spread over all 
the world. (Talk about the Good News 
or Gospel today.) 


CanpLe Licutinc SERVICE: 

(If there is a candle-lighter, one or 
more children may light the candles.) 

We will light the tall taper to represent 
God’s gift of Jesus to the world. (Light 
taper. ) 

We will light the peace candle, know- 
ing we must help bring it about. (Light 
the peace candle.) 

We will light the gold candle to remind 
us of possessions that money cannot buy: 
friends, joy, love. (Light candle.) 

We will light the candle of frankincense 
to remind us that Jesus lived and died 
for others. We, too, must think of others 
first. (Light candle.) 

We will light the candle of myrrh to 
remind us that we must help spread the 
Good News of Jesus’ life to others. (Light 
candle. ) 


Hymn: “Joy to the World” 


3. Gift of Ourselves 

Worsuip CENTER: To be most effective 
—a creche, preferably made and ar- 
ranged by the participating group. The 
row of candles used in preceding ser- 
vices at back, with one unlit candle. 

Sincinc oF Carots: (chosen by group) 

Story: 


2From Children’s Religion, December, 1952. 
Copyright, The Pilgrim Press. Used by permission. 
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Tue CuristmMas SuRpPRISE’ 

Gustaf huddled closer to the fireplace. 
His whole body ached. “Will I ever get 
well?” he thought. Day after day neigh- 
bors came in to do his chores and to 
bring him food. You see, Gustaf had been 
shot during the war and his legs were 
completely helpless. He did not have 
money for a wheelchair and so he had to 
sit in one spot until a kind friend came 
and helped him or he was able to push 
himself. 

One day Gustaf thought he could stand 
it no longer. He wanted to be well and 
healthy, and there seemed to be nothing 
that he could do about it. He picked up a 
piece of kindling by the fireplace and 
started to whittle. As he whittled, he 
thought about his boyhood days and the 
years before the war. Now he was thirty- 
five and his country had been defeated. 
His thoughts came back to the present 
and he looked at the piece of wood he 
had been whittling. He had absent- 
mindedly carved a little squirrel. It was 
a rough figure, but there were the perky 
ears, the inquisitive little nose, and the 
bushy tail. Gustaf sighed and put it:on 
the bench beside him. 


In a few minutes he heard a door open 
and the sound of footsteps. His face 
lighted up. Probably the boys coming to 
tell him about school and do some chores 
for him. He called out, “Is it you, Hans 
and Peter?” 


“You guessed it,” chorused two boyish 
voices. “We thought we would come in 
and surprise you.” Peter sat down on 
a footstool and Hans on the bench beside 
Gustaf. 

“What’s this?” asked Hans picking up 
a piece of wood which Gustaf had 
whittled. ‘When did you learn to carve? 
I like this squirrel. Would you carve me 
one, or maybe a dog?” 


“Y’d like to have a horse,” said Peter. 
“Could you make me one?” 


“Why, I have never carved before, 
boys. I made this squirrel without even 
thinking about what I was doing. Maybe 
I could carve something else. Let’s see.” 
Gustaf began to work and the boys watch- 
ed him intently. 

“What are you making?” asked Peter. 

“Wait and see if it turns out,” replied 
Gustaf. 

In a few minutes Hans shouted, “It’s 
my dog, Spot. That’s wonderful. It 
looks just like him.” 

That evening Gustaf carved the horse 
for Peter. After he had finished carving 
the mane of the horse, he sat back 
against his bench and thought hard. “I 
didn’t realize that I had the ability to 
carve. Maybe that is a way that I can 
earn a living even though I am crippled.” 


Hans and Peter came back the next 
afternoon. Hans had shown, the boys and 
girls at school the little carved dog. “They 
all wondered if you would carve animals 
for them. Would you, Gustaf?” 


Gustaf’s eyes twinkled as he said, “I 
can’t do it alone. I am going to need the 
help of two boys who will go out into 
the woods and gather the right kind of 
wood for me. Do you know where I can 
find two such boys?” 

“We'll go,” shouted Hans and Peter as 
they dashed out of the door. 

So it was that Gustaf began carving 
little animals and making toys for the 
children of the town. Soon orders for 
woodcarvings came to him from the par- 
ents. Other townspeople began putting 
in orders for Christmas gifts. Gustaf was 
very busy. He was also earning money to 


buy food and clothing for himself. 

One gray, snowy day a knock came at 
the door. Gustaf called a greeting and 
invited the visitor in. It was the pastor 
of the small village church. 

“Come in,” said Gustaf. “I was just 
working on a doll for Gretchen for Christ- 
mas. Sit down, Pastor.” 

“It has been a long time since I have 
seen you so happy and contented, Gustaf. 
It must be that you have something to 
occupy your hands and your mind.” 
Gustaf smiled and nodded his head. The 
pastor went on, “I wonder if you would 
work with me on_a surprise for our church 
on Christmas Sunday?” 

This pleased Gustaf. For the next hour 
the pastor and Gustaf worked on plans, 
and for the next few weeks Gustaf sat up 
late at night working on the surprise. 
Whenever anyone came he hid what he 
was doing under a cloth. Only his house- 
keeper and the pastor knew of the plans 
and the work. 

Christmas Sunday came. All the people 
of the town gathered at church. The 
sanctuary was filled. People even stood 
in the aisles. And Gustaf was there, for 
some of the neighbors had carried him in 
a chair. In front of the church stood a 
table. _A-surprise must be on the table, 
thought everyone, for a white cloth cover- 
ed something large. 

After the singing of the first hymn the 
pastor rose and began to speak. “Christ- 
mas is a time of joy, a time of giving, and 
a time of loving. There is in our town a 
person who loves our little church so 
much that he has used his ability and 
his hands to make a gift for it.” 


With that the pastor walked over to the 
table and took off the white cloth. There 
was an awed silence as the congregation 
looked at the gift. It was a most beautiful- 
ly carved creche. The stable was lighted 
with a soft blue light. The figures were 
large enough so that even the people in 
the back row could see the expressions on 
their faces. There were Mary and Joseph 
and the Babe. On the right, entering the 
stable, were the three Wise Men bearing 
their gifts. Their flowing robes were rich 
in color. The shepherds knelt on the left. 
One was carrying a sheep and another 
his flute tucked under his arm. 

No one spoke for several seconds. A 
tear began to course down Gustaf’s cheek. 
He had not realized that his wood carv- 
ings could look so beautiful. Joy welled 
up inside him. He was a cripple, but he 
could still be useful and his hands could 
help express the love that filled his heart. 


LicHTING oF CANDLES: (repeat meaning 
of each candle as used last week) 


Leader: There is one unlighted candle 
on our altar. It represents our gift, yours 
and mine. We will bring to the altar our 
gifts at this time. They represent our 
thoughtfulness to others, our willingness 
to share our money, the abilities we have, 
our smiles, our songs, our thanksgiving. 
(Light candle) 

Porm: (use optional) 

The beauty of a candle touches me— 

It is so softly gay, 

So steadfast and so 

Careless of itself, 

Giving itself away.’ 

Prayer: Accept, O God, the gift of our- 
selves. May we, too, live for others. As 
we grow in understanding may we grow 
in service. Accept our thankful praise 
for the joys of Christmas. 

PrayveR Response: “Gloria in Excelsis” 


Author and source not located. 
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4. "Christmas is a Feeling” 
(New Year's Service) 
ALTAR: Same as last week. 
Sincinc oF Carots: Chosen by group 
INFORMAL SHARING OF CHRISTMAS 

EXPERIENCES 
Scripture: John 3: 16 
LEADER: 

We have celebrated Jesus’ birthday with 
songs of joy and by thinking and doing 
for others. 

Just as Christian families everywhere 
today are glad when a new baby comes 
into the home, so were Mary and Joseph. 
Just as Christian parents hope their babies 
will grow into fine men and women who 
will help to make the world better, so Mary 
and Joseph hoped and prayed. 
Scripture: Luke 2: 52 


LEADER: 
So we come to the New Year with the 


“feeling of Christmas” still in our hearts 
knowing that this year we are going to 
grow, by doing and being good followers 
of Jesus. 

The greens that have been our worship 
center during the Christmas season are 
called evergreens because they stay green 
and lovely the year round. If we keep 
the “Feeling of Christmas” in our hearts 
we will be lovely, too. Loving others 
more than ourselves, as Jesus did, makes 
us lovely. 


Prayer: (Group repeating after leader) 

Thank you, dear God, for fun and friends 
and Christmas. 

Thank you for your gift of Jesus to the 
world. 

Help us to keep Christmas in our hearts 
this whole New Year. 


PRAYER Response: ‘Hear Our Prayer, 


O Lord” 


Junior High Department 


By Ethel A. Shellenberger 
and Lael A. Henderson* 


THEME FOR DECEMBER: Let Every Heart 
Prepare Him Room 


For the Leader: 
Christmas is here again, 

Our holidays -will last till Easter. 
But no, that is not true; 

For in between comes Lent with fasting. 
So runs a Swedish Christmas carol, em- 
phasizing what we have been saying in 
connection with these worship services,— 
that the church year is universal. Christ- 
mas is universal, too. 

If you plan to use an Advent wreath, 
as suggested last month, for a worship 
center, the verses given as the call to 
worship each Sunday may be spoken by 
two, three or four young people as they 
light the Advent Candles. For the first 
Sunday, two verses are given, since that 
date marks the second Sunday in Advent 
and two candles are to be lit. For the 
second Sunday, three verses are given, one 
for each of the three candles to be lit, 
and for the third, four verses, for the 
fourth Sunday in Advent. The benediction 
given at the end of each of these services 
may be given by another junior high boy 
or girl as the candles are all extinguished 
at the end of the worship service. 

You may want to explain a little more 
about the custom of the Advent Wreath, 
which came originally from Germany. The 
famous Trappe singers, who have sung 
Christmas carols all over the world, re- 
port that they have found Advent wreaths 
in many countries. In cold climates the 


*Miss Shellenberger is Associate Director of 
Youth Work and Miss Henderson editor of 
junior high materials for the Board of Christian 
ducation and Publication of the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
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wreath is made of fir or pine twigs, while 
in warm countries laurel or holly is used. 
Four candles are fastened on this wreath, 
one for each of the four Sundays in Ad- 
vent. (The Christmas season begins four 
weeks before Christmas.) The wreath 
usually is hung from the ceiling of the 
living room, where the family gathers in 
the evenings and sings carols. In Ger- 
many, the wreath is sometimes hung in the 
front window on the first Sunday in Ad- 
vent and a candle is added each Sunday 
until Christmas. Sometimes the wreath 
is covered with paper stars on which are 
written verses from the Bible for the 
children of the family to memorize. 

For the Sunday following Christmas, 
the most appropriate worship center 
would be a manger scene, for this service 
is intended to convey a sense of rever- 
ence and awe as the peoples of the world 
bow before the Babe of Bethlehem. The 
leader may find it interesting to comment 
on the worship center by saying that it is 
a custom in France to light candles be- 
fore the manger scene or creche, the 
French word for cradle, and keep candles 
burning there until Epiphany, on January 
6, which will be observed in the worship 
services next month. 


1. "He Rules the World” 
OPENING SCRIPTURE: 
First Reader: Isaiah 40: 3-5 
Second Reader: Isaiah 9: 2-7 
Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
MepiraTion: “Preparing for Christmas at 
Church” 
(The leader will need to plan which of 
the suggested projects should be mention- 
ed in this meditation.) 


No festival of the Church receives as 
much attention from everyone as Christ- 
mas. Even the little children in the 
church school know about the baby Jesus 
and sing songs about him. Older children 
and young people prepare plays or special 
worship services to share with the entire 
congregation. The choirs prepare special 
music and for many the Christmas Eve 
service, in music, is an occasion no one 
would miss. The whole church loves 
Christmas and on this first Sunday in 
December is probably busy preparing for 
nt: 

Have the junior highs found their place 
in all the important preparation? (If 
your church school has special plans for 
junior high participation, now would be 
a good time to speak of them. A thought- 
ful interpretation from the standpoint of 
the real meaning of Christmas would help 
to give depth to whatever assignment they 
may have. However, if your church school 
has no special plans, this might be an 
opportunity to suggest several ideas which 
could be discussed later in the separate 
classes. They might prepare five or six 
carols to sing in the lobby of a hospital, 
store, or for shut-ins; write a special 
Christmas letter to young people or mis- 
sionaries~ abroad, prepare some church 
reading of scripture or other Christmas 
readings to share with other departments 
of the church school, or make a special 
effort to contribute to the Christmas 
offering their church makes each year.) 

In our very busy life here in the United 
States, we often forget to give first place 
to the most important things in life. The 
Christmas season belongs to the Christ- 
ian Church, so preparation for it in our 
church should be getting priority. 

Many years ago a saintly man in Italy, 
Francis of Assisi, puzzled as to how he 
could tell the people of his village the 
story of the Christ Child, for most of 
them seemed to have forgotten it and 
were living in selfish and unloving ways. 

It was then that he thought of pictur- 
ing the actual manger scene for them 
with real animals and a real family. In 
a cave near the Castle of Greccio he set 
up a stable, with a manger holding hay. 

At midnight on Christmas Eve an ox 
and a donkey were led into the stable, 
while Francis himself led in a midnight 
service. The people from the village and 
from neighboring towns came in great 
numbers, and the story goes that “the en- 
tire forest was bright with the light of 
many torches and resounded with the 
singing of solemn songs of praise.” From 
this beginning the custom of setting up a 
manger scene spread all over Europe, 
and, as we know, is popular in America, 
too, in homes as well as churches. 
Prayer: Guide us, our Father, as we 

think of our part in our church’s 

preparation for Christmas. Help us to 
remember in this busy season ahead 
that it is the Prince of Peace whom we 
are honoring. Amen. 

Hymn: “Joy to the World” 

BENEDICTION: “And the peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, will keep 
your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus.” —Phillippians 4:7 


2. "Let Men Their Songs Employ" 

Quret Music: Use a recording of a Bach 
chorale; if possible use “Jesu, Joy of 
Man’s Desiring.” Or someone may play 
this on the piano. 
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Scripture READINGS: 
First Reader: Zechariah 9:9 
Second Reader: Isaiah 52:7 
Third Reader: Isaiah 60:1 
Hymn: “There’s a Song in the Air’ 


MEDITATION: 
Christmas” 


“The Family Prepares for 


Christmas is a season, above all others 
when families like to be together, to gath- 
er around the Christmas tree (or under 
the Advent wreath in some countries) to 
sing carols. Many people journey hundreds 
of miles to be with their families at 
Christmas. 


When we think of Christmas music, we 
usually think of Handel, who wrote The 
Messiah, but Johann Sebastian Bach has 
written much Christmas music, too. 


From the standpoint of family music, 
Johann Sebastian Bach, the great German 
writer of sacred music, has an interesting 
story. For Bach came of a family of 
musicians who for nearly two hundred 
years wrote or performed music in their 
native Germany. It has been said of 
Bach himself that he liked nothing better 
than to sit at the keyboard in the midst 
of his large family—there were twenty 
children—each member with his special 
instrument, or using his singing voice to 
make music, just for the fun of it. In 
these days of radio and recorded music, 
families are not so likely to know the joy 
of making their own music, but they can 
use the Christmas season for a special 
time when the whole family gets together 
to plan for celebrating Christmas this 
year in a special way. 

Some families make their Christmas 
gifts; others plan special decorations for 
the house, for the tree, for the Christmas 
dinner table. Some families plan a special 
worship service for Christmas Eve or 
Christmas day. Other families have 
special story hours when Christmas stories 
or Christmas poems are read or told by 
various members of the group. Some fami- 
lies make their own Christmas cards. Some 
families always go together out into the 
country to cut their Christmas tree and 
bring it into the house with some special 
ceremony which they plan in advance. 
Nearly every family has some special 
Christmas customs that are theirs alone 
and that their children will try to start in 
their families when they grow up and 
have children of their own. 


But whatever Christmas customs you 
observe in your family, remember to be 
reverent and to dedicate them to the 
worshipful remembrance of our Lord and 
Savior. As Johann Sebastian Bach, the 
greatest of all the talented Bach family, 
dedicated each of his musical works to the 
honor and glory of God, so we can dedi- 
cate our observance of Christmas to the 
honor and glory of Jesus Christ, whom we 
honor at this season of the year. 


PERIOD OF CAROL SINGING 

Here a few minutes might be devoted to 
singing some of the favorite carols of the 
group. (If the junior high young people 
are planning to sing carols for shut-ins 
of the congregation, this would be a good 
opportunity for a brief rehearsal.) 


CLosinc Hymn: “Joy to the World” 


BENEDICTION: 

“May the God of steadfastness and en- 
couragement grant you to live in such 
harmony with one another in accord with 
Christ Jesus that together you. may with 
one voice glorify the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.’-—Romans 15: 5, 6 
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3. "Prepare Him Room" 
OPENING ScRIPTURE: 
First Reader: Romans 15: 1, 2 
Second Reader: Romans 15: 7 
Third Reader: Romans 12: 9 
Fourth Reader: Romans 12:11 


Hymn: “Jesus, the Very Thought of 
Thee” 
MEDITATION: “Preparing Ourselves” 


Sometimes in our busy preparation for 
Christmas we forget to make the kind of 
preparation which is most important— 
getting ourselves ready. With shop win- 
dows filled with intriguing and tantaliz- 
ing gift suggestions, it is hard not to wish 
for many of the things displayed. Per- 
haps we even begin to drop hints so that 
Mom and Dad will be sure to get us the 
thing we want most. 

If we are not careful, we let ourselves 
crowd out the real spirit of Christmas. 
That’s why preparing our own hearts and 
lives for the coming of the Christ child 
is the most difficult of all the prepara- 
tions. Only by reminding ourselves con- 
stantly of the reason that lies back of all 
the frantic activity during December, in 
our country today, can we be ready for 
his coming. 

It’s too bad we have never had some 
of the old world Christmas customs in the 
United States. Take as an example the 
thoughtfulness the children learn in Nor- 
way, Sweden, Denmark and Finland. The 
people there feel that because animals 
and birds were the only ones present at 
the birth of Jesus, special gifts should 
be given to them. In all the rural areas 
of these northern European countries the 
farm animals receive extra food on Christ- 
mas Eve and a sheaf of grain is fastened 
on a tall pole for the birds to eat. It is 
interesting, also, that in these same coun- 
tries, Christmas day itself is kept as a 
strictly religious day; their fun and play is 
reserved for other times in the season. 

In Belgium and Holland there is a 
similar custom. It is St. Nicholas who 
brings the children gifts in these countries 
on St. Nicholas Eve (December 5). The 
children put out their shoes for him to 
fill with candy and cookies but always fill 
them first with hay for his horse. 

For the people in Czechoslovakia, 
Christmas is to bring the end to all quar- 
rels. Everyone goes visiting to both friends 
and those who have been unfriendly and 
misunderstandings are forgiven. 

In Spain, too, there is a custom of giv- 
ing to animals. It is said there that it 
was the cow in the stable breathing on 
the new born Christ child that kept him 
warm. So cows in Spain get plenty to 
eat on Christmas Eve. 

So we could go from country to coun- 
try observing the beautiful traditions and 
customs which are part of their Christ- 
mas celebration. Some of these old ways 
have been preserved by families in this 
country, but many have been lost in the 
passing of time. Let’s not permit the 
stores crammed with things to buy be 
the only symbol for the American Christ- 
mas. Rather, let us try to let the real 
Christmas spirit show through lives be- 
cause we have prepared ourselves for his 
coming. 

Hymn: “Joy to the World” 


BENEDICcTION: 1 Thessalonians 5:23 


4. "The Savior Reigns" 


Worsurp CENTER: A manger scene 
Catt To WorsHIP: 


“Counseling 
Problems 
aren’t impossible 

to understand” 
says— 


GRACE SLOAN 


OVERTON 


in her latest book 


WITH PARENTS 


Teeners realize that they can’t be 
allowed to do everything they wish: 
and at the same time they learn how 
to get their parents to better under- 
stand them. The parent or coun- 
selor who reads Living with Parents 
will acquire a new understanding of 
the problems of growing-up young- 
sters. 


This book takes a revealing look 
at the causes of personal conflicts 
and how they can be solved. Sub- 
jects range from boy-girl situations 
to religion. It offers adults unusual 
insight into the views of youth... 
as the author uses actual experiences 
from talks with teen-agers and par- 
ents to make this book doubly in- 
teresting and helpful for you 
Practical, direct, Christian. $1.50 


At all bookstores 
BROADMAN PRESS 


Nashville 3, Tennessee 


Now let us all with gladsome cheer 
Follow the shepherds and draw near; 
Who is this child so young and fair? 
The blessed Christ-child lieth there. 
Martin LUTHER 


Hymn: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
Scripture: The Christmas Story: Luke 
2: 8-20 
MEDITATION: 

God” 


“Everywhere, everywhere, 
tonight,’ wrote Dr. Phillips Brooks, a 
famous American preacher. One Christ- 
mas Dr. Brooks was in Palestine on 
Christmas Eve, and stood on the Bethle- 
hem hills, picturing in his imagination the 
events of that first Christmas Eve. When 
he came back, he wrote the words of “O 
Little Town of Bethlehem” for the 
children in his church school. Dr. Brooks 
loved Christmas, and he loved to think 
about what the birth of the Baby Jesus 
brought to the world. In one book, Roads 
to Christmas, he is credited with having 
written a famous statement about the in- 
fluence of Jesus’ life, though usually its 
author is given as “unknown.” In short- 
ened form, the quotation reads: 

“Here is a man who was born in an 
obscure village. He never wrote a book. 
He never held an office. He never went to 
college. He never traveled 200 miles from 
where he was born. He never did one of 
the things that usually accompany great- 
ness. Nineteen wide centuries have come 
and gone. Today he is the centerpiece of 
the human race and the leader of the 
column of progress. I am far within the 
mark when I say that all the armies that 
ever marched, and all the navies that 
were ever built, and all the parliaments 
that ever sat, and all the kings that ever 
reigned, put together, have not affected 
the life of man upon this earth as power- 
fully as has that one solitary life.” 

On this Christmas Sunday, let us use 
our imaginations and think for a moment 
of every continent on our globe, and the 
people in all of these countries celebrating 
Christmas today in their churches — in 
Asia, in Africa, in the British Isles, in 
Europe, in Latin America, here in North 
America, for there are Christian churches 
everywhere on the face of the earth. 

Last August, Christians in the United 
States were hosts to Christians from 
churches in 48 countries of the world, 
who came to attend a meeting of the 
World Council of Churches. 

On the opening night, at a great cele- 
bration, where 125,000 people were gath- 
ered, these delegates made a very solemn 
declaration of why they had come. Today, 
we want to make this declaration, too. 
As we repeat these words, let us try to 
imagine the Christians of all nations fac- 
ing toward the manger where the baby 
Jesus is lying: 

RESPONSIVE SERVICE: 

Leader: Who are you to have come here? 

Response: We are Christians. We have 
come from many different traditions. 

Leader: What is it to be a Christian? 

Response: It is to believe in God the 

Father: in His only Son, our Lord, who 

is the Hope of the world, and in the 

Holy Spirit. 

Leader: Why have you come? 
Response: We have come to worship God. 


CLosinc Hymn: “Jesus Shall Reign 
Where’er the Sun.” 

BEeNneEpIcTIon: “Glory to God in the high- 
est and on earth peace among men 
with whom he is pleased!”—Luke 2:14 
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“We Come to Worship 


Christmas 


BS cir High Paik Young 
People’s Departments 


by Oliver B. Gordon* 


THEME FOR DECEMBER: Young People 


Look at Christ 


To the Leader: 

The Christmas season, rightly under- 
stood, is one of deep mystery and deep 
feeling. It is a period perhaps best ex- 
pressed through drama, poetry and music. 
Our young people see the season so com- 
mercialized that any sense of awe and 
wonder is apt to be lost. The committee 
preparing for these services of worship 
should be impressed with their responsi- 
bility to make an old story vital for their 
fellow young people in 1954. 


1. Look at Christ, the Light 
of the World 

WorsuHip CENTER: Use a picture of the 
head of Christ against a curtain back- 
ground of purple or wine color. Light 
one tall white candle and center it 
directly beneath the picture. 

PRELUDE: “Fairest Lord Jesus” 

Catt To WorsHIP: 

God said: Let there be light, 

And there was light, 

The light of spiritual illumination where- 
by humanity apprehends its maker; 

A light along the ages, steadily increasing 
until it reaches its full brilliancy in 
Christ Jesus, the light of the world. 


Hymn: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ 
Name” 

DiaLocuE: (For leader and two young 
people) 


Tue Licut Surnes For ALL 

Leader: Darkness in the world is not 
yet overcome. Multitudes the world over 
are weary, hungry and pain-ridden. In 
our own land of seeming plenty there is 
selfishness, confusion of thought, fear and 
discontent. We would climb the hills to- 
ward God, but we cannot find the path. 
We would sing the songs of brotherhood 
but we miss the music of the words. We 
would seek peace and pursue it but we 
stress instead those things which turn us 
from peace. We are the sons and daugh- 
ters of light but we have not entered into 
our heritage. But for all of us the light 
shines,—not the broken lights or the 
dimly lit beacons of our own thwarted 
souls, but the radiance which streams forth 
from the lighthouse of the ages, even 
Christ. Witness how that light shines 
forth to conquer darkness and to bring 
all men to the light. 

(At this point two figures enter and 
move forward.) 
What would you, friends? 

Speaker 1: I would witness the shining 
of the light. 

Leader: Who are you? 

Speaker 1: I am of those who are gath- 


*Executive Secretary, Department of Christian 
Education and Evangelism, Philadelphia Council 
of Churches. 


ered here. I am He Who Sees, 

Leader: Welcome, He Who Sees. We 
have need of your understanding heart, 
today. (To Speaker 2) And you, my 
friend? 

Speaker 2: I, too, am of those who 
are gathered here. 

Leader: And your name? 

Speaker 2: I call myself the Wise and 
Worldly One, but by reputation above, I 
am He Who Sees Not. 

Leader: You are welcome, He Who 
Sees Not, but of what avail is your pres- 
ence here? What do you expect to appre- 
hend, since you see not? 

Speaker 2; In common with many, my 
eyes are half open. Perhaps in contact 
with He Who Sees and under the shadow 
of the Light of the World, I too may see. 

Leader: Behold then, the Christ! Look 
thou upon him and bow thy spirit in 
prayer. 

SILENT Prayer: (A brief period with soft 
music) 
ScRIPTURE INTERPRETATIONS: 

(The Scripture passages may be read in 
unison, read by the leader, or read by 
some other selected young person.) 


First Reading: John 20:1-4 
Leader: What seest thou here, He Who 
Sees Not? 


Speaker 2: I see two men hastening to 
find a risen victor. He whom they had fol- 
lowed, he who had been crucified, had 
triumphed over his foes, even over death. 
They hasten to share his glory. So we 
must face forward in the coming year, 
confident that our democratic cause wi 
win during 1955, that we will take our 
place as conquerors. 

Leader: And what seest thou in this 
Scriptural picture, He Who Sees? 

Speaker 1: Two men hasten toward the 
greatest thing in the world, their risen 
Lord. Theirs is a growing but an almost 
incredulous joy. The future—what does it 
hold for them? Surely this does not mat- 
ter to Peter and John, for they are not 
thinking of themselves. Their thought is 
all of Christ. Pray that this may be our 
spirit as we face forward. May we in 
a new and vital way cry out with Paul, 
“No matter what lies ahead, for me to 
live is Christ.” 

Second Reading: Luke 18:18-22 

Leader: What seest thou in this second 
scene, He Who Sees Not? 

Speaker 2: What a splendid thing it is 
for the wealthy and famous and powerful, 
who have great possessions, to come to 
Christ! Each has so much to offer the 
other. How the appearance of this rich 
young man must have pleased the Christ! 
He was robed in a manner befitting the 
important occasion of a visit to Christ. 
The church needs our best. Can we do 
less than so honor him? 

Leader: And, He Who Sees? 

Speaker 1: My eyes stray from the cen- 
tral figure of this story to the poor to whom 
Christ pointed the rich young man. Truly 
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the powerful and well-dressed are not 
among this throng. But perhaps it is here 
that we find the real interpretation of this 
story for those of us more privileged than 
our fellows. And in the year ahead, how 
can we forget, if we would follow the lead 
of Christ,—how can we forget those who 
suffer in every land over the face of this 
earth? God, let us be aware! 

CiLosinc Hymn: “O Jesus I Have Prom- 

ised”’ 


2. Look at Christ, an Example 

for the World 

Worsuip Center: Use Hofmann’s paint- 
ing of “The Rich Young Ruler” or 
some other picture of Christ serving 
others. 

PRELUDE: “O Master, Let Me Walk With 
Thee’ 

Oprentnc Hymn: “Rise Up, O Men of 
God” (If desired, the term ‘“O Youth” 
may be substituted for “O Men” 
throughout the hymn.) 

Porm: 

Tue Cross AT THE Crossways’ 

See there!—God’s signpost, standing at 


the ways 

Which every man of his free will must 
g0,— 

Up the steep hill—or down the wind- 
ing ways,— 


One or the other every man must go. 


He forces no man, each must choose his 
way, 

And as he chooses so the end will be; 

One went in front to point the Perfect 
Way, 

hy fea fears not where the end will 
e. 


To every man there openeth 
A Way, and Ways, and a Way, 
And the High Soul climbs the High Way, 
And the Low Soul gropes the Low, 
And in between on the misty flats, 
The rest drift to and fro. 
But to every man there openeth 
A High Way and a Low, 
And every man decideth 
The Way his soul shall go. 
—JouN OXENHAM 
SpecraL Music: 

(A solo or quartette should be used at 
this point to stress the thought that young 
people must decide to follow Christ as 
their day by day example. One of the two 
hymns, ‘Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult” 
or “Once to Every Man and Nation,” or 
some other appropriate sacred number 
may be used.) ~ 
Responsive Service: “Follow Him in 

Service” z 


LEADER (reads): 
CuHRIsST—AND WE 
Christ has no hands but our hands 
To do His work today; 
He has no feet but our feet 
To lead men in His way;... 


We are the Lord’s last message 
Given in deed and word— 

What if the line is crooked? 
What if the type is blurred? ... 


What if our tongues are speaking 
Of things His lips would spurn? 
- How can we hope to help Him 


1Used by permission of Erica Oxenham. 


2Copyright. Reproduced by permission. Evangel- 
ical Pctlishers, oronto, nada. 
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Unless from Him we learn? 
ANNIE JOHNSON FLINT’ 


OBEDIENCE 


Group: I said, “Let me walk in the 
fields.” 
Leader: He said, “No; walk in the 
town.” 
Group: I said, “There are no flowers 
there.” 
Leader: He said, “No flowers, but a 
crown.” 
Group: I said, “But the skies are black, 
There is nothing but noise and 
din.” 
Leader: And He wept as He sent me 
back. 
“There is more,” He said; “there 
TSGSIN frases 
Leader: I said, “But the air is thick 
And fogs are veiling the sun.” 
Group: He answered, “Yet souls are sick, 
And souls in the dark undone.” 
Group: I said, “I shall miss the light, 
And friends will miss me, they 
say.” 
Leader: He answered, “Choose tonight 
If I am to miss you, or they.” ... 
Group: I cast one look at the fields, 
Then set my face to the town; 
Leader: He said: “My child, do you 
yield? 
Will you leave the flowers for 
the crown?” 
Group: Then into His hand went mine; 


And into my heart came He; 

And I walk in a light divine, 

The path I had feared to see. 
GrorcE MacDOoNALD’® 


Cxiosinc Hymn: “O Master Let Me Walk 
With Thee” 


3. Look at Chris#, 
the Gift of Love 


Worsuip CENTER: A picture of the 
nativity framed in greens. If the depart- 
ment is engaged in a project of Christ- 
mas gifts for others, the gifts, appropri- 
ately wrapped, can be arranged on the 
altar. 

PRELUDE: “Away in the Manger” 

CaLL To WorsuiP: (Use the first and 
last verses of the carol, “Joy to the 
World.” Repeat the last line of the last 
stanza three times, emphasizing each 
time the word ‘“love!’’) 


OPENING CAROL SERVICE: 


(This service should be carefully plan- 
ned by a committee. In some cases it may 
be possible to use some slides with scenes 
from the nativity, one for each carol. 
Lights should be dimmed. Use only the 
first verse of each carol so no books will 
be necessary and the group may move 


Used by permission of A. P. Watts and Sons. 
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10 NEW CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
(Book I) 
Satisfaction or refund. 
Send $1.00 to 


T V Music Co., 1650 Broadway 
New York 19, N. Y. 


Gave his 
life to 

a stranger 
EES f God changed 


all of Peter's life. For teen-age read- 
ers, Albert N. Williams' SIMON PETER, 
Fisher of Men shows the Apostle as a 
simple, attractive, interesting human be- 
ing. Heroes of God Series. 


$2.00 at your bookstore 


ASSOCIATION PRESS 
291 Broadway, N. Y. C. 7 


The = stranger 
Peter heard in 
the synagogue 
was Jesus, and 
the realization 
that He was 
truly the Son 


asineo 


Edited by : 
Frederick C. Eiselen, | 
David G. Downey, and 

Edwin Lewis 

To guide you 

in deeper understand- 
ing of the Scriptures, 
66 of the most emi- 
nent scholars of our 
time offer the best of 
their research and in- 
sight on the entire 
Bible. 

The Abingdon Bible Commentary 
brings you general articles on the 
whole Bible, the Old Testament, and 
the New Testament—and a com- 
mentary on each biblical book. 

A library in a single bind- 
ing—an essential, workable tool for 
pastor, teacher, every Bible reader. 

¢ Indexed * Cross Referenced 

¢ Maps in Color ¢ 1,452 Pages 
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Wtorro€e FOLDING 


BANQUET TABLES 


easily from one carol to the next without 
announcement. Three or four carols will 
be sufficient.) 
INTRODUCTION: 
CuRIsT, THE Girt or Love 

Christ came to us on that first Christ- 
mas as God’s gift of love to men. We ex- 
press the true Christmas spirit as we dem- 
onstrate in our relationships to others this 
attitude of love. The Christmas story is 
recorded for us in the Gospels of Luke 
and Matthew. The story according to 
Luke may be summed up in two verses: 


“For to you is born this day in the city 
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
And this will be a sign unto you: you will 
find a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes 
and lying in a manger.” 

Where do we find him on this Christ- 
mas day in 1954? And what do we bring 
to him in return for his gift of love? The 
story in Matthew may be summed up also 
in two verses: 

‘When they saw the star they rejoiced 
exceedingly with great joy; and going into 
the house they saw the child with Mary 
his mother, and they fell down and wor- 
shipped him. . . . They offered him gifts: 
gold and frankincense and myrrh.” 

What does all this mean to us today? 
Let us listen now to the story of a modern 
Christmas eve. 

READING: 

A Mopern CuristMas SrTory* 
(This reading should be given only by a 
well qualified reader. If a young person 
with exceptional ability is available use 
him, otherwise search for a reader who 
ts both gifted and who ts well accepted by 
the young people’s group.) 

You have often heard the beautiful 
story of the blessed Saviour’s birth—how 
a choir of heavenly glory appeared to low- 
ly shepherds on the hillside outside of 
Bethlehem, with a story of the coming 
of a babe who would bring peace on earth 
to men of good will. You have listened 
many times to the tale of wise men from 
the east, who followed the leading of a 
shining star, bearing rich gifts to a lowly 
manger. Sometimes it seems only a story 
and becomes almost trite with much tell- 
ing. But what would you say if I told 
you I saw it happen in (mention the name 
of the nearest large city) in 1953? 


Down on the south side of the city, 
where congestion and want offer poor 
refuge to the underprivileged of many 
races and creeds, I carried a Christmas 
basket filled by well meaning Christians 
who had been moved to share of their 
plenty on the birthday of one who had 
given his all for them. Driving was im- 
possible so I trudged at dusk through the 
sleet and snow just as the lights of the 
great black city began to glow and light 
up the gathering darkness. Then, piercing 
the noise and clamor of the city, I thought 
I heard a baby’s cry. 


At almost the same moment a parade 
of children came in sight singing a rous- 
ing chorus of “Joy to the World,” doubt- 
less on their way homeward from a Christ- 
mas celebration in a church or school. As 
they rounded a corner ahead the carolers 
broke off suddenly and again I thought 
I heard a baby’s cry. In the deceptive 
light I could see only a disordered crowd 
of men, women and children gathered 
around an open alley way where some 
happening was gripping their attention. 


As I came nearer I saw a sight I shall 


*Based on a poem by Vincent Burns, entitled 
“A Manhattan Christmas Eve,” from In Love 
with Life, published by the William Byrd Press, 
Inc., Richmond, Virginia, 1933. 
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never forget—a few humble household be- 
longings, a mattress ragged and wet, and 
on it a mother and baby partially shielded 
by a tall, gaunt man who was facing the 
crowd somewhat defiantly. The mother’s 
pitiful smile could not hide her tears as 
she tried to still the infant’s cries. A man 
standing near me whispered, “thrown out 
for not paying their rent.” It was hard to 
believe such a thing possible on Christmas 
eve in 1953, but seeing is believing. And 
the sequel was equally moving. 

One of the young carolers impulsively 
stepped forward and laid his overcoat 
over the woman’s form. A girl unfastened 
a stole she wore over her head and 
shoulders and helped the mother wrap it 
around the baby, tucking him in snug 
and warm. I went up and laid my basket 
down, with its meats and fruits and 
candy. A man began passing his hat 
through the crowd till it was well filled 
with money. A rough workman pushed his 
way forward and I heard him offer the fa- 
ther a job. 

The kindly heart of that city crowd 
stirred in a quick response to a brother’s 
need. Perhaps it was the Christmas: sea- 
son, but to me it was a human miracle. 
I think I will always see that mother’s 
tears, the father trying to defend her, and 
the baby’s cries. Christmas will never be 
quite the same for me again since I saw 
it live again in 1953. The angels were 
the singing children, the shepherds the 
crowd that watched, the gift-givers the 
wise men. And as I wended my way home 
that night my heart was thrilled through 
and through with a strange, deep sense of 
God’s nearness. 

Yes, whenever human love is set free, 
whenever God’s will is done Christmas 
comes alive once more. 

Response: (Without announcement, the 
first four stanzas of the carol, ‘“‘Chris- 
tian, Lo, the Star Appeareth” by James 
A. Blaisdell should be sung as a solo, 
recited, or read by the above reader or 
by a speaking choir.) 

MepiTaTion: (At the conclusion of the 
response let the group bow their heads 
for a brief meditation. Play ‘Silent 
Night” softly during this period.) 

Crosinc Hymn: “It Came Upon a Mid- 
night Clear’ 


4. Look at Christ, 
the Hope for Peace 


Worsuip CENTER: Use the same picture 
of Christ employed in service No. 1. 
Place in front of it a large globe of the 
world and arrange in front of the globe 
an open Bible. Flank the Bible with 
tall white candles. 

PRELUDE: “It Came Upon a Midnight 
Clear” 

Openinc Hymn: “It Came Upon a Mid- 
night Clear’ (Let the leader request 
the singing of the first and last stanzas, 
calling attention to the hope for peace 
expressed in the carol.) 

IntTRopucTIon: ‘Christ 
Bring Peace” 

Perhaps the most urgent cry in the 
world today is for peace. As Christians it 
is our conviction that Christ came to bring 
peace on earth to men of good will and 
that it is through him that we can hope 
for good will among men. Young people, 
particularly, are concerned about this 
great problem of war and peace, for they 
are vitally affected. Let us listen to words 
of a wise poet who speaks out on behalf 


and His Way 


of young people everywhere. 


Lord, we are the Youth of every land, 
Pleading for peace; 

We are the ones who will be sacrificed 
Unless wars cease; 

We are the ones elected, Lord, to pay 
A price too high. 

You gave us life, and it is not Your will 
That we should die. . 


Open the blind eyes of our leaders, Lord, 
In every land; 

Open their hearts and minds and make 

them wise 

To understand 

That war is sad and horrible and wrong, 
And useless quite; 

That we, the clean, strong Youth of earth, 
Have good right 

To life and love and happiness and peace. 


We would not be 
Killers of men—we want to walk the 
earth 
Clean-handed, free 
From war with all its horrors, lust and 
greed, 
Its dark despair. 
Lord, may there never be another war— 
This is our prayer. 
Se Grace Nott Crowe 
SILENT PRAYER 


Scripture REaApInNG: Micah 4: 1-5 


DIALOGUE: 

WATCHMAN, TeL_t Us or THE NIGHT 

(Leader and two readers, individuals or 
groups of young people) 

Leader: Back in 1825, John Bowring 
was concerned about this same ever re- 
curring question. 

(Using the hymn, “Watchman, Tell Us 
of the Night,” the three stanzas should be 
read by the two readers antiphonally, the 
first reader taking the part of the Trav- 
eler, the second the Watchman. Or see 
arrangement for speaking choir in the 
October, 1954, issue, page 33.) 


Leader: But this. promise of the Prince 
of Peace seems far removed from our day. 
It has often been decried as a vision or a 
dream that has no meaning for us in the 
troubled world of 1954. But perhaps it is 
vision that young people need to bring to 
bear upon the disillusionment of adult 
statesmen and other adult leaders. An 
early Psalmist declared, ‘Without vision 
the people perish.” The voice of the early 
Prophet Joel was echoed by Peter at Pen- 
tecost,— 


“And in the last days it shall be, 
God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon 
all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions.” 


(Acts 2:17, RSV) 


With the backing of the Spirit of God, 
youthful visions may’ yet take their place 
in bringing about a warless world in which 
understanding replaces fear and suspicion; 
love replaces hate; the dignity of the com- 
mon man replaces the dominion of the 
privileged few. 

(At this point in the service the well 
known poem by Thomas Curtis Clark en- 
titled ‘““God’s Dreams,’ may be read.) 


CiLosinc Hymn: “God of the Nations, 
Hear Our Call’ Tune, Duke Street 


‘Found in Christ and the Fine Arts. Used with 
ermission of the author and the anthologist, 
'ynthia Pearl Maus. 

*Found in The Church School Hymnal for 
Youth, Christ and the Fine Arts, and other 
anthologies. 
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The Teaching Ministry of 
the Church 


By James D. Smart, Philadelphia, 
Westminster Press, 1954. 207 p. $3.00. 

This book is sure to be controversial. It 
is in line with the trend in Christian edu- 
cation toward theological recovery. The 
author deplores the division that grew 
up between theology and Christian educa- 
tion and blames the theologians as much 
as the educators for it. He says that we 
stand at the beginning of a period in 
which a new unity may appear in the 
church’s educational program. His book 


is a call to the task of rethinking and re- 


working Christian education to give it 
what he considers its only true foundation. 

Dr. Smart condemns much of the work 
of church schools because they have been 
moralistic rather than calling persons to 
complete surrender to God in Christ. He 
says that youth have heard in the church 
“a call to have Christian characters and 
to hold Christian ideals rather than a 
call to respond in faith to Jesus Christ 


_ and to put their lives unconditionally at 


his disposal, so that the Spirit of God 
which dwelt in him may dwell in them 
and make of them a new earthly body 
through which Christ may continue his 
mission in the world.” (P. 112), 


“Moralism, in every shape and form in 
which it has ever appeared,” he says, “‘is 
an attempt to evade the total claim upon 
man that God makes in the gospel. Faith 
is the response of a man’s whole being to 
God as he comes to him in the gospel. To 
believe in Jesus Christ is to acknowledge 
him as Lord over the whole of life.” 
(RB. 91) 

There are basically two facets to the 
purpose of Christian education as Dr. 
Smart sees it. The first is helping per- 
sons hear and respond to God’s call for 
complete surrender. The second is calling 


- those persons, in turn, to give themselves 


completely to communicating the gospel 
to others. 

The book is good medicine. Especially 
well done is the chapter on “How Came 
We Here?” which describes the process 
by which Christian education came into 
its present condition. 

After making clear his basic position, 
the author attempts to redefine the goal 
of Christian education, discusses the edu- 
cational program, the place of the Bible in 
the curriculum, the growth of persons, 
the Christian home, and the church and 
public education. These subjects are con- 
sidered chiefly with reference to the 
major theme, with a disappointingly 
small number of concise suggestions. 

In fact, the claim on the jacket that 
the book is “A detailed blueprint for 
implementing a new church school pro- 


gram which recovers in full the historic 


meaning and power of ministry for Christ 
.... ” is misleading. It is anything but 
a blueprint. Its indictments are much 
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clearer than its suggestions for the road 
ahead. Its central assertions are much bet- 
ter than the detailed observations, many of 
them exaggerated, with which they are 
supported. The descriptions of church 
schools are, in most instances, based upon 
the worst, or near that, with little recog- 
nition that there is wide variation in the 
quality of Christian education and that 
many church schools are far better than 
those he describes. 


The author fails to deal with the rela- 
tionship between theology and morality. 
This is a serious lack, in view of his sharp 
criticism of the attempt of the church 
(in pulpit as well as in class room) to 
teach ethics and “moralisms.” For the 
person who is already aware of the weak- 
nesses he points out, therefore, he is not as 
helpful as he could be. 


This review must end, however, on an 
appreciative note. The author has laid 
bare the problem skillfully. One can for- 
give him for the failure to do more, the 
distortions, the theological generalizations, 
because he has given a sharp and chal- 
lenging diagnosis of the problem, and in 
a very general way a prescription for 
healing. 

Virci, E. Foster 


Education Into Religion 


By A. Victor Murray. New York, Har- 
per & Brothers, 1954. 230 p. $3.00. 

This is a discussion of the theological 
foundations of religious education by a 
person well versed in theology and in edu- 
cational psychology. It is readable. It 
deals with practical questions facing teach- 
ers of religion in the English Council 
Schools. 

In England the great bulk of religious 
education is done in the day schools sup- 
ported by tax funds. The author believes 
that “the historical method has made 
possible an educational use of the Bible 
into which no denominational considera- 
ations whatever need enter.” 

“The English experience has shown not 
only that there is no need to evade the 
theological issue ... ., but also that de- 
liberate evasion does despite to the very 
subject we are trying to teach. It is a 
confusion of the theological issue with the 
denominational issue which leads to such 
evasion . . . When men substitute for the 
sober, objective, historical study of the 
Word of God a method which allows as 
fair comment on Scripture anything that 
chimes in with their own prejudice . 
the way is open for sectarian controversy 
and every kind of proselytism and propa- 
ganda.” 

Sampling the point of view of the au- 
thor are the following quotations: 

“A historical religion requires teaching 
by somebody. . . To be a Christian in- 
volves knowing about Christ and about 
the Bible and with no one to teach him 
he could never know anything about 


either. Teaching, therefore, is necessary, 
and yet the goal is something beyond 
teaching.” Page 3-5. 

“In the full orb of the Christian faith 
there seem to me to be five elements. . 
something to know, something to feel, 
something to choose, something to do, and 
something to belong to. Knowledge, feel- 
ing, morals, action, and belonging are all 
involved. Page 14. 

“Religious instruction is only one of these 
five. Religious education is concerned with 
all five and it can begin with any of them. 
Knowledge of the Bible, appreciation of 
the thrill of noble music, loyalty to the 
cause of Christ, helping a neighbor in 
difficulties, and membership of a local 
Christian community are each of them 
ways in which the Christian life can be- 
gin. #9 ae 

He goes on, however, to point out the 
difference in function between the school 
and the church and the necessity for keep- 
ing these separate. With this thesis, 
particularly as applied to the situation in 
other countries, not all would agree, but 
there is much of stimulation and interest 
in the book for all leaders in Christian 
education. 

R. L. Hunt 


Tensions and Destiny 


By John Malcus Ellison. Richmond, 
Va., John Knox Press, 1953. 135 p. $2.00 

Every individual in every period of his- 
tory has lived in the midst of tension. As 
Dr. Ellison points out, “tensions constitute 
the school in the shadows in which we 
learn the deeper secrets of life.” 

In his book he deals with the strains 
we face in our own time, such as the 
hazards of immaturity, man’s inhumanity 
to man, and the problems of intercultural 
relations. 

The author faces these tensions in 
twelve terse chapters. Each chapter has 
provocative sub-sections that might well 
be used as meditations for daily reading. 
Each chapter closes with a prayer that 
brings into focus the deep intent of the 
chapter’s message. 

W. H. VASTINE 


Festivals of the Jewish Year 


By Theodor H. Gaster. New York, Wil- 
liam Sloane Associates, 1952. 308 p. $4.00. 

There are two quite popular and widely 
accepted books interpreting Jewish festi- 
vals and customs for which this book by 
Theodor H. Gastor is an excellent com- 
plement. Rabbi Morris Kertzer’s book, 
What Is a Jew, and Rabbi Phillip Bern- 
stein’s book, What the Jews Believe, give 
in rather capsule form, a description of 
the major celebrations of the Jewish syna- 
gogue and home. These books serve well 


- the purpose for which they were intended. 


One who reads Festivals of the Jewish 
Year will find this longer study opening 
areas of understanding not found in the 
usual interpretation. The author states in 
the preface that “this book is written pri- 
marily for the type of person who wants 
to know not so much the how, as the why 
of the Jewish festivals, and who wants 
that why set forth in terms which will be 
intelligible and meaningful to him at the 


33 


guide 

to truly 
constructive 
sermons— 


Personal Security 
Through Faith 


By LOWELL RUSSELL 
DITZEN, D. D. 


Pastor, The Reformed Church, 
Bronxville, N. Y. 


This dynamic, positive book applies 
the principles of Christian faith to 
the problem of today, offering every 
minister an invaluable source book 
for sermons on living, working Chris- 
tianity. 


“In these pages, religious faith comes 
alive and dons its working clothes.” 
—Ratpu W. Socxman, in his Fore- 
word. 


“Dr. Ditzen uses many means to ‘put 
over’ his sermons: the Bible text, the 
literary allusion, the modern ‘story, 
and the personal experience. None 
are obtrusive or extraneous—he em- 
ploys them like a master painter, and 
the effect is immediate, gripping, and 
sublime.”—Pulpit Book Club Bulletin 


“Dr. Ditzen treats problems acute in 
our time with a clarity and candor 
that is refreshing, yet keeps his think- 
ing geared to the eternal verities of 
our faith”’—Wma. Linpsay Younc, 
Vice-President, National Conference 
of Christians and Jews. 


—- MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE -——! 


Henry Holt and Company 
383 Madison Ave., New York 17 


Enclosed is my [) check, [1] money order, 
for $3.50. Please send me, postpaid, a 
copy of Personal Security Through Faith 
for free examination. !{ | am noi satis- 
fied, | may return the book within five 
days and my money will be promptly re- 
funded. Dept. IJ 
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present day.” The author succeeds in do- 
ing just that. Actually, what the reader 
has here is a source book which traces in 
studious detail—yet without being tedious 
—the background of the most significant 
Jewish festivals. He brings them alive by 
penetrating to the truth of their origin. 


He says that “modern Jews are troubled 
also by the problem of historicity. The 
seasonal festivals and the fasts are geared 
to particular events in the past. If, there- 
fore, the traditional record of those events 
can be challenged by Biblical criticism or 
by archaeological research, what happens 
to them? The answer is very simple. The 
historical events associated with festivals 
are but illustrations of their basic themes, 
and it is not at all important if that illus- 
tration derives more from fanciful treat- 
ment than from factual record. What we 
must learn to realize is that the legends 
connected with the festivals are illustra- 
tions.” 

For example, Purim, or the Feast of 
Lots, is a piece of romantic fiction and 
cannot possibly represent historical fact. 
None of the Persian Kings called Xerxes 
had a wife named Esther, and none had a 
vizier named Haman. The whole story 
serves as an example of the truth that 
“God moves in a mysterious way his won- 
ders to perform.” 


It would take extensive research to un- 
earth the material brought together in this 
volume. Therefore, it is an invaluable re- 
source for an interpretation of the Jewish 
festivals. It should be in the library of 
every church school. 

Wiiu1am H. VAsTINE 


The Jealous Child 
By Edward Podolsky. New York, The 
Philosophical Library, 1954. 147 p. $3.75. 


“Some of my children are always caus- 
ing trouble. How can I make them be- 
have?” is one of the most frequently 
asked questions when church school lead- 
ers get together. The book, The Jealous 
Child, attempts to get at the roots of 
some of the problems which lead to 
maladjustment and misbehavior. 

The author recognizes jealousy as an 
emotion experienced by all human beings 
all through life. He also points out some 
of the specific causes which may give rise 
to abnormal feelings of jealously, often 
not recognized as such by parents and 
leaders. Among the causes with which 
he deals are illnesses, being unwanted, ne- 
glect, illegitimacy, divorce, prejudice, 
adoption, physical defects (some of them 
very simple such as bad teeth), and others 
common to many children. 

One of the very helpful things about 
this book is that Dr. Podolsky lists not 
only the causes of difficulties, but positive 
and practical suggestions for helping these 
boys and girls develop desirable attitudes 
and acceptable behavior. He does not 
give a bag of tricks, but indicates ways 
the child may be helped with his basic 
problems. In these, the author does not 
speak of the place and value of religion, 
but many of the suggestions certainly indi- 
cate the need for a religious base. 

The first two chapters of the book also 
provide a very helpful summary of the 


SS 
Aira Lalot Wadia: 


Diamoud Precious 
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By Leta May Brown. Hira Lal, a 
Christian in India, dedicated his life 
to God’s service as a doctor of the 
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side by side with missionaries, Hira 
Lal helped his people as no foreigner 
could. The story of Diamond Pre- 
cious, the English translation of Dr. 
Hira Lal’s name, suggests a degree 
of spiritual achievement that will in- 
spire Christians who read it. This 
new book holds all the warmth, 
hope, despair, grief and joy of life 
itself. $3.00 
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WITNESS. By 
Dwight E. Stev- 
enson. Here is a 
new 13 ~ session 
study planned to 
lead young peo- 
ple and adults 
through a first- 
hand experience 
of the Gospel of 
John. It is not 


about the Gospel, 
but is a guide to 


it. It is an in- 
spired summation of New Testament 
Christianity. 65 cents 


THE TEACHER AND YOUNG 
TEENS. By Louise B. Griffiths. An 
illustrated leadership training text 
for teachers to use in learning new 
creative methods of teaching junior- 
high age groups. Discusses equip- 
ment, materials and resources to use. 


$1.75 


TEACHING CHRISTIAN STEW- 
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ship training text. 
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Lovely white binding, with gold stamping 
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especially desirable as a gift. 75 cents each. 


Children’s Prayers 
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A lovely book of poems 
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Delightfully illustrated. 
cents each, 12 for $5.00. 
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Christmas Carols 


Twenty of the best loved 
carols, together with the ac- 
count of the Nativity from 
the New Testament and 
worship services for Christ- 
mas Eve and Christmas Day. 15 cents each. 
10 copies, $1.00. 100 or more, 7 cents each. 


Prayers of the Early Church 


Edited by J. Manning Potts 


A collection of prayers from 
the early centuries of the 
Christian church, valuable 
for prayer cells and groups, 
and for devotions at group 
meetings. Pocket size, 50c 
each, 12 for $5.00 


The.Very Thought of Thee 


Selections from the writings of Bernard of 
Clairvaux, Jeremy Taylor, Evelyn Under- 
hill—who represent the search for deeper 
faith in the llth century, in the i7th 
mecca and in modern times. 35 cents 
each, 3 for $1.00. 
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A book of devotions for 
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“growing up experiences” of a child from 
birth through adolescence and of the place 
in emotional development of the relation- 
ships of body and mind and of himself 
and others. 

While this book is addressed primarily 
to parents of children through adolescence, 
the thoughtful church school teacher will 
find it most useful in understanding his 
pupils and in helping them. 

Auice L. GopparD 


Christian Faith and Natural 
Science 

By Karl Heim. New York, Harper and 
Brothers, 1953. 249 p. $3.50. 

So long as the natural sciences fill the 
world with new discoveries, new interpre- 
tations of faith in God must be cast into 
the language of the day. 

On the basis of studies in mathematics 
and physics, the theologian Heim opposes 
relativists and positivists. The soul of the 
man of science is antecedent to the science 
which he investigates. The new mathe- 
matics and physics suggest the possibilities 
of a new space outside the three dimen- 
sions of the physical senses,—a space in 
which the soul of man and God, who is 
the author of life in all creation, exist. 
Just as life up or down would be incom- 
prehensible to people who lived in the flat 
of a plane, so life in this “extra-polar” 
space is incomprehensible to those who 
live within the three dimensions. But 
the new space encloses the three dimen- 
sions of physical existence also. 

Transalated from the German, the book 
is heavy reading, but addresses itself to a 
major problem of many people today. 
“The space of God cannot be disclosed 
either by proofs or by postulates, but it 
is nevertheless an inescapable reality for 
him who has discovered it.” 

R. L. Hunt 


Democracy in the Home 

By Christine Beasley. New York, Asso- 
ciation Press, 1954. 242 p. $3.50. 

To some this book will be the saying 
of things they have dimly sensed and 
experienced but never brought fully to 
the point of articulation. To some it will 
be a surprising and happy opening of new 
doors to understanding and action. To 
some it will be a bomb-shell. 

If this book does not make its weight 
felt upon our thinking and practicing in 
the area of the home the fault will be 
ours and not the author’s. 

Dr. Beasley has sifted the findings of 
psychology, psychiatry, group dynamics, 
philosophy and sociology and has pre- 
sented an integrated approach to family 
living. She has translated knowledge into 
behavior in a way which is readily digest- 
ible by laymen, without sacrificing scholar- 
ship. 

Taeas which have been a faint shadow 
on the family horizon become clearly 
visible, set in a framework of action. 
Familiar concepts, such as respect for 
persons, love and democracy appear in 
this book with a freshness of insight that 
makes them new. 

Let no one be certain that he loves 
his child as intelligently as he ought until 
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Compiled and Edited by CHAR- 
LES L. WALLIS. A complete 
library of new and inspiring 
worship material in one book— 
covering almost every special 
day in the year, church or civic. 
It contains material for 31 com- 
plete services of worship, lit- 
anies, invocations, prayers, 
poems plus 359 sermonic topics 
from 400 contributors, with 5 
indices that make the right ma- 
terial for the right day easy to 
find. $4.95 


At your bookseller 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
New York 16 
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he reads this book. When we see, for 
example, the stage-by-stage development 
of a child’s emotions, the relation of his 
growing sense of values to maturity, and 
his ethical concepts and behavior, we 
cannot escape the challenge to our moral- 
istic judging and correcting of children. 
This is a book for parents, for young 
people and for leaders in any institution 
dedicated to the promotion of good family 
life. The emphasis has been laid upon 
the strengthening of democratic patterns 
in the family. It is filled with practical 
helps which are a necessity to satisfying 


home life. 


Lois M. ILLIncworTH 


Windows of Heaven 

By Glenn Clark. New York, Harper & 
Bros., 1954. 188 p. $3.95. 

There is beauty in this book—in the 
eighty-four meditations by Glenn Clark, 
uplifting and renewing the spirit, and in 
the full page photograph opposite each 
meditation. The pictorial editing was 
done by Lucien Aigner and most of the 
photographs are his work. The pictures 
of people at worship, in groups and as 
individuals, of children in happy play and 
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BY AMOS LUNDQUIST, 
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South St. Paul, Minn. 
Former Navy Chaplain 


An Inspiring Life for Each Day 
of the Year 

Memory Verses from the Sayings of 
Christ. Rich Sunday School Lesson 
Material. 
Amos Alonzo Stagg, football coach, “A 
great contribution to the cause of 
Christ. This book has so much merit 
I am sending several copies to relatives 
and friends.” 
John Baillie, Edinburgh, Scotland, a 
president of World Council of 
Churches, “I hope very much that it 
will be widely used.” 
Luther A. Weigle, Yale 
“Exceedingly interesting.” 
Beautiful, semi-limp binding, $2.50 
On sale at Cokesbury, Westminster, 
Baptist, Lutheran, Episcopal, and other 
book stores. 


Augustana Book Concern, 
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University, 


pensive mood, of the glories of nature, 
reinforce the thought of the meditations. 
Glenn Clark’s helpful meditations have 
been selected from some of his previous 
books and from unpublished journals. 
Each meditation is concluded with a pas- 
sage of scripture. This book would be a 
delight to own and use and to share with 

others. 
ELLEN Lunp 


Yearbook of American 
Churches for 1955 


Edited by Benson Y. Landis. New York, 
National Council of Churches, 1954. 322 
p. $4.00, plus postage. 

This yearbook is the sole source of com- 
prehensive statistics on church life in the 
United States. This annual 23rd edition 
contains latest information for 255 re- 
ligious bodies and includes listings of offi- 
cers, publications, and _ statistics on 
churches, regarding church membership, 
clergy, and finance. 

Addresses, staff, and officers are listed 
for national, state, and city interdenomi- 
national organizations. Other directories 
include theological seminaries, colleges and 
universities, religious periodicals, and serv- 
ice agencies. 

The book contains an interpretive sec- 
tion analyzing religious trends, church sal- 
aries, data on recent church developments, 
publication of the Scriptures, and a list 
of main depositories of church history ma- 
terial and sources. 

WENDELL KELLOGG 


Two or Three Together, A 
Manual for Prayer Groups 

By Harold W. Freer and Francis B. 
Hall. New York, Harper & Bros., 1954. 
187 p. $2.50. 

Guidance for those who wish to nourish 
and enrich their spiritual lives through 
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THE CURRENT WORLD crIsis—the 
most serious crisis since the Ref- 
ormation—is so pervasive that it 
will inevitably affect every phase of 


life. In interpreting this present 


economic, political, and spiritual 
crisis, the author is realistic, but not 
pessimistic. With a deep faith, Dr. 
Maston makes clear the role Chris: 
tians must take in solving the 
dilemma of our time. This world 
crisis can be overcome but only as 
individuals commit themselves and 
their influence to the task. Read this 
book to find your part in this task. 


Order from your favorite bookseller 
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fellowship with a group for worship, medi- 
tation, intercession and sharing, whether 
in the church, on the campus, or in some 
other assication. There are suggestions 
for procedure for such groups and a help- 
ful selection of resources—meditations, 
prayers, suggested fellowship projects, and 
an annotated bibliography on prayer life — 
and retreats. 


When Stones Hurt Your Feet 


By Karl H. A. Rest. Philadelphia, Muh- 
lenberg Press,1954. 104 p. $1.50. 

Twenty-six story sermons are here pre- 
sented by an Evangelical and Reformed 
pastor who knows how to make the Bible 
speak to children. 


Directory for Exceptional 
Children 

Edited by E. Nelson Hayes. Boston, 
Porter Sargent Publishers, 1954. 96 p. 
$1.10. 

An up-to-date listing of schools, summer ~ 
camps, guidance clinics, societies, and 
periodicals for the mentally deficient, the 
educationally retarded, the emotionally 
disturbed, the physically handicapped and 
the otherwise “exceptional” children. 


Group Work in Community Life 

Edited by Clyde E. Murray, Marx G. 
Bowens, Russell Hogrefe. New York, As- 
sociation Press, 1954. 245 p. $4.75. 

A case book of community action for 
professional group workers, municipal 
officials and civic leaders. Also for aver- 
age citizens interested in community bet- 
terment through organized group action. 


The Baptist Witness 


By Henry K. Rowe and Robert G. Tor- 
bet. Philadelphia, The Judson Press, 
1953. 127 p. $1.50. 

This popularly written history of the 
Baptist movement will appeal to the 
young people and adults. Both authors 
brought to this volume a competence in 
church history. ’ 
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Perplexing Problems of Religion 
By Arthur W. Munk. St. Louis, The 
176 p. $2.75 
By discussing many of the common 
problems which face those who look in- 
ward upon their faith, Professor Munk 
present a book useful in church groups 


and class rooms. 


Katherine, Wife of Luther 

By Clara Seuel Schreiber. Philadelphia, 
Muhlenberg Press, 1954. 232 p. $2.75. 

Martin Luther did many things, and 
not least among them his marriage re- 
minded the world of the Christian signifi- 
cance of the Christian home and family. 
When one places this book beside the 
many “Luther books’ of recent years, he 
wonders why this novel did not come 
sooner. 


America's Spiritual Recovery 

By Edward L. R. Elson, Westwood, N. 
J., Fleming H. Revell Co., 1954. 189 p. 
$2.50. 

Perhaps this book by President Eisen- 
hower’s pastor is premature, but we may 
pray that the recovery he seeks to report 
may take place. Dr. Elson carefully avoids 
equating American democracy with the 
Christian faith, but points out some indi- 
cations of a new religious mood in the 
United States and in its capital city. 
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(Your own renewal or a new gift) 


EACH ADDITIONAL 
GIFT SUBSCRIPTION 


SEND IN THE COUPON TODAY 


SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO 


Name 


Designed as a leadership education text, 
this volume treats the content of the New 
Testament and suggests ways in which its 
teachings may be applied in daily life. 


Now Is the Time ! 


What can be better for 
a Christmas gift 
to a friend or relative 
than a 
Bible or New Testament? 
e 
Here You Will Find the Widest 
Variety—Versions Old and Ver- 
sions New—Types Big and 
Types Small to Fit Individual 
Need. 
@ 
At Every Price Level 
Best Value— 


MASSACHUSETTS 
BIBLE SOCIETY 
41 Bromfield Street, 

Boston 8, Mass. 


$2.75 
$2.50 


[| New 
(] Renewal 


iS Zones State. 


[] Renewal 


What's 


Happening? 


New York Picked for 
National Council of 
Churches Headquarters 


NEW YORK, N.Y.—The General 
Board of the National Council of 
Churches voted September 14 to locate 
the Council’s headquarters permanently 
in New York City. The decision came 
after a four-year study during which 19 
midwestern and eastern cities were con- 
sidered. 

The decision will make it possible for 
the Council’s staff, now scattered in many 
buildings, to be brought together under 
one roof. 


The Board also voted to locate a major 
midwestern office in Chicago. Choice of 
a New York site for the headquarters 
was postponed until after the Council’s 
General Assembly meets November 28 to 
December 2 in Boston. 


In other actions, the Council’s policy- 
making General Board adopted a 4,000 
word Statement on Basic Christian Prin- 
ciples and Assumptions for Economic Life, 
by a 77-4 vote, after two years of debate 
and postponement. The declaration, vir- 
tually a guide for Christians in their daily 
economic living, warned against “collect- 
ivism” and praised responsible free enter- 
prise. 

The Board upheld its own right to issue 
pronouncements on social, economic and 
political matters, by virtue of authority 
given it by the Council’s constitution, 
with only four dissenting votes. 

It also approved the strengthening of 
the National Council’s services to U.S. 
armed forces personnel, with closer organ- 
izational ties with the General -Commis- 
sion on Chaplains as a first step in that 
direction. 

The Board received the program for the 
six-day Boston Assembly, and issued a call 
to the churches to observe February 13, 
1955, as Race Relations Sunday. 


Mr. Roberts Gets Honorary 
Degree 

CHICAGO, Ill. — The Rev. A. L. 
Roserts, General Director of the Com- 
mission on General Christian Education, 
was awarded the honorary degree of Doc- 
tor of Divinity from Missouri Valley Col- 
lege, Marshall, Missouri. This degree was 
conferred at a convocation on September 
17, at which Dr. Roberts was the speaker. 
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Audio-Visual Workshop 
Draws 300 Delegates 


GREEN LAKE, WIS. — Three hun- 
dred and thirteen delegates and faculty, 
from thirty-two denominations, took part 
in the eleventh annual international work- 
shop in audio-visual education, held here 
August 30 to September 4 under the au- 
spices of the National Council of Churches. 

Delegates studied the use of new equip- 
ment and materials in the study, worship, 
fellowship, and service programs of the 
local church. Special groups considered 
educational television, the role of audio- 
visuals in mental health, recommenda- 
tions for future research, and approval of 
scripts for three film strips to be produced 
on church school administration. 

The importance of audio-visual educa- 
tion in local churches was revealed by 
Rev. S. FRANKLIN Mack, executive direc- 
tor of the National Council’s Broadcasting 
and Film Commission who announced 
that more than 52,000 churches in the 
United States are now equipped for the 
showing of 16 mm motion pictures. 


Hymn Contest Open 
for Young People 


NEW YORK, N. Y. — The Hymn 
Society of America has opened a special 
competition to young people under the 
age of 30 for hymns to go in a new hym- 
nal being written by and for youth. 

Some of the hymns will be printed in 
advance for use during the annual observ- 
ance of Youth Week, January 30 to 
February 6, 1955. 

The new hymnal will express the “‘cur- 
rent mind of youth as it appears to 
youth,” and Hymn Society President 
Deane Edwards says that judges will con- 
sider any theme suitable to the Christian 
life of youth. The Youth Week theme, 
“One Fellowship in Christ,” is a suggested 
hymn _ subject. 

Hymns should be written in well-known 
meters found in standard hymnals and 
sent to the Hymn Society of America, 
297 Fourth Avenue, New York, 10, N. Y., 
before December 1. 
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PINKING SHEARS 
Only $1.95 postpaid. Chromium plated, preci- 
sion made. Manufacturer's Christmas overstock. 
Guaranteed $7.95 value or money refunded. Or- 
der by mail. Lincoln Surplus Sales. 
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Two New Texts Printed 
for Weekday Schools 


CHICAGO, ILL.—Two new courses 
for weekday church schools have been 
published by the Cooperative Publication 
Association and are available for use dur- 
ing the fall semester. 

They are The Unfolding Life of Jesus, 
by James A. Weber, published by Otter- 
bein, for students in grades 7, 8 and 9; 
and Masterpieces of Old Testament Lit- 
erature, by Jean H. Wood, published by 
Judson Press; for pupils in grades 10, 11, 
and 12. 

Each course is planned for one semes- 
ter’s work consisting of fifteen class ses- 
sions. Pupils’ reading books and teacher’s 
manuals are provided for both courses. A 
total of seventeen C.P.A. courses are now 
available. 


Grant Will Provide 


Council Research Center 


NEW YORK, N. Y.—Half of a $200,- 
000 grant will be used by the National 
Council of Churches to establish in its 
permanent headquarters here a library and 
research center in the field of religion and 
economic life. 

The other half of the grant given by the 
Philip Murray Memorial Foundation will 
be used by the Council over a period of 
years in a national educational program 
in the same field. 

The grant was part of a million dollar 
fund given by members of the CIO to 
several organizations also including the 
American Association for the United Na- 
tions, the Israeli Federation of Labor, and 
the National Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People. 


Presbyterian Children 


Give Harvester 


CHICAGO, Ill. — The 21st Harvester, 
for the use of the “migrant ministry” of 
the Division of Home Missions, National 
Council of Churches, was dedicated on 
September 30, during the meeting (for the 
first time in Chicago) of the National 
Migrant Committee. Funds for the pur- 
chase of this station wagon and its equip- 
ment were raised by the offerings of pupils 
in the daily vacation Bible schools conduc- 
ted by the United Presbyterian Church. 
This is the second Harvester to be do- 
nated by this denomination. 


New Magazine for Older Adults 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Mature Years, 
an attractive quarterly magazine for all 
older adults, whether active or retired, 
is now being published by the Board of 
Education of The Methodist Church. 


CHURCH BULLETINS 
Every progressive church should 
use Winter’s De Luxe Bulletin 
Boards. Dignified, refined, effec- 
tive and economical. Over 7,000 
IN USE, They increase attend- 
ance. Interest and _ collections. 
Thousands of enthusiastic letters 
from Pastors. Write today for 
illus. Catalog L. H. Winters 
Specialty Co., Davenport, la. 


LIFE Time 


International Journal of Religious Education 
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Personals 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa. — The Rev. 
Ernest O. ARMBRUSTER, a member of 
the editorial staff of the United Lutheran 
Publication House since 1925, died on 
September 25. Mr. Armbruster rendered 
valuable service to the development of 
audio-visual resources in the churches, as 
chairman of the sub-committee on re- 
search of the Committee on Audio-Visual 
and Radio Education, guest editor of the 
first printed Audio-Visual Resource Guide, 
and acting secretary of the Religious Film 
Library Association. He was a member of 
the Publishers Section of the Division of 
Christian Education. 


HARRISBURG, Pa.—Rev. Epwarp H. 
BonsatL, Jr., former director of youth 
work for the Pennsylvania State Council 
of Christian Education, and a founder of 
the United Christian Youth Movement, 
died May 24, 1954, after a lingering ill- 
ness. He had served the State Council 
from 1921 to 1941. Later he taught at 
Parsons College, Fairfield, Iowa. He was 
the originator and director of the youth 
work at Camp Kanesatake and served on 
the Committee on Summer Camps and 
Conferences of the International Council 
of Religious Education. He was also on 
the Committee en Youth Work. 


CHICAGO, Ill.—Twenty-three-year-old 
Roperick S. Frencu, of LaGrande, 
Oregon, was named by the World Council 
of Churches’ Central Committee as chair- 
man of the World organization’s youth 
committee. He is chairman of the Ameri- 
can United Christian Youth Movement 
and a student at Union Theological Semi- 
nary, New York City. An Episcopalian, 
he will head a committee recognized 
jointly by the World Council of Churches 
and the World Council of Christian Edu- 
cation. Two previous chairmen, D. T. 
Nites, of India, and Mure. MapeLine 
Barot, of France, have become World 
Council executives. 


HARRISBURG, Pa.—Muss A. MyFan- 
wy Roserts has resigned her position as 
executive secretary of the department of 
children’s work in the Pennsylvania Coun- 
cil of Churches to become director of 
children’s work for the @hio Methodist 
Conference. 


WILMINGTON, Del. — Mr. MeEtvin 
Jewett, until recently program director 


MAGNETS 


Now you can make your own magnetic pot hold- 
ers. We supply the magnets. You make the pads 
or buy ordinary pot holders and insert our mag- 
nets. They stick to any steel surface like magic. 

Make money for yourself, your church or club. 
The magnets cost only 8c¢ ea., in lots of 100. Or 
send $1 bill for a trial order of 8 magnets. 


_ OTHER MAGNETS AVAILABLE 
Bulletin Board Magnets to ‘‘pin-up’’ memos, etc. 8 for $i 
Assorted Magnets with big list of handy uses ..5 for $! 


RONALD EYRICH 
1091 N. 48th St. Milwaukee 8, Wis. 


November, 1954 


of the Passaic, N. J., YMCA, has succeed- 
ed Witsur SmitTH as executive director 
of the Wilmington and New Castle County 


Sleep 


like a 
Bear 


Singles $5.00 


All with private bath 


at the 
4 FINE RESTAURANTS 
AIR CONDITIONED 


Q UIET COFFEE SHOP 


PRINCE GEORGE HOTEL 
14 East 28th St., New York City 
LExington 2-7800 C. F. Rogers, Jr. — Manager 


THIS GIFT BIBLE MAY HELP 


Council of Churches, Delaware. Mr. 
Smith served the Wilmington Council for 
nine years. 


The First Christmas Eve 


One Act Christmas Play 
by Una Taylor 
Beautiful 
Unusual 
Easy to produce 


Royalty $10.00 (Price 35¢ copy) 
Send order to 


THE BILLEL PUBLISHING CO. 


Post Office Box 453 
Charlotte, North Carolina 


Maroon buckram, $6.00 
Genuine leather, gilt 
— edges, gift-boxed,$10.00 
| AT ALL BOOKSTORES 


CHANGE SOMEONE’S LIFE 


Chances are most people on your Christ- 
mas list own a Bible written 343 years 
ago, and filled with old-fashioned expres- 
sions that are hard to understand today. 
Too often, therefore, it lies in their homes 
respected, but neglected. 

Now you can give those you love a 
Bible written in the living language of to- 
day—the great Revised Standard Version. 
Here is a Bible so clear and powerful, so 
easy to read, that it encourages people to 
turn to it far more often. And religious 
leaders praise the RSVB as a more accu- 
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rate Bible, too. . . because it is based on 
the earliest known manuscripts. 

This Christmas, bring new spiritual 
riches to those you love—give the Re- 
vised Standard Version. As this great 
Bible strengthens their understanding of 
God’s Word, it can bring them—perhaps 
for the very first time—all the help and 
stimulation the Scriptures offer in these 
troubled days. 


THOMAS \exsox & SONS 
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Now: an illustrated RSVB 


—only $3.50 

Here’s the ideal gift for young 
people: the illustrated RSVB, with 
12 full-page, full-color paintings 
of beloved Biblical incidents, 
PLUS 12 full-page 6-color maps 
showing Christianity’s birthplace. 
The illustrated RSVB has a hand- 
some black limp binding stamped 
with genuine gold; pages have 
red edges. And every copy comes 
in a handsome maroon-and-gold 
gift box. 
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Visual Education Fellowship 


“More children 
than ever before 
in Christian 
history" 


Children and the Church Audio- Visuals 


National denominational and state council 
children's workers will release on February 15, 
1955 a set of six filmstrips for use by every- 
one concerned with the Christian nurture of 
children. This article contains excerpts from 
the leaders’ guides prepared by Miss Emma 
Jane Kramer in cooperation with the commit- 
tee responsible for the development of these 
filmstrips. Churches using these will want to 
make sure their leaders also see the motion 


picture, FOR EVERY CHILD. 


Today the churches are responsible to 
Christ for more children than ever before 
in Christian history. The number of 
children under ten years of age in the U. 
S. increased 39% between 1940 and 1950 
while the population as a whole increased 
but 14.5%. 

Will these children develop a faith in 
God? How great and enduring will their 
faith be? What difference will their 
religion—or the lack of it—make to the 
world? 


The church must respond to Christ’s 
command “Go, teach’ and accept its 
sacred responsibility to reach and teach 
all children. The church has a faith to 
share. 


We are happy to announce that some 
audio-visual “tools” for the teachers and 
parents in helping children in developing 
faith in God are now being prepared and 
will be released in February, 1955. 


There will be six filmstrips in this series, 
with a recording for each one. These are 
for adults. They tell about children, the 
church’s plan for them and how to carry 
out these plans in each of four depart- 
ments. Each filmstrip centers around one 
particular subject but also has an emphasis 
on some aspect of the total Christian edu- 
cation program for children. Hence, by 
using all six, teachers can more clearly 
understand what their church should pro- 
vide for children and how they can im- 
prove in their ways of teaching. 


Children and the Church Audio-Visuals, 
as the filmstrips are called, may be ordered 
in advance. A 33% rpm microgroove, 10” 
record accompanies each filmstrip. Film- 
strips are packaged individually or as sets 
with leaders’ guides. Cost: full set— 
$49.50; single filmstrip—$10.00. Purchase 
from denominational bookstores or Chris- 
tian Board of Publication, Box 179, St. 
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Louis 3, Missouri. Rent from state or city 
councils of churches. 


1. Goals of the Church for 
Children 


The story centers around the Gordon 
family and how their four children of dif- 
ferent ages come to understand, appreci- 
ate, and use the Bible at home and at 
church. 

The’ purpose of the filmstrip is to help 
parents and church school leaders under- 
stand in general what can happen in the 
Christian growth of children at the vari- 
ous age levels and realize the roles of the 
home and the church in guiding this 
growth. 


2. The Church Plans for Children 


The story is built around ten-year-old 
Judy who moves from the city to the 
country. She recalls the happy experiences 
in her large city church but soon dis- 
covers many wonderful things about the 
small church to which she and her family 
now go. 

The purpose of the filmstrip is to help 
church leaders and parents know the 
minimum essentials of an effective Chris- 
tian education program for children, plan 
carefully for children in the church, and 
realize that what happens to children is 
more important than the size of the 
church. 

This audio-visual points up that the 
important thing for the church to remem- 
ber is that children themselves are per- 
sons, and what happens to them really 
counts. Church leaders and administrators 
are responsible for considering children in 
the over-all planning of the church. 


3. The Nursery Child and the 
Church 


The story begins with a young minister 
who is very much aware of the babies and 
young children in the community. At a 
meeting of nursery parents he explains 
the important beginnings of religious 
training in the home. The nursery roll 
visitor tells about her work with the 
parents of babies and young children. At 
the meeting, too, slides are shown which 
picture the program for three-year-olds at 
the church. 

This filmstrip emphasizes that the 
secret of a good program for nursery 
children at the church is leadership. It’s 


what adults are that influences children 
greatly. Joyous living is contagious. 


4. The Kindergarten Child and 
the Church 


The story centers around four teachers 
who are planning their work in the kinder- 
garten ‘department. By flashback pictures 
many different experiences with the 
children are shown. The teachers evaluate 
their teaching and their work with indi- 
vidual boys and girls. 


These teachers realize worthwhile ex- 
periences with children do not just hap- 
pen. They are the result of a lot of 
planning. Good teaching requires careful 
study and hard work. In order to guide 
children wisely teachers must: (1) know 
their purposes, (2) be sensitive to children 
and know them as individuals, (3) en- 
courage children to plan and take the 
initiative, (4) plan a variety of experi- 
ences through which the children can 
learn, and (5) evaluate their work and 
feel a sense of getting somewhere. 


5. The Primary Child and the 
Church 


The story is told by the primary super- 
intendent. One Sunday she overhears 
two boys arguing about who is the boss of 
the church. What is wrong? ‘The teach- 
ers had tried to teach that God wants 
people to work together in the church. 
Distrubed because the children had not 
learned that, the superintendent and 
teachers set about to improve their teach- 
ing. 

They ask “What is Good Teaching?” 
They begin to see that good teaching re- 
sults in learning. And real learning means 
that something has happened deep in- 
side a person. So “teaching” is not merely 
“telling.” Teaching is guiding a person 
as he himself learns new ideas, attitudes, 
skills. 


An emphasis is placed upon the variety 
of teaching methods through which 
children and their teachers and parents 
learn. 


6. The Junior and the Church 


The story reveals the changes that take 
place in a junior department when the 
teachers and superintendents begin to 
realize the bigness of their responsibility. 
Gradually the results are seen in the pro- 
gram of the church for juniors and in the 
lives of the boys and girls. 


Juniors live in a world expanded by 
mass communication and casual conversa- 
tions. They hear and observe many con- 
flicts between good and evil, love and 
hate, intent and deed. They are having 
more and more experiences in community 
groups, clubs, and camps. Even the church 
provides several activities for them. Com- 
petition for loyalty and tensions make 
wise choices difficult. 


This filmstrip shows how one group of 
church leaders worked together so that 
each activity planned for juniors is studied 
in the light of all the others. An em- 
phasis is placed upon a comprehensive 
program which will contribute to the 
Christian development of juniors. 
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filmsfrips 
and slidesets for 
holiday programs 


Choose from these outstanding holiday. 
offerings, embracing all types of programs 
and appealing to all age groups. 


(Symbols following title indicate age level; see box below) 


THE BABY KING (A770-1) (K-J)....$ 5.00 
The story of Christmas told for small 


children. 
THE BABY IN THE TEMPLE (A770-3) 
BGe) ste lereeNat aye rePe teeta ave tre rans: oxv-ais 0,0 ake 6 $ 4.00 


The dedication of the Baby Jesus 
told for small children. 

STORIES OF THE CHILDHOOD OF 
JESUS (A726SE) (K-P).............. $14.25 
3 filmstrips from the "Bible Books 

for Small People.” 


‘FEAST OF LIGHTS WITH JESUS 
(A770-6) (P-J). 2.6.65. Sa Acsconcemere| $4.00 


How Jesus might have celebrated 
the Jewish holiday of Hanukkah. 
BIRTH AND CHILDHOOD OF JESUS 
(A700-1) (J-JH)........ G08 Dau aIS $ 5.00 
Christmas story from "The Life of 
Christ Visualized” booklets. 
HOLY NIGHT (Cathedral) (C850-6) 


MSHA) vo) oie/ayejaisiajacers 3 eNO A «++++$10.00 
with two 78 r.p.m. records 
( CBSO-ORS)recisiecais ciaclsieieresj-.c1r 115500 


Story of the Messiah, from Old 
Testament promises of Isaiah. 

AND THERE WERE SHEPHERDS 

(Church Screen) (N850-12) (G)....... $ 5.00 
The story of Jesus’ birth based on 
Luke's Gospel. 

HOLY CHILD OF BETHLEHEM 

(Cathedral) (C850-5) (G)....... +..+-$10.00 
with two 78 r.p.m. records (C850-5R) 
(Gynt iseveeietioiricrsiersicls ae)sisiel« fit 5200 
Christmas story from Matthew and 
Luke for general use. 

*LIFE OF CHRIST—WOOD 

(50 stides—S40R) (G)............ $19.50 

A complete coverage of the Life of 
Christ in slide form. 

*THE BABE OF BETHLEHEM _ : 

(16 slides—S85R) (G)............ $ 6.25 

Standard Publishing Company pic- 
tures of the Nativity. 

*THE CHRISTMAS STORY IN ART 


(20 slides—S207R) (G).....-...--. $ 7.75 
Various artists depict the Christmas 
story. 
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WINTER IS HERE (A853-2) (K-J)..... $ 5.00 
Shows many beautiful winter and 


snow scenes with rhymes. 
THE LITTLEST SHEPHERD’S GIFT 


% 


CASSO21)\(PRetyorscaste ze eect erate <> 5:00. 
He gave his favorite lamb to the 
Christ Child. 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL (A246-2) (G).$ 7.50 
Adapted from Charles Dickens’ fa- 
mous masterpiece. 
THE OTHER WISE MAN 
(A850-11) (JH-A)............008- $ 7.50 
The story of the fourth wise man. 
HYMNS OF THE NATIVITY 
(AG6S=2)5(G)ieisieis + slurs scnclitoratende $ 5.00 
Five favored hymns illustrated in 
color. 
*"THEREFORE THE LORD HIMSELF 
SHALL GIVE YOU A SIGN" 
(15 slides—S202R) (JH-A)........$ 6.00 
A beautiful, reverent Christmas wor- 
ship service. 


THE LITTLE ENGINE THAT COULD 
CAAT) IK) sieercrere afc’ s,< cs\epeyere) ss $ 5.00 
He overcame all obstacles to deliver 
a Merry Christmas. 
RUDOLPH SHINES AGAIN 
VALS 7-2) KEP) icicles cine cic sce ceices $ 6.00 
New adventures that teach new les- 
sons. (Copyright, R. L. May) 


RUDOLPH, THE RED-NOSED REINDEER 
(ADSGAT2)(KER) ec cious ore oa sie stares $ 6.00 
This original story is loved by all. 
(Copyright, R. L. May) 
CHRISTOPHER MOUSE (Cathedral) 
(C8S024) (KP) enn ....$10.00 
with two 78 r.p.m. records (C850-4R)..$15.00 
He gave his straw to make a soft 
bed for the Baby Jesus. 


Nr 


LITTLE LOST ANGEL (A850-14) (P-J)..$ 7.50 
with one 33% r.p.m.record(A850-14R).$10.00 
Lost on earth, this little angel spreads 
happiness. 
WHEN THE LITTLEST CAMEL KNELT 
(Cathedral) (A850-3) (P-J).......... $10.00 
with two 78 r.p.m. records (A850-3R).$15.00 
He went with the Wise Men to 
worship Baby Jesus. 
THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
(A24623) (PES enc acters. eee $ 5.00 
The beloved Christmas poem told 
with exciting pictures. 
CHRISTMAS IN THE PINEY WOODS 
(Church Screen) (N850-13) (J)..... $ 6.00 
The Christmas morning ‘surprise’ of 
a poor little girl. 
CHRISTMAS PARTY (Church Screen) 
(N24.821)/(G)!cierersie caters eustetnsclae’s.s $ 7.00 
Games, songs, stories, contests— 
fun for all. 


hos filmstrips which tell about GY 


AUTUMN IS HERE! (A853-1) (K-J)...$ 5.00 
Actual color photos of typical fall 
scenes with rhymes. 
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THANKSGIVING WITH JESUS 
UNAADL UC A eater. Soa 6.0 $ 4.00 
The feast of Booths, or Succoth, the 
Jewish Thanksgiving. 


FREE / 


Complete 
description of these and 
many other Filmstrips 


SEEDTIME AND HARVEST 
(Church Screen) (N786-4) (J)...... $ 5.00 
- A lesson from a garden and the 
Bible about God’s world. 


WHY WE HAVE THANKSGIVING 
CA2ZZASU) NCI )AG csateraletelelstereleleersterelas $ 6.00 
Traces this event from Bible times. 


THE STORY OF THANKSGIVING 


UNE VYSAN oat aes See $ 5.00 
The Pilgrims and the first Thanks- 
giving. 

AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL 
(CAGGT=6) CG) ietereretalocetcra eis crsierereucre’s $ 5.00 


Inspiring views of our country with 
words of the hymn. 


NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD 
(15 slides—S201R) (J-A)......... $ 6.00 
An inspiring worship service for use 
at Thanksgiving. 


SOCIETY FOR VISUAL EDUCATION, INC. 


(A Business Corporation) 


1345 Diversey Parkway, Chicago 14, Illinois 
Please send FREE descriptive folder of Christmas and 
Thanksgiving Filmstrips and 2 x 2 Slidesets. 


and 2 x 2 Slidesets, Name 
suitable for aii 
holiday programs. Send coupon 
for FREE Holiday Folder. Address 
Cty 


—_Zone______State__ 


FOR EVERYBODY ON YOUR 
CHRISTM Ass. Elsa 
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FOR DEVOTION 
AND MEDITATION 


GROWING SPIRITUALLY 
E. STANLEY JONES. How to find and use God’s 
help in attaining health of mind and body— 
brief devotional readings for each day im the 
year. Pocket Size. $1.50 


ABUNDANT LIVING 
E. STANLEY JONES. Daily devotions for a year. 
“A challenge to experience the joys of Christian 
faith every day.’’-—Christian Advocate. Pocket 
Size. $1.50 


BE STILL AND KNOW 
GEORGIA HARKNESS. Original poems and prayers 
develop the biblical themes of these 86 brief 
devotions. For personal or group worship. Pocket 
Size. $1.25 


RICHES OF THE KINGDOM 
GRACE NOLL CROWELL. ‘‘Another delightful 
volume from the pen of our favorite poet. Here 
are 25 luminous devotional readings.’’—Chris- 
tian Herald. Pocket Size. $1.50 


MOMENTS OF DEVOTION 
GRACE NOLL CROWELL. 26 meditations, made 
up of original poetry by Mrs. Crowell, scripture, 
prose, and prayer. Pocket Size. $1.50 


MEDITATIONS: 
Devotions for Women 
GRACE NOLL CROWELL. 26 devotions, lighted by 
original poems, climaxed by brief, meaningful 
prayers. Pocket Size. $1.50 


A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH 
WALLACE FRIDY. 40 devotional readings—wise 
and friendly counsel showing how God can guide 
our daily lives. Pocket Size. $1.50 


A LAMP UNTO MY FEET 
WALLACE FRIDY. Guidance to help to make 
Christian faith useful—to enable us to live each 
day happily and constructively. Pocket Size. 

$1.25 


THE MATURE HEART 
HELEN B. EMMONS. For everyone who believes 
“the best is yet to be.”’ 150 meditations printed 
in large, clear type. $3.50 


THE GREATEST OF THESE... 
JANE MERCHANT. 86 page-length devotions, 
each containing scripture, prayer, and an original 
poem by Miss Merchant. A fresh and beautiful 
source .of devotions. Pocket Size. $1.50 


At All Bookstores 


ABINGDON PRESS 


FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 


JOHN WESLEY 
MAY McNEER. Illustrated by Lynd Ward. The 
dramatic story of “‘God’s Good Rider,’’ illus- 
trated in magnificent full color. Ages 9 up. 
$2.50 


MARTIN LUTHER 
MAY McNEER. Illustrated in full color by Lynd 


Ward. “A dramatically beautiful book. 
Clear, brief text, - a pageant of life in 
those days.’"—New York Herald Tribune. Ages 
9 up. Paper, $1.25; Cloth, $2.50 


THE BIBLE STORY FOR 
BOYS AND GIRLS: 
Old Testament 
WALTER RUSSELL BOWIE. The epic stories of 
the Old Testament, retold with beauty and 
simplicity. 23 color plates. Ages 9 up. . $3.50 


THE BIBLE STORY FOR 
BOYS AND GIRLS: 
New Testament 
WALTER RUSSELL BOWIE. ‘‘Should find its way 
onto the_shelf of every home with young chil- 
dren.”"—Chicago Tribune. 19 color plates. Ages 
9 up. $2.50 


JESUS, THE LITTLE NEW BABY 
MARY EDNA LLOYD. Illustrated by Grace Paull. 
Childhood’s most cherished story—retold in fa- 
miliar words and beautiful color pictures. Ages 
3-6. $1 

HOW DO YOU TRAVEL? 
MIRIAM SCHLEIN. Pictures by Paul Galdone. Fas- 
cinating ways to travel, from planes and trains 
to a small boy’s tricyecle—a picture book abound- 
ing in action, color, and infinite variety. Ages 
3-6. $1.50 


FUN FOR ONE—OR TWO 
BERNICE WELLS CARLSON. Illustrated by Ray- 
mond Abel. All kinds of activities for a child 
alone or with a friend—games, stunts, projects, 
ideas for puppets, and hobby suggestions. Ages 
7 up. Paper, $1.35; Cloth, $2 


MAKE IT YOURSELF! 
Handicraft for Boys and Girls 
BERNICE WELLS CARLSON. Illustrated by Aline 
Hansens. Simple directions for several hundred 

inexpensive projects. Ages 7 up. 
Paper, $1.35; Cloth, $2 


WE GREW UP IN AMERICA 
ALICE |. HAZELTINE, Compiler. Stories of their 
own youth told by Babe Ruth, Grandma Moses, 
Katharine Cornell, Jesse Stuart, W. C. Handy, 
Fiorello La Guardia, Charles A. Lindbergh, Agnes 
de Mille, Alice Marble, William O. Douglas, and 
14 others. Illustrated. Published Nov. 8. $2.95 


IN WOODS AND FIELDS 
MARGARET WARING BUCK. A-treasure house of 
nature information for beginners—accurate de- 
scriptions, 230 beautiful pictures, complete index. 
All Ages. Paper, $1.75; Cloth, $3 
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FOR ALL THE FAMILY 


FLY WITH ME TO INDIA 
DOROTHY CLARKE WILSON. The fascinating but 
factual day-by-day account of a famous woman 
novelist’s six-months visit to modern India. Pub- 


lished Nov. 8. $2. 
~ THE FLEAS COME WITH THE DOG 


RALPH McGILL. ‘“‘These chatty, whimsical essays, 
by a man who certainly knows how to write, 
deal with the Southland, with America, with big 
people and little people.” —Oklahoma City Okla- 
homan. $2 


MEN OF THE HIGH CALLING 
CHARLES NEIDER, Editor. An anthology of 14 
engrossing stories, each built around a ‘‘man of 
the high calling’’—a minister, priest, or rabbi 
who has become a part of our fictional litera- 
ture. $3.50 


THE LORD’S HORSEMAN 
UMPHREY LEE. The fascinating, human story of 
John Wesley, founder of Methodism, vividly set 
in the framework of his own time and place. 
Published Nov. 8. $2.75 


THEY BUILT FOR ETERNITY 
GUSTAV-ADOLF GEDAT. Translated by Roland 
Bainton. The cultural wonders of the world, past 
and present, in graphic prose and superb photo- 
graphs—with the affirmation that God remains 
when monuments decay. 84% x 10% inches. $5 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
JOHN BRIGHT. “‘A superlative example of Bibli- 
cal interpretation.’”-—Religious Book Club Bul- 
letin. An Abingdon-Cokesbury $7,500 Award 
Winner. $3.75 


HERE | STAND 
ROLAND BAINTON. A life of Martin Luther. 
“Easily the most readable Luther biography in 
English.”"—-Time. Richly Illustrated. $4.75 


THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE 
12 Volumes 
The .comprehensive commentary on the Bible 
that is already a classic, even before completion 
of publication! Volumes 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, and 10 
now ready. $8.75 each volume 


THE STORY OF THE BIBLE 
WALTER RUSSELL BOWIE. From Genesis to 
Revelation, the rich pageantry and majesty of 
the eternal stories, reverently retold. Full-color 
Copping illustrations. $3.95 


ABINGDON PARTY PARADE ~ 
BERNICE HOGAN. 27 party plans for teen-agers 
—each built around a clever, original theme and 
complete with instructions for invitations, decora- 
tions, games, stunts, songs, favors, and food. Il- 
lustrated, $1.95 


GAMES OF MANY NATIONS 
E. O. HARBIN. A world of fun from all the world 
—149 games collected from 27 nations—active 
and quiet games—games for few players or many 
—games for everybody and every occasion. Il- 
lustrated. $1.95 


THE FUN ENCYCLOPEDIA 
E. O. HARBIN. Good clean fun for every member 
of the family—6 to 60! 2,400 detailed plans, 211 
illustrations. $3.95 


